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THE    CALAMITIES    OF    CIVIL    WAR,  .CONTI- 
NUED   BY    ELWINA    TO    ALFRED. 

"Ti  yf"  R  S.  Wellers  would  by  no  means  be 
«*-'-*•  left  out  of  the  conference,  when  Mr. 
Pleydel  was  to  begin  his  narration  con- 
cerning his  imprifonment,  and  efcape  from 
the  hands  of  his  perfecutors. 

His  confinement  was  of  the  moft  rigor- 
ous kind,  when  Congrefs  difcovered  that 
to  bring  him  over  to  their  principles  was 
Vol.  II.  B  totally 
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totally  Impoflible.  Some  of  thefe  infatu- 
ated perfons  had  formerly  lived  in  the  ha- 
bits of  friendfhip  with  him ;  but  lb  zealous 
now  were  they  in  the  new  caufe,  that  they 
became  his  bittereft  enemies ;  and  more 
efjjecially  one  who  had  pledged  himfelf  to 
Congrefs  that  he  mould  have  fufficient  in- 
fluence over  him,  to  induce  him  to  join 
their  party  j  and,  from  the  nature  of  his 
late  employment,  being  in  poffeflion  of 
fuch  documents  from  government,  as 
would  give  them  a  greater  infight  into  its 
meafures  and  intentions,  his  acquiefcence 
was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  their 
well  doing.  Fortunately  Mr.  Pleydel  had 
notice  time  enough  to  deftroy  feveral 
of  the  government  papers,  which,  had 
they  fallen  into  their  hands,  would  have 
been  detrimental  in  an  important  degree  to 
its  operations. 

When 
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When  this  ftrenuous  advocate  for  liberty 
made  his  attack,  which  he  meant  for  a 
coup  de  main,  Mr.  Pleydel  inveighed  againft 
his  treachery,  in  fo  cruelly  availing  him- 
felf  of  their  former  intimacy  and  friend- 
ship, to  draw  him  into  meafures  fo  fubver- 
five  of  their  duty  to  their  fovereign,  and, 
as  it  would  prove  in  the  end,  of  their  own 
happinefs,  and  the  rights  they  enjoyed 
under  the  beft-formed  government  in  the 
world.  He  abjured  his  acquaintance,  and 
rejected  the  offer  of  friendfhip  and  protec- 
tion from  men,whom helookqdonas movers 
of  fedition,  and  infligators  of  rebellion. 
This  language,  warm  from  the  heart  of  an 
honeft  man,  and  a  friend  ,of  his  country, 
was  treated  as  infolent,  and  was,  perhaps, 
impolitic  in  a  prifoner.  But  Pleydel  was 
a  man  of  the  ftri&eft  honour,  and  firmly 
attached  to  the  king  and  his  laws.  He, 
B  2  there- 
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therefore,  exprefied  his  fentiments  of  con- 
tempt for  this  felf-created  tribunal  of  petty 
tyrants,  who,  as  he  faid,  could  only  take 
his  life  i  which  he  fcorned  to  hold  under 
their  dominion,  or  accept  on  their  bafe 
conditions. 

"  My  life,"   faid    he,    when    he    was 

brought  out  before  them "  My  life 

<c  and  property  are,  by  the  mameful  abufe 
u  of  power,  both  in  your  hands — difpofe 
"  of  them  as  you  pleafe,  whether  by  a 
"  formal  procefs  of  your  new  laws,  ille- 
"  gaily  obtained,  or  by  actual  force,  or 
"  even  torture,  ftill  you  fhall  find  me  firm, 
'f  and,  to  the  laft  moment  of  my  exiftence, 
'*  declaiming  againft  your  felf-aflumed 
**  authority,  and  exulting  in  my  own  in- 
"  tegrity.  We  were  all  bom  the  fubjedts 
"  of  one  king  ;  from  him  we  have  received 

"pro- 
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"  protection,  and  we  lived  happily  un- 
<f  der  his  mild  reign.  Look  to  the  caufe 
"  of  this  innovation  of  his  righrs  and  pri- 
"  vileges  ;  examine  who  were  the  firit  in- 
c<  furgents,  and  candidly  inveftigate  the 
"  principles  on  which  they  have  formed 
"  themfelvcs  into  this  cabal.  Ye  feek  to 
"  difmember  ypurfelves  from  your  mother 
<f  country  ;  and  anarchy,  with  all  its  co-nfe- 
"  quent  evils,  will  fooner  or  later  ovcr- 
"  take  you.  Bear  me  to  bonds  or  death,  it 
"  is  equal  to  me  •>  but  fully  not  my  clear 
"  fame,  by  believing,  for  one  moment,  ye 
"  can  convince  or  intimidate  me.  I  repeat 
*c  you  may  deprive  me  of  life ;  but  my 
"honour  is  my  own,  and  fhall  never  be 
"  taken  from  me.  Heaven  only  grant,  as 
"  a  reward  for  my  fidelity  to  my  king,  that 
u  my  wife  and  children  may  be  enabled  to 
"  hold  their  faith  as  ftrong,  and  that  they 
B  3  "  may 
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«c  may  rejoice  in  the  profpect  of  death, 
"  which  will  remove  them  from  the  habi- 
"  tation  of  evil  and  tyranny,  as  I  do.    I  afk 

"  that  blefTing    from    Heaven  ! Of  the 

"  difturbers  of  peace  on  earth,  and  the 
"  abettors  of  treafon,  I  afk  nothing— —I 
"  will  accept  of  nothing." 

More  enraged  than  ever,  the  court  re- 
manded him  to  prifon,  where  the  feverities 
of  his  treatment  were  increafed  ten  fold ; 
nay,  to  fo  much  rigour  they  extended, 
that  he  requeued  the  hour  of  his  execution 
might  be  forwarded,  to  be  rid  of  the  im- 
portunity he  was  daily  expofed  to,  toge- 
ther with  the  barbarous  infults  he  experi- 
enced. Not  that  he  found  his  fidelity 
wavering,  but  it  was  irkfome  to  him  to 
be  forced  to  confer  with  fuch  wretches, 
and   to  be     conftrained   to  Men  to   their 

trea- 
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treafonable  converfation,  and  abufe  of 
a  government  and  monarch  refpedted  by 
him. 

His  ears,  too,  were  continually  wounded 
by  the  accounts  they  brought  him  of  his 
wife  and  family  :  they  told  him  me  joined 
her  intreaties  with  Congrefs,  that  he  would 
at  laft  open  his  eyes  to  the  true  falvation 
of  his  country,  and  aid  it  to  eftablifh  a  go- 
vernment and  dominion  of  its  own.  Thefe 
mean  artifices  were  of  little  avail. 

"  Although,"  faid  he,  «  I  had  not  time 
"  to  enforce  the  duties  of  their  ftation  up- 
"  on  them,  yet  I  know  the  principles  I 
«f  have  ever  inculcated,  have  made  too 
te  lafting  an  impreflkm  even  on  the  minds 
"  of  my  children  to  be  erafed.  Of  my 
"  wife,  I  have  not  the  fmalleft  apprehen 

B4  "  fion.. 
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"  fion.  Did  I  believe  (he  could  To  far  for- 
"  get  fhe  was  born  a  Briton,  I  would  re- 
"  quefl  her  to  be  brought  before  me, :  and 
"  thefe  arms,  whofe  greateft  happinefs  it 
"  has  been  to  enfold  her,  fhould  now  dafh 
"  her  from  me ;  that  hand,  which  united 
"  me  to  her,  fhould  plunge  a  dagger  in 
<c  her  bofom,  ere  fhe  fhould  live  a  traitor, 
"  or  nourifh  a  race  of  traitors !" 

Finding  him  ftill  fo  obftinate,  as  they 
ftyled  him,  they  were  feriouQy  determined 
to  make  him  a  public  example  of  their  ty- 
rannic power,  and  a  viftini-to  their  re- 
venge. But  there,  were  ftill"  fome  weighty 
reafons  that  operated  againft-  thafk  reeking 
their  vengeance  on  him  i»/rae  city  ef 
Bofton,  and  for  that  purpofe  ne  was  re- 
moved to  Charleftowo. 
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It    is  hardly  'poflible  to  conceive  die 
taunts  and  acrimonious  infults  he  received 
during  his  march  thither ;   he  was  heavily" 
ironed,  and  chained  to  the  tail  of  a  cart,, 
decorated  with  the  thirteen  ftripes,  branded! 
with  infamous  titles*  and  expofed  to  a  li- 
centious mob — thofe  facred  patrons  and 
prefer  vers  of  liberty  !  When  arrived,  he  was- 
thrown;  into  the  common  gaol,  to  await 
the  final  decifion  of  his  tyrants  :  here  he 
continued   feveral  weeks  longer-;,  whether" 
they   could    not  agree    on  his  mode  of 
punifliment,     or    whether    flail    he    had! 
fome  friends   left,   who  miftakenly  meant 
to  preferve  his   life,,  at  the  expence  of 
honour,  he    could,  not  learn;,  but  every 
week  the  order  for  his  death  was  counter- 
manded.     Many  times •  was-   he.  led  out 
for  execution  (the  fentence  of  which,,  qjh 
his  mock  trial,  was  hanging  and  quarter.- 


io  THE    SCHOOL 

ing),  and  then  frefh  orders  would  conduct 
him  back  again  to  his  prifon,  or  rather 
dungeon.  He  often  obferved  his  keeper 
would  look  on  him  with  the  utmoft  com- 
panion; that  he  not  unfrequently  dropped 
a  tear  when  he  led  him  forth  to  the  gibbet, 
and  as  he  apprehended  to  death,  and  the 
joy  that  would  flafh  in  his  eyes  when  he 
conducted  him  back  again  unhurt.  One 
night,  after  the  hour  that  it  was  ufual  to 
lock  him  in  the  inner  cell,  the  keeper  en- 
tered his  room,  and,  lhutting  the  door, 
begged  to  have  a  little  converfation  with 
him  :  he  lamented  the  dire  necefiity  he  had 
been  under,  of  treating  fo  refpectable  a 
gentleman  with  fuch  rigour,  which,  how- 
ever, he  had  mitigated  as  much  as  pof- 
fible.  Mr.  Pleydel  thanked  him,  and  de- 
clared he  thought  he  had  fuffered  as  few 
liardfnips  as  any  perfon  fo  circumftanced ; 

the 
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the  greateft  of  which  was  the  continual: 
hope  of  an  end  being  put  to  his  miferies- 
havi.ng  been  fo  often  fruftrated.  c<  Have 
"  you  then  ever  entertained  a  hope  of  ef- 
"  capi,ng  ?"  aflced  the  keeper  eagerly. 
"  Yes,"  anfwered  Mr.  Pleydel,  "  by  the 
«*  wretch's  laft  and  bell:  friend,   death." 

Cf  Oh,  Sir,"  he  replied,  "  I  think  fome 
"  way  may  be  yet  thought  of  to  preferve 
"you  from  fo  cruel  a  remedy  of  your 
«  fufferings." 

"  Such  as  they  are,"  faid  Mr.  Pleydel 
fternly,  "  leave  me  to  them,  and  do  not 
c<  add  the  infolence  of  office,-  to  the  duty 
"  you  owe  your  new  matters." 

The  keeper  vindicated  himfelf  from  the 

charge  of  infolence,   with  a  modeft  firm- 

B  6  nefs, 
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nefs,  that  induced  the  prifoner  to  liften  to 
him  with  more  attention  than  he  was  firft 
inclined  to  do.  He  recollected  the  looks 
of  the  man  on  the  many  occafions  enu- 
merated, when  they  were  certainly  une- 
quivocal. "  I  have  laboured  and  beat 
"  about,"  continued  the  keeper,  "  to  find 
*'  out  fome  fure  method  of  procuring 
"  your  enlargement  from  this  horrid  con- 
"  finement.  Do  not  think  it  is  merejy 
"  from  difinterefted  motives  that  I  feek  to 
<*  accomplifh  this  bufinefs  ;   it  is  from  the 

principle  of  gratitude :  you  know  not 
*'  my  perfon ;  but  that  I   am  exifting,  is 

owing  to  your  goodnefs  and  generofity. 
"  My  family  have  been,  and  are  ftill  in- 
*5  debted  to  you  for  every  advantage  they 
"  enjoy.  I  would  freely  die  to  ferve  you, 
V  and  I  will  die  to  prove  the  truth  of  my 
"afimioiu    Let  me  intreat  you  to   ex- 

"  change 


#< 
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ef  change  dreffes  with  me — follow  the  di- 
'*  re&ionsl  fhall  have  the  honour  of  giving 
ec  you,  "and  by  thefe  means  alone  you  will 
<c  efcape  the  hands,  of  your  cruel  enemies. 

"  And  what  is  to  become  of  my  generous 
«  benefactor  ?"   interrupted  Mr.  PleydeK 

«  No  matter ;  they  can  but  hang  me  ki. 
«  your  room,"  laid  he.. 

"  Pardon  me,'*  replied  Pleydel,  "-if  from 
"  the  inftances  I  have  fo  lately  received  of 
w  the  turpitude  of  human  nature,  whettde- 
*■«  generated  by  treafon,.  I,  for  a  moment, 
**■  qUeftion  a  zeal  fo  very  exalted.  Would 
^•youi  then  lofe  your  life  to  preferve  mine? 
**  Nature  would  revolt  againft  ity  even,  if 
"  your,  principles  were  ftrong  enougjj.  to 
'•'  bear  you  to  an  .object  you  now  contem- 

"  plate 
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te  plate  at  a  diftance.  I  have  long  made 
i(  myfelf  familiar  with  it,  and  yet  the  hopes 
<f  of  life  will  cling  round  the  heart,  and  the 
*l  foul  rejoices  at  continuing  the  union 
"  with  the  body  a  little  longer.  Could 
fC  the  efcape  be  effected  without  dan- 
<r  ger  to  you,  or  difhonour  to  my  prin- 
"  ciples,  I  mould  greatly  err  not  to  embrace 
"  the  opportunity- — Let  us  confult  toge- 
"  ther.  Is  there  not  a  poflible  chance  of 
t{  our  both  fharing  the  fame  fate,  and  mu~ 
tc  tually  affifting  each  other  ?" 

They  now  entered  ferioufly  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  it  was  agreed  that  the  keeper  the 
next  night  mould  bring  in  a  drefs  fimilar 
to  and  concealed  under  his  own.  It  had 
the  defired  effeft,  and  as  their  fize  was 
nearly  the   fame,  they   paffed,  one  fome 

time 
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time  after  the  other,  un&fpe&ed  by  anf 
perfon. 

They  met  when  clear  of  the  town,  and 
purfued  their  way  to  the  woods,  which  fur- 
roUnd  almoft  every  fettlement  in  America. 

The  fugitives  were  forced  to  lie  by  in 
the  day  concealed  in  the  woods,  and  travel 
as  faft  as  they  could  in  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country  in  the  night.  One  morning 
when  they  were  juft  going  to  encamp  for 
the  day  in  a  thick  plantation,  they  were 
befet  by  four  Indians  of  a  very  ferocious 
tribe.  They  had  furnifhed  themfelves 
with  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  yet  they 
were  unwilling  to  expofc  themfelves  to  the 
neceffity  of  ufing  them,  left  their  report 
fhould  cauie  any  alarm  in-  the  country. 
They  attempted  a  treaty  with  thefe  In- 
dians, 
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dians,  who  prepared  for  a  conteft  witH 
great  eagernefs.  Mr.  Pleydel  made  good 
tife  of  his  fufee  without  difcharging  it,  and 
knocked  down  one  of  the  ravages  j.  Ckm- 
fon,  the  keeper,  followed  his  example,  but 
was  inftantly  chopped. down,  with  a  hatchet: 
his  death  was  immediately  revenged  by 
Mr.  Pleydel,  who,  fixing  his  back  againft 
a  large  tree,,  fhot  the  mifcreant  through 
the  head  j,  and  then  drawing  out  a  piftol, 
difcharged  it  at  the  remaining  Indian,  and 
brought  him  to  the  ground.  This  was  all 
the  work  of  a  moment.  On  infpe&ion, 
he  found  the  two  Indians  were  not  dead> 
but  ftunned  with  the  contufion.  each,  had 
received  from  the  butt  ends  of  the  guns* 
Self  prefervation  urged  the  necefiny  of 
putting  an  end  to  their  exiftencej.  but 
human  nature  and  companion  pleaded 
for  the  two  men  now  unable,  to  defend 

them- 
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themfelves.      The  conflict  between  pru- 
dence and  mercy  was  but  fliort  -,   mercy 
prevailed.     He  dragged  the  bodies,  jufi: 
recovering  to  life,   to   the  neareft  trees, 
and  bound  them  at  fome  diftance  from  each 
other,  which  would  prevent  their  purfuit 
of  him  for  fome   time. — Then   dripping 
the  dead  Indians,  he  habited  himfelf  in 
their  clothing,  ftained  his  fkin  with  fome 
berries  with  which  the  woods  abound,  drop- 
ped a  hafty  tear  over  the  fate  of  his  faith- 
ful  companion   Cierafon,  and  fet  off  as 
faft  as  he  could  to  fome  fafc  retreat.    He 
was  fearful  of  going  to   any  fettlement, 
either  of  Indians  or  white  menj   fo  his 
cuftom  was  to  lie  by  whenever  he  hap- 
pened to  be  near  any,  till  the  fall  of  nighjt, 
when  he  went  onward.    All  this  time  he 
fuhfifted  on    what  the  woods   afforded, 
hardly  enough  to  fuftainlife.    He  flattered 

himfelf,, 
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himfelf,  if  he  could  reach  Albany  undis- 
covered, he  might  there  obtain  fome  in- 
telligence of  his  wife  and  children,  who  he 
had  heard  from  CK-mfon  were  driven  from 
Bofton,  and  poffibly  they  had  fought  an 
afylum  with  his  aunt. 

Some  miles  from  Tufcarora,  he  fell  in 
with  a  party  of  Indians,  whom  he  found 
friendly  to  the  white  men,  and  of  a  neutral 
tribe.  Though  they  foon  difcovered  he 
was  a  white  man,  yet  they  expreffed  no 
impertinent  curiofity,  which  would  have 
laid  him  under  the  neceflity  of  quitting 
them,  or  telling  more  of  his  hiftory  than 
fuited  the  exigencies  of  his  fituation. 
They  journeyed  together  with  very  little 
converfation,  till  happily  they  arrivedttt 
that  fpot  where  the  unfortunate  Pleydel 
and  Matilda  were  doomed  to  meet  each 

other, 
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other,  to  compare  their  feveral  difafters, 
and  to  weep  over  their  mutual  misfor- 
tunes. 


Albany  was  however  no  abiding  place 
for  the  fugitive  ;  even  the  circumftance  of 
an  Indian  chief  being  received  and  enter- 
tained at  the  houfe  of  a  widow,  would 
have  occafioned  a  great  deal  of  unplea- 
fant  fpeculation,  which  it  was  their  in- 
tereft  to  avoid  as  much  as  poffible.  It 
became  very  neceifary  to  call  a  council 
among  themfelves,  and  that  fome  plan 
fhould  be  formed,  by  which,  probably, 
they  might   make  a  fafe  retreat  from  the 

danger 
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danger  to  which  a  difcovery  would  infal- 
libly expofe  them. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  royal  army 
were  now  at  New  York  j  to  that  province 
Mr.  Pleydel  was  moft  inclined  to  proceed; 
my  lifter  rather  wiihed  to  quit  the  fatal  con- 
tinent, and  feek  refuge  in  her  native 
country,  and  the  arms  of  her  relations ;  fhe 
ufed  fuch  powerful  arguments  in  favour  of 
her  predilection,  that  her  hufband  aban- 
doned his  former  refolution.  Indeed  ,  he 
had  not  much  to  oppofe  to  her  reafoning. 

The  world  was  all  before  themj 
Where  to  chafe.  ■       ■    ■ 

He  had  no  pofleflions,  nor  could  he  ex- 
ercife  any  profefiion,  as  it  behoved  him 
to  lie  concealed  ;  the  fate  of  die  unhappy 

eonteft 
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conteft  being  as  much  undetermined  as  at 
the  beginning,  and  who  mould  conquer 
equally  uncertain.  A  profcription  had 
gone  forth,  both  againft  him  and  his  wife, 
and  a  large  price  fet  on  their  heads,  where- 
by he  was  precluded  from  applying  to  any 
perfon,  left,  under  the  femblance  of  friend- 
fhip,  they  mould  be  tempted  to  betray 
him  into  the  hands  of  his  mercilefs  ene- 
mies. Should  he  Teach  the  army  in  fafety, 
he  might  indeed  obtain  protection  while, 
they  were  victorious,  but  he  flood  lit- 
tle chance  of  fupport.  The  polls  were 
all  filled  ',  and,  perhaps,  it  would  be  only 
exchanging  one  place  where  he  fhould 
ftarve,  to  another  where  he  could  not 
fubfift. 

As  his  employment  had    been   in   the 
civil  line,  and  he  had,  by  doing  his  duty 

in 
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in   his  ftation,  incurred  ruin  on  himfelf 
and  family,  he  hoped,  by  dating  his  mif-; 
fortunes  to  government,  he  mould  meet 
\?ith  relief,  at  leaft  it  was  worth  the  trial. 

Thefe  matters  being  arranged,  the  next 
ftep  was  to  put  them  in  execution,  and  that 
without  delay.  My  fitter,  happy  in  the  pro- 
fpe<5t  of  once  more  tailing  the  bleflings  of 
peace  in  her  own  land,  loft  not  a  moment  in 
making  every  neceflary  preparation  -,  but 
here  many  difficulties  arofefufficient  to  have 
overthrown  the  ftrongeft  refolution.  There 
was,  however,  no  alternative — the  die  was 
caft,  and  whether  they  ihould  fucceed  or 
fail  depended  no  longer  on  themfelves  ; 
they  relied  on  that  Being  who  had  hitherto 
preferved  them,  and  trufted  in  his  power 
for  all  the  future. 

i  The 
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The  night  following,  a  fmall  tumbril 
was  engaged  to  carry  the  wanderers  they 
hardly  knew  whither.  In  this  were  placed 
their  /lender  baggage,  and  the  two  little 
children,  the  eldeft  only  three  years  of.  age. 
The  bleffings  and  prayers  of  Mrs.  Wel- 
lers  attended  them,  with  what  fuccours  of 
provilions    and   money   fhe  could   afford 

...  ■       <  '<  } 

them.  On  mature  deliberation  theyjudged 
it  more  proper  to  go  to  the  army  at  New 
York,  as  from  thence  they  flood  the  beft 
chance  of  getting  fhipping  to  England. 
Painful  and  tedious  was  their  journey 
through  thick  woods,  deep  defiles,  and  moft- 
ly  an  uninhabited  country;  this  laft,  indeed, 
was  a  circumftance  they  rather  rejoiced  in, 
as  the  countenance  of  each  perfon  they 
met  feemed  hoftile  to  their  caufe,  and  fil- 
led their  bofoms  with  alarms.  Sometimes 
they  were  obliged  to  reft  whole  days,  left 

their 
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their  poor  beaft  mould  be  unable  to  ao 
complifh  the  march  ;  the  even  providing 
forage  for  him  in  a  country  that  had  been 
ravaged  by  war,  was  attended  with  difficul- 
ty :  for  themfelves,  they  barely  fuftained 
life,  beftowing  what  they  could  fpare  on 
the  poor  children,  who  were  much  the  bed 
off  in  the  whole  party,  as  their  infant  ftate 
rendered  them  infenfible  of  the  dangers 
and  diftrefles  to  which  their  unfortunate 
parents  were  hourly  expofed.  At  length, 
almoft  fpent  with  fatigue  and  hard  liv- 
ing, they  happily  reached  King's- B/idge  ; 
where  the  firft  bufinefs  of  Mr.  Pleydel  was 
to  fend  to  the  commanding  officer,  with 
whom  he  luckily  had  fome  acquaintance. 
Nothing  could  equal  this  gentleman's  fur- 
prife,  when,  in  the  perfons  of  an  Indian 
chief  and   his  fquaw,  he  recognized    the 

of   America,   and  his  wife. 

5  He 


FOR  FATHERS.  a$ 
He  received  them  with  great  cordiality, 
and  fupplied  their  neceffities  as  well  as  he 
could  i  but  as  the  army  was  then  driving  to 
bring  on  an  engagement,  it  was  thought 
better  to  remove  them  to  New  York :  they 
were  fent  under  an  efcort,  and  a  lodging 
appointed  for  them,  till  fome  conveyance 
could  be  found  for  their  failing  to  the  mo- 
ther country. 

They  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing an  account  of  their  diftrefled  fituation 
both  to  government  and  to  my  father,  with 
the  refolution  they  had  taken,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  their  friends,  of  coming  to  Eng- 
land as  foon  as  poflible.  In  a  few  weeks 
after  a  veffel  laden  with  merchandize  fail- 
ed from  New  York,  in  which  this  forlorn 
family  took  their  paffage.  Now  they  began 
to  breathe  freely;  in  the  profpecl;  of  being 
Vol.  II.  C  foon 
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from  the  wounds  he  had  received)  that  it 

i 

would  be  the  wifer  way  to  ftrike,  and  call 
for  quarter. — They  were  inftantly  boarded, 
and  the  bill  oflading  called  for.  One  of  the 
American  lieutenants  infpefled  the  veffel, 
which  he  reported  to  be  much  injured 
from  the  number  of  fhot  that  had  raked 
her;  and  almoft  all  4ier  rigging  destroyed. 
They  next  proceeded  to  pillage  her  of 
every  thing  valuable,  and  conveyed  it  on 
board  their  own  veffel,  which  had  not  fuf- 
fered  a  little  from  the  fpirit  with  which  the 
captive  fhip  had  engaged  her.  While  they 
were  removing  the  cargo,  a  fail  came  in 
view,  which  they  perceived  to  be  an  Eng- 
lifti  frigate.  Its  force  appeared  to  be  much 
fuperior  tO'their  own  ;  befides,  king's  fhips 
are  not  that  kind  of  game  thefe  marauders 
are  in  queft  of.  Security  was  now  their 
only  aim — to  accomplifh  which  they  piped 
3  all 
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all  hands  on  board,  and  after  boring  holes 
in  the  hull  of  the  unfortunate  merchantman 
(it  being  too  di fabled  to  fail  as  faft  as  they 
wanted),  they  left  the  remainder  of  the 
wretched  crew  (raking  only  a  few  to  fup- 
ply  their  own  lofs)  to  the  mercy  of  the 
waves,  or  rather  to  a  certain  death. 


Continuation. 


Here,  as  my  filler  pathetically  fays  in 
her  relation,  the  diftrefs  of  the  furround- 
ing  unfortunate  wretches  in  general,  and 
her  own  in  particular,  became  too  bad  for 
language  to  defcribe.  Two-thirds  of  the 
crew  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and 
half  of  thofe  that  remained  unhurt  were 
forced  on  board  the  privateer,  which  was 
C   3  now 
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now  (leering  from  them  with  all  the  fail 
they  could  carry.  The  frigate  which  had 
ftruck  terror  in  the  captors,  was  a  great 
way  off",  and  they  could  perceive  her  giv- 
ing chace  to  the  enemy.  No  hopes  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  the  unhappy  creatures, 
but  of  getting  out  the  long  boat  as  fpeedi- 
ly  as  pofiibfe,  as  there  was  no  chance  of 
the  fhip  keeping  much  longer  above  water. 
Matilda,  refigned  to  her  fate,  was  fupport- 
ing  her  hufband,  whofe  wounds  had  been 
drefled,  and  both  the  children  lying  on  the 
bed,  when  a  feaman  ran  into  the  cabin, 
bidding  them  come  along  that  moment  if 
they  wifhed  to  fave  their  lives,  as  the  fhip 
was  finking,  and  the  long  boat  would  be 
filled  and  off  before  they  could  get  to  her. 
Some  others  ran  in  out  of  compaflion, 
and  actually  dragged  my  fitter  by  force 
away  from  her  hufband,   whom  fhe  was 

clinging 
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clinging  to. — One  man  fnatched  up  the 
children,  and  threw  them,  at  the  hazard 
of  being  trampled  to  death,  into  the  boat. 
The  horror,  which  now  feized  poor  Ma- 
tilda at  the  ideaof  abandoning  her  wound- 
ed hufb and,  is  not  to  be  expreffed :  fhe  refifted 
their  efforts  as  long  as  fhe  could,  while 
Pleydel  befought  her  with  the  utmoft 
earneftnefs  to  confent  to  her  own  preferva- 
tion  for  the  fake  of  her  wretched  children, 
and  to  leave  him  to  his  fate,  which  a  few 
minutes  would  decide.  Her  fenfes  were 
almoft  gone,  and  in  a  ftate  more  dead  than 
alive  they  lifted  her  into  the  boat.  She  had 
juft  recollection  enough  to  know  the  mate 
(the  captain  being  killed),  who  had  now 
the  command,  and,  throwing  herfelf  at  his 
feet,  implored  his  interference,  that  fhe 
might  not  be  feparated  from  her  dying 
hufband  •,  if  he  would  not  confent  to  her 
C  4  return- 
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returning  to  the  finking  veflel,  or  mercifully 
give  orders  for  his  being  brought  thither, 
Ihe  would  not  furvive  his  deftiny,  but  feek 
him  in  the  ocean.     She  actually  ran  to  the 
boat's  fide,   and  would  have  precipitated 
herfelf  into  the  fea,  had  he  not  afTured 
her  he  would  lie  by,  till  two  failors  had 
endeavoured  to  bring  Pleydel  on   board. 
With  great  difficulty  this  talk  was  effected, 
and  fhe  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  her 
beloved  hufband,   at  leaft  in  a  fituation  of 
fharingher  fortune  bad  as  it  was  ;  and  hap- 
pily by   her   means    and    perfuafion  (for 
being  the   only   woman  fhe  had  perhaps 
more  influence)  feveral  of  the  poor  wound- 
ed  men  were  lifted  on  board,  who,  but 
for  her,  would  have  been  left  to  fink  with 
the  fnip,   which  circumftance  happened  in 
a  very  few  minutes  after   they   had  got  in 
three  or  four  cafks  of  provifion,  and   had 

rowe  U 
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rowed  the  boat  fome  diftance  off:  which 
laft  was  very  neceffary,  left  the  influx 
fhould  have  involved  them  in  its  vortex. 

To  add  to  the  meafure  of  their  misfor- 
tunes, a  ftorm  of  wind,  with  thunder  and 
lightning,  came  on  at  night,  and  early 
the  next  morning  they  were  driven  on 
fhore  off  St.  Mary's  on  the  rocks  of 
Scilly.  Here  a  fie(h  matter  of  grief  pre- 
fented  itfelf,  for  one  of  the  dear  little  chil- 
dren was  dafhed  to  pieces  before  the  eyes 
of  his  diffracted  parents,  who  were  unable 
to  afford  him  the  lead  fuccour.  With  the 
utmoft  hazard  they  at  laft  got  on  fhorei 
reduced  to  the  loweft  pitch  of  poverty 
and  defpair ;  for  what  little  matter  of 
money  they  had  carried  on  board  with 
them  was  now  loft,  except  the  trifle  each 
had  in  their  pockets;  and  clothes  they  had 
C  5  none, 
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none,  but  thofe  on  their  backs,  as  no- 
thing could  be  faved  out  of  the  £hip. 
Perfons  who  look  no  farther  than  the  bare 
prefervation  of  their  lives,  only  provide 
for  their  fuftenance;  they  think  of  no- 
thing elfe.  Of  the  wounded  part  of  the 
crew,  not  one  efcaped  to  land  but  Mr. 
Pleydelj  nor  would  he,  probably,  but 
from  the  hopes  of  the  mate,  that  as  he 
had  filled  a  public  character  in  America, 
his  name  -would  procure  them  fome  ad- 
vantages from  the  governor,  when  his 
former  rank  fhould  be  made  known.  This 
idea,  whether  well  or  ill  founded,  ope- 
rated in  favour  of  Mr.  Pleydel,  whofe 
life  was  preferved  in  confequence  of  it. 
He  was  carried  to  a  houfe  in  the  fuburbs, 
being  too  much  exhaufted  to  bear  more 
fatigue ;  thither  my  poor  fitter  followed 
him,  prefling  her  now  only  child  to  her 

bofom, 
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bofom,  and  bathing  its  innocent  face  with 
her  fruitlefs  tears. 

Happily  Mr.  Pleydel  was  of  the  fociety 
of  free-mafons,  which  was  of  fingular  fer- 
vice  to  him  and  all  his  diftreffed  compa- 
nions. There  is  a  kind  of  magnetic  fym- 
pathy,  one  would  fuppofe,  or  intuitive  pre- 
fcience  among  mafons;  for  he  inftantly 
difcovered  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  to  be 
one  alfo,  who  at  the  fame  time.  exprefTed 
that  kind  of  rapture  at  feeing  him,  as  if 
they  had  been  intimate  friends.  The 
beft  advice  and  afliftance  of  all  forts  were 
directly  afforded  him,  and  every  mafon 
in  Scilly  flocked  to  fee  their  brother,  and 
procure  him  all  the  comforts  in  their 
power. 

C  6  There 
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There  cannot,  I  think,  be  a  more  forci- 
ble argument  in  favour  of  mafonry,  than 
that  it  unites  all  the  world,  as  it  were,  in 
one  family.  So  many  have  experienced 
the  advantages  refulting  from  it,  that  I 
almofi:  wonder  any  man  fhould  object  to 
belong  to  one  or  other  of  the  lodges  of 
that  order  •,  particularly  thofe  whofe  pro- 
feflions  lead  them  to  travel. 

Perhaps  you  did  not  expect  an  advo- 
cate for  free-mafonry  in  a  woman,  who 
is  by  prefcription  for  ever  debarred  from 
being  a  member.  But  in  my  patriotifm 
I  forget  my  fex  ;  and  in  its  real  utility 
overlook  its  only  imperfection,  a  want 
of  liberality  of  fentiment,  in  fuppofing  no 
woman  could  preferve  its  fecrets.  If  I 
was  a  man  1  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
free-mafon.       I     revere     its    inftitution, 

though 
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though  a  woman  ;  but  yet  feel  no  more 
inclination  to  be  inftructed  in  its  myfteries, 
than  I  do  in  the  guidance  of  the  balloon, 
which  is  juft  now  the  falhionable  topic 
both  here  and  at  Paris;  they  being  equal- 
ly out  of  my  fphere  and  character. 

But  to  have  done  with  my  obfervations, 
and  return  to  the  forlprn  party  at  St. Mary's. 
The  wounds  of  Mr.  Pleydel  (being  much 
irritated  by  the  various  fucceeding  acci- 
dents he  had  encountered)  had  thrown 
him  into  a  violent  fever,  which  lafted 
five  weeks ;  during  the  greater  part  of  that 
time  his  life  was  not  expected.  At  laft 
he  did  recover  llovvly,  and  my  filler  began 
to  grow  very  impatient  to  get  to  England. 
As  foon  as  Mr.  Pleydel  was  able  to  bear 
motion,  and  a  paffage  could  be  procured, 
they  once  more  committed -themfelves  to 

the 
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the  waves,  and  in  a  fhort  time  landed  at 
Falmouth  j  from  thence  they  made  the 
beft  of  their  way  up  to  London,  to  the 
arms  of  their  almoft  defpairing  friends, 
who  had  given  up  all  thoughts  of  ever 
feeing  them  again. 

Good  God !  what  a  meeting  it  was ! 
I  {hall  never  have  the  fcene  out  of  my  me- 
mory. Itwould  be  too  touching  to  expatiate 
on,  particularly  too,  as  I  have  already  been 
fo  minute,  which  I  did  not  intend  to  be, 
when  I  began  the  relation.  I  fliould  (tar 
I  had  almoft  fatigued  you  :  and  indeed 
nothing  but  the  defire  of  obliging  you  in 
it,  could  have  induced  me  to  enter  upon 
it  at  all. 

Mr.  Pleydel  loft  no  time  in  laying  his 
cafe  before  the  Minifter,  who  perhaps  at- 
tended 
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tended  rather  more  alertly  to  the  bufinefs, 
as  my  brother's  vote  was  wanted  on  fome 
particular  meafure.  Government  made 
him  an  appointment,  which  although  ex- 
tremely inadequate  to  his  loffes,  was  ex- 
ceedingly welcome  ;  and  I  believe  Matil- 
da would  gladly  have  relinquished  every 
profpect  of  grandeur,  for  the  certainty  of 
paffing  the  reft  of  her  days  in  a  quiet  cot- 
tage at  home.  I  thought  of  her  when  you 
drew  the  picture  of  the  Dennifons ;  and 
even  wifh  they  were  in  pofTeffion  of  fuch- 
a  "  bleft  retreat."  The  miniftry,  how- 
ever, thought  otherwife  for  them :  and 
about  eighteen  months  fince,  Mr.  Pley- 
del  was  appointed  to  a  very  good  poft  in 
New-York,  though  by  no  means  fo  lucra- 
tive as  that  he  before  poffefled. 

He 
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He  thought  himfelf  too  young  a  man 
to  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  a  life  of  idle.- 
nefs,  and  perhaps  flattered  himfelf  that 
Great  Britain  would  yet  fubdue  her  re- 
bellious children,  and  he  fhould  ftand  a 
chance  of  recovering  fome  of  his  patri- 
mony. America  too  is  his  native  coun- 
try, and  we  have  an  infenfible  partiality 
to  a  place,  fimply  from  having  been  born 
there.  We  talk,  of  being  cofmopolites, 
and  citizens  of  the  world,  but  we  ftill  feel, 
if  we  do  not  acknowledge,  that  there  is 
one  little  fpot  more  dear  to  us  than  any 
other,  that  we  never  think  of  without  an 
emotion,  to  which  we  can  fcarcely  give  a 
name ;  or  quit,  without  calling  "  a  long- 
"  ing,  lingering  look." 

All  places,  however    (in  contradiction 

to 
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to  my  afTertion),  were  equal  to  my  lifter; 
though  I  am  certain  her  own  choice  would 
have  led  her  to  remain  in  England  :  but 
fhe  always  fuited  herfelf  to  the  occafion, 
and  is  of  a  moft  happy  frame  of  mind, 
neither  meeting,  or  finking  under  misfor- 
tunes ;  ftill  looking  forward  with  hope; 
and  if  the  profpecl  is  clouded  over  in  this 
world,  fo  that  the  vifual  orb  cannot  pierce 
the  gloom,  fhe  can  extend  her  views  be- 
yond it,  to  that  flate  where  virtue  and 
conftancy  in  right  doing  will  moft  af- 
furedly  be  rewarded  ! 

Few  women  have  had  fuch  occafions  for 
the  exertion  of  fortitude  as  herfelf.  But 
had  I  never  heard  the  relation  of  her  mis- 
fortunes, and  only  had  feen  what  fhe  fuf- 
fered  on  the  lofs  of  her  laft,  and  perhaps 
moft-loved  child,  which  happened  by  the 

meafles 
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meafles  about  two  months  before  they 
left  us,  I  fhould  not  have  believed  it  pof* 
fible  fhe  could  have  fupported  the  many 
afflictions  fhe  had  gone  through. 

The  mind  is  not  equally  ftrong  at  all 
times.  This  is  a  common,  but  a  very 
true  obfervation,  which  a  flight  know- 
ledge  of  mankind  will  fhew  us.  My 
filler  was  almoft  worn  to  a  fhadow  by  her 
anxiety  during  the  illnefs  of  the  infant, 
and  her  grief  when  it  was  no  more.  The 
troubles  fhe  had  before  experienced,  called 
for  extraordinary  exertions ;  they  were  un- 
common, and  of  a  nature  that  feldom  at- 
tacks the  generality  of  perfons.  Provi- 
dence might  infufe  a  greater  portion  of 
fortitude  (as  it  is  faid  to  e<  temper  the 
cc  wind  to  the  fhorn  lamb")  to  enable  her 
to  fupport  herfelf  and  others.,  during  thofe 

trials. 
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trials.     Her  fpirits  were  kept  in  a  date  of 
agitation  for  a  length  of  time,  and  every 
prefent  diftrefs  called  for  refiftance,  as  ftill 
worfe  it  was  to  be  dreaded  would  follow. 
They  had  now  fubfided  into  a  calm,  and 
fhe  formed  to  herfelf  a  life  of  quietnefs 
and  mediocrity  ;   devoting  the  remainder 
of  her  days  to  the  making  her  little  dwel- 
ling-place pleafing  to  her  hufband,    and 
giving   up  the  chief  of  her  time  to  the 
education  of  her  only  child.     This  laft 
ftroke  ftole  upon  her  in  the  hour  of  fancied 
fecurity,  and  found  her   bofom  defence- 
lefs;     It  opened  afrelh  all  her  wounds ;  it 
renewed  all  her  fufferings.     "  Still  is  the 
"  cup    of    afiti&ion    unexhaufled 1"    Ihe 
cried. — Again  lhe  faw  each  of  her  darlings 
expire  j  again  her  maternal  heart  bled  at 
every  vein ! 

We 
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We  wifhed  Mr.  Pleydel  would  leave 
her  behind  him,  till  he  was  fettled  in  his 
new  ftation,  and  time  had  foftened  the 
afperity  of  her  grief;  but  this,  though  he 
would  have  confented  to,  ftie  would  not 
bear  the  thought  of.  Our  parting  was  a 
mournful  one ;  my  father  and  mother 
now  looked  on  it  as  eternal,  and  indeed 
fo  we  may  all,  for  there,  is  little  probability 
of  their  ever  returning  to  England:  unlefs, 
which  Heaven  forbid,  we  fhould  lofe  every 
thing  in  America.  Fatal  conteft!  un- 
happy, unnatural  war  !  How  much  have 
they  to  anfwer  for  who  were  the  firft  in- 
ftigators  of  it !  Surely  there  is  a  retribu- 
tion to  be  made,  and  heavy  it  will  fall  on 
fome  ! 


And 
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And  now  will  not  Alfred  allow  I  have 
given  him  a  counterpart  to  his  hiftory  of 
the  Dennifons  ?    Alas !    I  doubt  almoft 
every   family    in   that  unhappy    country 
might  furnifh  out  a  mournful  ftory  that 
would  but  too    well  accord  with    thofe 
that  have  fallen  more  immediately  with- 
in our  knowledge.     How   long  will   this 
fatal  delufion  continue,   that  thus  divides 
families,  and  plunges  nations  in  endlefs 
ruin  ?   This  unnatural  war,  carried  on  by 
prejudice  and  fa&ion,  how  will  it  read  in 
the  annals  of  hiftory  ?    A  child  refilling 
and  flying  in  the  face  of  its  parent.     A 
parent  perhaps  too  rigorous  in   afTerting 
its  claim  to  obedience.     It  is  dreadful  for 
the  public  :  it  is  ftill  more  fo  for  the  indi- 
vidual ! 

I  neither 
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I  neither  afk  or  wifh  to  know  your  po- 
litical principles.  I  know  your  heart  is  be- 
nevolent, and  that  it  fympathizes  in  the  dif- 
trefies  of  your  fellow  creatures,  which  your 
hand  fails  not  to  relieve  to  the  utmoft  of 
your  power.  Thefe  are  traits  which  I 
fee,  and  admire.  I  glory  in  faying  they 
are  congenial  to  the  fentiments  of  Elwina. 
But  if  I  was  infenfible  to  thofe  amiable 
virtues,  I  fhould  be  unworthy  to  be 
called  the  friend  of  Alfred  !  the  title  I  af- 
pire  to,  and  hope  ever  to  retain. 

An  amiable,  fenfible  and  candid  friend, 
is  in  the  place  of  a  fecond  confcience. 
We  feel  a  wifh  of  acquitting  ourfelves. 
to  them,  as  if  they  had  a  prefcient  know- 
ledge of  all  we  do.  Since  I  have  had  the 
happinefs  of  your  acquaintance,  I  fancy 

you 
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you  take  an  intereft  in  all  that  concerns  me, 
however  trifling  or  minute.     "  I  will  prac- 
"  tife  this  leffon,"    I  cry,    "  becaufe  it  is 
"  quite  in  Alfred's  tafte.     Alfred  admired 
"  thefe  ribbands ;    they  fhall  adorn   my 
"  hat :    thefe   are  the  books   he  pointed 
"  out  to  me ;    they  fhall  form  a  part  of 
t(  my  library.     This  myrtle  is  facred  to 
"  Alfred  ;    can  I  then  omit  my  care  of 
"  it  ?    My  drawings  he  has  commended  ; 
"  I  will  not  fail  to  employ  fuch  a  portion 
"  of  time  as  will  make  me  a  proficient  in 
"  that  art."     By  this  kind  of  mental  ma- 
chinery, Alfred  is  prefent  with  me  where- 
ever  I  go,  or  however  employed.     And 
is  he  fenfible  of  thefe  "  follies  of  friend- 
tc  fhip  ?"    Does  the  idea  of  Elwina  mix  in 
his  ftudies  ?   Does  fhe  accompany  him  in 
his  evening  walks  ?  Why  do  I  make  it  a 
queftion  ?    Has  he  not  faid,   that  even 

in 
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in  his  fleep,  fhe  is  the  heroine  of  his 
dreams  ?  Yes,  Alfred,  I  fometimes  dream 
too.  But  philofophers  fay,  all  this  life  is 
but  a  dream.  I  wilh  fometimes  it  were  fo 
indeed.  Enough,  however,  of  all  this.  I 
am  in  reality  moft  fincerely  yours, 

ELWINA, 


LET 
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LETTER     XVII. 


Alfred    to    Elwika. 

TJT  °  w  ^a11  I  fufBciently  thank  my 
**■  ■*■  fweet  biographer  for  the  pathetic 
relation  her  elegant  pen  has  tranfcribed 
for  me  T  What  charming  reflections  and 
delightful  language  you  have  employed 
throughout  the -whole!  What  greater  ho- 
nour could  Alfred  wifh  for,  than  that  El- 
wina  fhould  write  his  hiftory  i 

Vol.  II.  D  O  EI- 
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O  Elwina,  how  much  are  you  my  fupe- 
rior  in  every  thing !  But  fo  far  am  I  from 
envying  your  excellencies,  that  I  feel  the 
utmofl.  exultation,  as  if  the  praife  due  to 
you,  reflected  honour  on  your  humble, 
faithful  friend. 

The  hiftory  of  your  amiable  filler,  and 
of  the  Dennifons    too   plainly  prove  the 
deftructive    "  Calamities  of  Civil  War." 
Of  the  former  I  fhould  fay  a  great  deal, 
and  have  felt  a  great  deal,  even  had  fhe 
not  an   infinite  claim  to  my  intereft  in 
being  the  fifter  of  Elwina.     I  admire  her 
fortitude ;  but  I  muft  adore  her  very  ele- 
gant  panegyrift   and   hiilorian.      I   have 
read  it  over  and  over  with   an  increafe 
of  delight   and   fatisfadtion,    though   yet 
painful   reflections.      Did   not    the   tears 
Ileal  down  the  cheek  of  Elwina  while  fhe 
a  traced 
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traced  the  melancholy  events  ?  I  know  it 
could  not  be  otherwife  j  it  could  not  be 
written  without  fuch  proofs  of  amiable  fym- 
pathy ;  nor  could  it  be  read  unmoved.  Happy 
Pleydel !  Yes,  amidft  all  thy  misfortunes 
let  me  ftyle  thee  fo.  Oh,  how  wert  thou 
beloved  i  I  wifh  I  could  behold  this  Ma- 
tilda. Should  I  be  able  to  trace  out  the 
family  features  of  the  charming  Elwina?  I 
fancy  each  moment  fhe  muft  be  like  you. 
I  even  pictured  to  myfelf,  fo  abforbed  was 
I  in  the  ftory,  that  you  were  indeed  the 
perfon  whofe  misfortunes  you  related. 
Elwina,  it  was  dangerous  to  my  peace.  I 
threw  down  the  paper  with  an  agony  I 
cannot  defcribe  ;  I  traverfed  the  room  al- 
moft  in  a  phrenzy.  It  was  fome  time  be- 
fore I  could  colled  my  fcattered  fenfesj 
my  weaknefs  made  me  afhatfiedj  I 
blufhed  although  alone,  and  determined 
D  2  to 
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to  read  on  in  a  mere  matter  of  fa£t  man- 
ner, ftriving  even  to  forget  whofe  charm- 
ing hand  had  penned  the  hiftory. 

How  liberal  your  elogium  on  mafonry  ! 
How  much  do  I  admire  you  for  it !  Were 
I  not  intended  for  a  clerical  life,  I  Ihould 
•certainly  become  a  brother  of  the  order, 
as  you  recommend  it  fo  ftrongly  :  I  have 
not  the  lead  idea  of  its  myfteries,  though 
I  fee,  and  acknowledge  its  ufes,  as  you 
juftly  obferve,  particularly  .to  all  men  that 
travel. 

Is  it  not  temerity  in  me  to  fay,  I  am 
convinced  I  Ihould  preftrve  its  fecrets  in- 
violably .?  J  could  have  no  temptation  to 
tell  them,  as  I  am  certain  Elwina  would 
«ever  prefs  to  have  them  difcovered,  and 
no  .OAe  but  herfelf  could  influence  me. 

There 
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There    have  been    women  admitted,   I 
believe,    one   for   certain,    the    renowned 
cfueen  of  Sheb'a;     Solomon,  who  was  the 
v/ifeft  of   all  men,   had   not   fuch  narrow*' 
prejudices    as    his    descendants.       And    I 
tlVink    I    have    heard    our    virgin    queen 
Elizabeth  was  of  the  number.      It  is  an 
illiberal  idea,  that  a  woman   cannot  keep 
a  fecret.     I  doubt   the   fault  lies-  in    the 
raen  making  improper  confidants.     A  wor- 
mian of  virtue  and  fenfe,  we  every  day  ex- 
perience, is-  capable  of  exerting  the  noblefl 
faculties,  and  difplaying  ftrength  of  mind, 
courage,  fortitude,   (and  though   a  more 
pailive,  not    lefs    a    virtue)   patience   and 
conftancy.        How    noble     and"   elevated 
above  almoft    any  man,    was    that   lady, 
whom  we   read  of  in  hiftory,   whofe  huf- 
band,  through  her  means,  had  eluded  the 
vigilance  of  Cromwell.      When  fhe  was 
D  3  apprehended,, 
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apprehended,  (he  was  threatened  with 
death,  unlefs  me  difcovered  where  (he  had 
hidden  him;  but  with  fafe  conduct  to 
her  home  if  fhe  would  reveal  the  place. 
«  In  my  heart,"  fhe  cried,  "  he  lies  con- 
"  cealed :  there  fearch  for  him  j  my 
"  tongue  mall  never  betray  him." 

Perfons  are,  however,  too  ready  in 
difclofing  fecrets,  to  prove  that  fome  one 
has  been  miftaken  enough  in  their  charac- 
ter to  believe  them  capable  of  confidence. 
Rut  what  defcription  are  fuch  perfons  of  ?■ 
As  Shakefpear  fays, 

Let  no  fuch  man  be  trailed, 

Secrets  are  frequently  told  in  the  firtt 
ardours  of  kindnefs  or  of  love;  and  I 
have  heard  a  very  fenfible,  and  I   believe 

experienced 
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experienced  man  fay,  for  he  was,  a  mar- 
ried one,  that  there  are  fome  foft  mo- 
ments, when  it  is  impoffible  to  refufe  any 
thing  to  a  woman.  It  would  be  churliih 
to  refufe  a  woman  at  any  time  fuch  fatis- 
fa&ions  which  a  man  could  grant  with 
honours  but  furely  no  man  can  fay  his 
honour  will  allow  him  in  any  cafe  to  dif- 
clofe  a  fecret,  the  divulging  of  which 
Would  injure  his  friend,  or  fociety  in 
general.  I  have  fo  high  an  idea  of  a  vir- 
tuous, prudent  wife,  that  I  believe  fhe 
would  rather  revere  the  fleadinefs  that 
refufed,  than  the  weaknefs  which  com- 
plied with  her  requeft. 

I  think  Samfon   fhewed  his   head  not 

equal  in  ftrength  to  his  body  in  difclof- 

ing  the  fecret  of  the  lock  of  hair  to  his. 
D  4  wife 
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wife  Dalilah.  Nor  was  his  prudence  very 
eonfpicuous  in  making  choice  of  fuch  a 
wife,  whofe  principles,  if  fhe  had  any^ 
muft  have  devoted  her  to  her  native 
Philiftia. 

It  is  faid,  and  withfome  degree  of  truth, 
that  two  friends  have  but  one  foul  be- 
tween them  j  and  therefore  telling  a  fecrec 
to  a  friend  (who  has  a  right  to  know  all" 
that  the  other  is  informed  of)  is  not  ex- 
trnding  the  knowledge  of  it.  I  believe  it 
is  Montaigne  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  this  convenient  exemption  from  pre- 
ferving  inviolate  the  fecrets  which  are 
communicated  to  us.  It  is  a  curious 
maxim  certainly,  that  to  tell  a  fecret  to  a 
friend  is  no  breach  of  fidelity,  bscaufe 
the  number  of  perfons  trufted  is  not  mul- 
tiplied, 


FOR    FATHERS.        $f 

tfplied,  a  man  and  his  friend  being  virtu- 
ally the  fame.  But  an  ideot  may  fee  the; 
fallacy  of  this  reafoning,  as,  with  this  lati- 
tude, confidence  may  run  on  without  end  ; 
the  fecond  perfon  may  tell  the  fecret  to  a 
third,  on  the  fame  principle  as  he  received 
it  from  the  fir  ft,  ad  infinitum. 

Now  will  Elwina  fuppofe  this  is  premif- 
ed  in  cafe  I  fhoukl  ever  become  a  member 
of  the  laudable  fraternity  of  mafons  ?  You* 
fee  I  am  pre-determined  not  to  difclofe 
the  fecret,  even  to  the  chofen  friend  of  my 
heart;  my  more  than  fecond  felf!  But 
before  I  am  enrolled5  I  will  be  convinced 
that  there  is  nothing  that  would  militate 
againft  the  vow  of  loyalty  I  have  taken  to 
my  liege  lady  and  fovereign  of  all  my 
hopes  and  fears,  to  whom  I  have  fworn 
D  5  everlafting 
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everlafling  fealty  and  homage  to  my  life's 
end;  and  whom  I  fhall  foon,  thank  Heaven, 
have  the  happinefs  of  affuring  from  my  own 
lips,  how  very  much  I  am  her  faithful 
iervant  and  friend, 

ALFRED. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XVIII. 


Alfred  to  Elwina. 

WHERE  flept  my  guardian  angel  this 
day,  that  it  whifpered  not  to  El- 
wina, that  Alfred  would  take  the  wingft 
of  the  morning,  aided  by  the  tendered;, 
pureft  friendlhips,  to  antedate  the  happi- 
nefs  which  the  party  from  L— —  purpofe 
enjoying  iiext  Thurfday  ? 

I  have  begged  a  (heet  of  paper  to  tell 

you  how  extremely  I  am  mortified.     My 

too  prophetic  heart  funk  when  I  faw  the 

D  6  track 
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track  of  coach  wheels  in  the  road  turning 
out  of  your  gates  j  I  feared  then,  what 
really  had  happened,  that  the  carriage  to 
which  thofe  wheels  belonged,  had  con- 
veyed Elwina  from  her  home. 

The  fervants  are  very  kind  in  offering 
me  refrefhments.  I  have  no  gout  for  grofs 
aliment.  I  languifh  for  the  moft  delicate 
xepaft,  an  hour  of  your  delightful  conver- 
fation.  They  preffed  me  to  walk  in  the 
garden.  Alas !  I  fhould  wander  about 
like  the  firfb  man,  who  found  himfelf 
unbleft  in  Paradife.  Every  thing 
would  be  wanting  while  the  beauteous 
Eve  was  abfent.  I  wifli  to  my  foul  I 
could  find  out  on  which  chair  you  had 
laft  been  feated.  I  feel  as  if  I  was  on 
hallowed  ground  :  but  could  I  difcover 
a  trace  of  that  fpot  on  which  Elwina  fat 

or 
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or  flood,    I   fhould   rivet    myfelf   to   it. 
Ha !  I  fee  a  netting  box  :  by  your  leave- 
I  rauft  look  into  it;   perchance  it  is  EU 

wina's. 


"Will  you  forgive  me,  Elwina  ?  I  have 
ftolen  a  card  out  of  it,  on  which  is  written 
your  name  ;  there  is  fome  filk  wound  on 
it.  I  have  flipped  it  afide,  to  place  the 
name  of  Alfred  with  yours  j  thus  are 
they  joined  i — I  fhall  put  it  among  my 
relics ; — I  will  fhew  them  to  you  one 
day;  but  you  fhall  promife  me,  never  to 
form  the  idea  of  reclaiming  them. — No, 
while  I  have  life  and  fenfe  they  fhall  be 
preferved  mod  facredly ;  and  when  I 
breathe  my  laft,  I  will  requeft  Elwina  to 
fee  them  laid  in  order  in  my  coffin. 

What 
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What  a  fweet  fituation  is  this  *  But 
how  much  more  charming  fliall  I  think  it 
on  Thurfday  !  You  muft  fhew  me  all 
your  favourite  haunts.  And  to  add  to 
my  collection  of  drawings,  I  fliall  intreat 
you  to  take  fome  view  which  we  will  fix 
on  together.  You  fhall  only  defign  it. 
I  will  not  allow  you  to  bend  the  fineft  eyes 
in  the  world  on  paper,  when  they  Cin 
"  blefs  me,  even  me,"  with  their  heaven- 
ly beams. 

I  can  hardly  give  a  name  to  my  feel- 
ings, when  I  reflect  that  I  am  writing  in  a 
room  which,  two  hours  fince,  contained 
the  lovelier!  of  women  !  But  I  muft  check 
my    rapture,    left   I   create   fufpicions  in 

your 
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your  fervants  by  my  long  ftay ;  for  I  could 
dwel]  here  for  ever.  It  was  very  kind  m 
them  to  fuffer  me  to,  enter  at  all,  as  J  am 
fo  totally  unknown  to  them.  I  however 
allured  them  I  had  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
M-  to  you,  and  even  ftiewed  the  ad- 
drefs,  which  one  of  them  faid,  ftse  knew 
dire&ly  :  I  can  give  her  credit,  for  there 
are  not  many  perfons  who  write  in  the 
manner  of  Mrs.  M 

I  arrived  at  L, but  laft  night,  and 

hardly  flept  a  minute  from  the  agitation 
of  my  heart  that  flattered  itfelf  it  would 
this  day  have  the  felicity  of  feeing  you. 
I  know  not  how  to  leave  off,  but  I  .dare 
not  afk  for  more  paper,  and  I  have  got  to 
the  end  of  this.  It  is  fome  comfort  that  I 
am  in  the  place  which  your  prefence  has 
enlivened,  and  will  foon  embelliih  again. 

Adieu ! 
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Adieu  !  molt  amiable,  moft  revered  oP 
women  !  Next  Thurfday  !  Oh,  Elwina,  if 
my  hand  trembles  and  my  heart  flutters 
thus,  how  mail  I. be  able  to  acquit  myfelf 
with  any  degree  of  confidence,  when  1  be- 
hold you?  Your  loved  prefence  muft  infpire, 
muft  ftrengthen  me.  From  you  I  expect 
everything; — without  you  Lam  nothing  ! 

A.LER  ED,. 


IiET- 
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LETTER      XIX. 


Elavina  to.  Alfred- 


HOW  do  I  hate  myfelf  for  not  having: 
fome  kind  of  Qrefentiment  of  the 
fcappinefs  that  was  in  ftore  for  me  this 
morning,  had  I  not  foolifhly  have  call  it 
away.  Cruel  fate  !  thou  haft  robbed  me 
of  two  hours  of  felicity  which  ought  ton 
have  been  in  my  life  j  and  perhaps  while 
that  life  lafts,  Khali' have  occafibn  ever 
to  regret !' 

It 
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It  is  fo  provoking  !  I  had  no  bufinefs 
to  make  this  vifit.  Yes,  I  rauft  exclaim 
againft  fate ;  for  I  dare  fay  I  was  ftruck 
with  the  whim  of  accompanying  my  mo- 
ther, even  while  your  generous  heart  was 
anticipating  the  agreeable  furprife  you 
kindly  meant  for  Elwina.  Foolifh  El- 
wina,  what  haft  thou  loft  !  two  hours  at 
leaft  of  happinefs  j  and  fuch  happinefs  as 
thou  haft  fo  true  a  tafte  for  enjoying  t 

For  Heaven's  fake  come  early  on  Thurf- 
day,  that  we  may  repair  the  injury  done  to 
friendfhip,   as    much     as    poffible.      Do 

worry   Mrs.  M to  get   out  foon ;  I 

know  too  well  how  dilatory  fhe  is  apt  to 
be  on  fuch  occafions;  and  yet  fhe  will 
be  hurrying  away  in  the  evening  for 
fear  of  robbers,  though  we  have  no  fuch 

kind 
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kind  of  beings  on  our  road.  Yet  why 
ihOuld  I  captioufly  complain  of  her  ?  I 
ought  to  intreat  her  forgivenefs,  and  ac- 
knowledge my  obligation  to  her.  Will 
fhe  not  bring  the  amiable  Mrs.  Harley  and 
Alfred  with  her  ?  I  {hall  write  to  her  to- 
morrow, and  I  commiflion  you  to  deliver 
the  compliments  of  the  family  to  your  dear 
mother.  I  have  made  honourable  report  of 
you  ;  they  all  are  defirous  of  your  ac- 
quaintance. 

I  am  more  fortunate  than  you  ;  though 
you  was  only  a  temporary  inhabitant,  I 
know  the  chair  on  which  you  were  feated. 
It  remained  clofe  by  the  little  table  where 
I  am  now  writing ;  you  may  fuppofe  I 
puihed  it  afide  to  reach  another  -,  I  would 
not  fit  in  it  for  the  world,  to  be  Jure. 

Oh! 
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Oh  !  I  fhall  really  quarrel  with  you.- 
Only  think  of  committing  a  robbery  the 
firft  time  you  came  into  the  houfe  !  Now'- 
I  dare  fay,  you  are  thinking  of  the  little- 
card  of  filk.  Indeed  that  was  a  fpecies  of 
burglary,  but  I  doubt  you  will  get  off,  be- 
caufe  it  happened  in  the  broad  day.  I 
muft  digrefsa  moment  from  the  fubject  I 
was  upon,  to  obferve  a  little  on  the  abfur- 
dity  of  our  laws,  as  if  a  crime  committed' 
at  noon-day  were  not  as  wicked  as  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night.  How  different  is 
the  idea  in  Milton's  eftimation :  on  an- 
other occafion  he  fays,. 

'Tis  only  day-light  that  makes  fin. 

Wheteas  in  reality,  becaufe  you  Ileal 
my  goods  while  the. fun  mines,  an  Englifli, 
jury,  instructed  by  an  Englifh  judge,  will 

afluredly 
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tffuredly  acquit  you.     This  may  be  law, 
3ut  I  defy    the    mod    learned    cafuift  to 
prove  iijuftice.  Now  to  proceed  j  you  have 
actually  purloined  the*  hearts  of  both  the 
female  fervants  who  happened  to  fee  you  ; 
bad  the  reft  fallen  within  the    vortex  of 
your  eye-beams,     they  would    have   fur- 
rendered,  without  difcretion,    to   the  all- 
powerful  enemy  :  even  the  thrice-encom- 
paffed  heart  of  old  Martha  felt  a  pull  that 
almoft  dillodged  it  from  its  ancient  do- 
main.    She  declared,  "  fhe  never  faw  fo 
"  handfome  a  gentleman,  and  fo  polite  and 
"  well-fpoken."     Oh!    {he warranted  how 
much  all  his  own  fervants  loved  him :  well, 
to  be  fure,  ihe  never  faw  fuch  a  pair  of  eyes 
in  any  one's  head  ;   Ihe  doubted  not  they 
had  made  many  a  heart  ach  :    and  yet  he 
looked  fo  gentle  and  fo  fweetly,   as  if  he 
would  be  forry  to  do   mifchief  too.    She 
c  ft  all 
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fhall  never  forget,  what  a  fweet  voice 
and  pretty  look  he  had,  when  he 
defired  her  to  be  certain  of  giving  her 
young  lady  the  letter.  And  a  greajt 
deal  more  that  I  cannot  tell  you  now. 
But  you  are  fuch  a  favourite  !  I  readily 
agreed  with  them,  that  cc  it  was  a  thou- 
"  fand  and  a  thoufand  pities  I  was  not  at 
«  home." 

I  cannot  fend  this  till  to-morrow  ;  and 
if  it  goes  by  the  poft,  you  will  not  get  it 
till  the  next  day.  But  there  are  more  ways 
than  one;  I  fhall  give  it  to  the  errand-man, 
and  he  fhall  carry  it   to  the  ftage,.  which 

fets  off  for  L, at  one  o'clock,  and 

thereby  you  will  have  it  fo  much  the 
fooner.     "  I  do  bear  a  brain." 

I  am 
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I  am  happy  you  are  pleafed  with  my 
performance  in  the  hiftorical  way.  I  had 
fomc  merit,  to.  be  fure,  in  compiling  the 
materials j  it  was  along  tafk.  I  knew 
not  what  I  had  undertaken,  till  I  had  got 
too  far  in  the  {lory  to  recede.  You  do 
me  great  honour  by  your  encomiums,  and 
really  I  feel  myfelf  fo  flattered  and  de- 
lighted by  yourpraifes,  that  I  fear  I  fhall 
grow  fo  va;n  that  I  Ihall  be  good  for 
nothing  j  and  what  then  will  become  of 
me  ?  You  will  be  like  fome  of  the  idol- 
makers  of  old.  You  will  defpife  the  work 
of  your  own  hands. 

Adieu ! — Yours  moft  fincerely, 

ELWINA, 


LET- 
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LETTER      XX, 


Elwina  to  Alfred. 

XUST  after  I  had  difpatched  my  laft 
•^  by  our  little  Mercury,  I  had  the  plea- 
Aire  of  receiving  a  letter  from  Maria*  I 
have  fpoken  of  her  to  you ;  and  I  {hail 
foon  have  the  pleafure  of  introducing  my 
amiable  friends  to  each  other.  She  in- 
Jforms  me  flic  is  on  her  return  to  England, 
and  that  her  excellent  father  is  much 
benefited  by  the  ufe  of  the  Barege  waters. 
They  mean  to  take  a  houfe  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood j 
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bourhood ;  and  I  am  on  the  wing  to  look 
at  a  dwelling,  which  I  think  will  fuit  them 
admirably.  I  feel  all  alive  *  I  love  Ma- 
ria to  my  foul  j  and  I  have  not  feeft  her 
above  thefe  eighteen  months.  Her  ac- 
quaintance will  give  you  much  pleafure : 
why  do  I  fay  her  acquaintance  only  ?  you 
will  poffefs  her  friendfhip.  What  a 
charming  little  knot  of  amity  fhall  we 
three  make!  I  feel  the  joy  by  anticipa- 
tion. Your  name  is  not  wholly  unknown 
to  her  i  I  have  made  honourable  mention 
of  you  in  my  letters,  which  will  not  fail 
to  procure  an  intereft  in  her  gentle  bofom 
for  my  amiable  Alfred.  One  hour's  con- 
verfation  with  you  will  do  all-  the  reft. 
She  could  not  be  my  friend,  if  (he  did 
not  entertain  a  regard  for  you.  Adieu  ! 
I  cannot  ftay  to  write  any  more,  as  I  mufl- 
go  to  look  over  the  future  manfion  of  my 
Vol.  II.  E  Maria: 
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Maria  :  I  really  would  not  quit  my  pen 
on  any  other  confideration :  yes,  I  muft 
detain  it  a  moment  longer.  Pray  did 
you  examine  the  contents  of  the  netting- 
box  ;  and  did  you  take  notice  of  a  purfe  ? 
It  was  nearly  finiflied  j  and  on  Thurfday  I 
fhall  prefent  it  to  Alfred,  as  a  fmall  token 
of  friendfhip  from 

ELWIN  A. 


LET- 
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LETTER       XXI. 


Alfred  to  Elwina. 


IN  a  fhort  time  after  you  receive  this, 
Alfred  will  prefent  himfelf  before  the 
moft  amiable  of  women.      But  Elwina, 
dare  I  own  to  you,  I  feel  a  jealoufy  in  my 
heart   refpe&ing  the  extreme  warmth  of 
your   affection   for   Maria  ?    who    is  this 
boafted   Maria  ? — what  charms   does  fhe 
poffefs  I — She   is    the   friend   of  Elwina, 
and,  as  fuch,  I  owe  her  great  regard;  but-  / 
am  the  friend  of  Elwina  too, — I  want  not, 
— I  afpire  not  to  the  pofleffion  of  any  other's 
E  2  friend- 
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friendfhip, — give  me  but  Elwina's,  I  afk  no 
other.     You  poffefs  mine  entire — I — alas  ! 
I  find  I  have  but  half  yours.      Why  does 
Maria  return  to  rob  me  of  the  dear  privi- 
lege, I  flattered  myfelf  I  had  gained,  of 
being  the   firft    on    the   lift    of  Elwina's 
friends  ? — Sweet  flatterer  !    Did  you  mean 
to  deceive  me  ? — Did  you  not  fay  I  had 
gained  that  envied  pre-eminence  ?  Ah,  El- 
wina !  but  then  your  Maria  was.  far  diftant? 
/juft  fupplied  the  place  of  an  abfent  frknd, 
and  now  muft  give  way  to  her  more  ex- 
alted worth.      Forgive    me,    Elwina,    I 
know  not  what  I  fay,   or  hardly  what  I 
would  exprefs  y  only  this  I  know,  and  I 
will  take  courage  to  fay,  that  I  wifh  not 
for  life  one   moment  longer  than  I  am 
dear  to  Elwina. 

ALFRED. 
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LETTER      XXII. 


Elwina  to  Alfred. 

npHOUGH  the  wirtged  hours  havfc 
-*-  almoft  taken  then*  flight,  and  the 
breezes  of  heaven  are  wafting  Alfred  to 
his  friend  Elwina,  yet  I  will  take  lip  my 
pen,  and  jufl:  give  you  a  few  lines,  left 
I  fhould  not  have  an  opportunity  of  talk- 
ing to  you  on  the  fubjecl. 

Why  is  the  heart  of  Alfred  alarmed  ? 

Can  you   be  jealous  of  my  affection  for 

one  of  my  own  fex  and  age  ?    Did  I  not 

E  3  feel 
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feel  the  tendered  friendfhip  for  you  j  a 
friendfhip  that  pities  a  weaknefs  fo  fweet- 
ly  amiable,  I  fhould  actually  chide  you. 
Hear  me,  Alfred,  while  I  fwear  your 
name  is  ftill  on  the  top  of  the  lift.  Nay, 
I  will,  to  foothe  your  anxious  care  j  I  will 
fay  more,  your  name  has  obliterated  all 
the  reft,  Maria's  alone  excepted.  But 
my  friendfhip,  my  regard  for  her  is  differ- 
ent and  diftinct  from  that  I  bear"  to  you'. 
As  well  might  I  complain,  that  your  du- 
teous love  for  your  dear  mother  robbed 
me  of  that  friendfliip  you  vowed  to  me. 
Alfred,  difquiet  not  yourfelf.  If  your 
happinefs  depends  on  my  preferving  the 
fame  fentiments  for  you,  I  have  ever 
felt;  oh,  reft  affured  you  will  be  happy; 
you  will  never   have  caufe   to  complain 

of 

ELWINA. 


FOR    FATHERS.  79 


LETTER      XXIII. 


Alfred  to  Elwinai 


TTTHY  did  I  not  open  your  dear  little 
™  *  note,  at  the  moment  you  gave  it 
into  my  hand,  or  why  did  Elwina  prevent 
me?  Doubtlefs  Ihe  thought  I  would  run 
mad  with  delight,  and  commit  fome  rafh 
act  in  my  phrenzy.  Oh!  I  will  wear  it 
next  my  heart,  that  no  miftaken  jealoufy 
may  ever  reach' it.  It  will  act  as  a  tali/man 
when  I  am  abfent  from  you.  Never  fhall 
I  ceafe  to  repeat  my  obligations  to  the 
faireft  of  women ! 

E  4  How 
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How  do  I  rejoice  in  being  introduced 
to  your  family  !  with  what  fatisfa&ion  do 
I  trace  the  many  attentions  (hewn  me! 
and  how  gladly  fhall  I  avail  myfelf 
of  the  privilege  of  often  calling  upon 
themi 

You  drew  the  character  of  your  brother 
with  a  faithful  pencil  •,  your  likenefs  is 
from  the  life.  He  is  a  very  pleafing 
young  man  ;  but  the  pride  of  diftinction 
is  very  plainly  perceptible :  however,  I 
have  great  reafon  to  be  pleafed  and  flat- 
tered by  the  civilities  he  paid  me;  and 
having  heard  his  character,  was  almoft 
furprifed  at  the  marked  attention  I  re- 
ceived. 

lam 
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I  am  difpofed  to  be  angry  with  Mrs. 
ftf_-L. ;  would  you  believe  ft  ?  ihfe  fays 
Ifabella  is  handfomer  than  you ;  arid  that 
in  general  fhe  is  thought  fo.  I  afked  her 
if  ihe  herfelf  thought  fo,  and  m  what  par- 
ticular fhe  could  point  out  the  fuperiority  ? 
I  was  glad  to  fee  I  had  pofed  her  in  a 
moment.  My  dear  mother*  finding  her 
filent,  obferved,  that  perhaps  Ifabella 
might  be  called  a  finer  woman.  "Aye,"  faid 

Mrs.  M ,  pleafed  to  have  fame  ground 

to  (land  on,  "  Ihe  is  a  great  deal  taller." 
"  Oh  then,  Mrs.  D- — ,  who  is  fix  feet 
«  without  her  fhoes,  is  a  much  handfomei 
"  woman  than  either  Elwina  or  Ifabella." 

E  5  "  But 
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cf  But  Mrs.  D is  a  fright  j    and  fo 

"  roafculine,  that  flie  looks  like  a  grena* 
«<dier." 

"  Which  is  the  next  article  in  Javour 
"oflfabella.riaflced. 

4<  Why  I  cannot  tell,"  replied  Mrs. 
M- — —i  u  only  I  know  I  have  always  heard 
"  her  called  the  handfomeft."  I  anfwered 
in  a  line  from  Hammond. 

I  hate  the  beauties  common  minds  admire. 

t(  So  do  I,"  faid  my  mother ;  ,c  there  may 
"  be  people  who  give  the  preference  to  Ifa- 
"  bella  ■,  and  if  I  was  to  fee  both  their  por- 
*c  traits  drawn  by  a  painter  who  could  only 
"  give  their  features  without  exhibiting  the 
"  character  of  countenance,perhaps  I  might 

"  be 
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**  be  of  their  opinion.  Ifabella  has,  it  muft 
"  be  owned;  a  fine  face>  good ihape,  and  all 
"  the  exterior  of  beauty  :  but  the  foul  of 
<(  Elwina  refides  in  her  expreffive  eyes.  Her 
M  eyes  !  no,  it  pervades  each  feature,  each 
"  limb:  lhe  is  all  over  foul  and  expreffion. 
"  But  there  is  a  criterion  by  which  we  may 
"  judge  of  the  univerfal  opinion.  Which  of 
"  the  ladies  have  had  the  moll  admirers  ?" 

"  I  know  not  enough  of  the.  ladies  to  be 
c<  competent  to  anfwer  for  the  number  of 
"  her  admirers ;  I  know  Elwina  has  re- 
<c  fufed  two  offers  ;  and  I  have  heard  her 
"  very  much  admired  :  I  own,  if  I  was  a 
<c  man,  I  fhould  prefer  Elwina  for  a  wife, 
"  for  many  reafons." 

It  was  happy  for  me  that  it  was  almoft 
•dark  during  this  converfation.      What  a 

E  6  glow 


8#         THE    sc  HOOL, 

;glow  I  felt  on  my  face  while  it  laded! 
You  will  believe  I  could  have  kiffed  my 
dear  mother  for  fpeaking,  I  may  fay,  my 
own  opinion  of  the  fweeteft  woman  in  the 
world.  Yes,  let  the  generality  of  man- 
kind continue  to  think  lfabella  the  finer 
woman.  With  the  praife  of  the  common 
herd,  Elwina,  I  am  certain,  will  not  feel 
herfelf  Mattered  :  and  yet  they  will  utter 
encomiums  as  if  they  could  feel  your  per- 
fections as  I  do ;  they  cannot  but  fee,  and 
w.hat  they  fee  they  will  admire. 


Upon  my  honour  you  will  be  quite  the 
ruin  of  me.  This  evening  I  put  Mrs. 
M—  in  fuch  a  pet,  that  I  had  fome  dif- 
ficulty in  making  the  matter  up.  The 
beautiful  and  elegant  purfe  you  worked 

for 
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for  me,  was  the  occafion  of  it.  I  h!a& 
taken  it  out  the  firft  time  in  pttMic,  to  fcore 
a  game  at  whift; — Mrs.  M  »j.  my  parb- 
nfcr :  the purfe,  of  courfe,  was  admjcedj.  and 
Mrs,  M— —  mentioned  the- fair  donori 

"  Apropos,"  cried  N ,  who  was  ftand- 

ing  by>  "fhe  is  a  charming  girl  j  pray  how 
".  does  fhe  do  ?  Faith  I  was  wrong  not  to 
"  comeoftener  while  fhe  was  with  yov.  I 
<c  wifh  fhewashere  now,  I  would  get  her  to 
"  fing  and  play  to  me."  I  turned  my  head 
round,  and  actually  meafured  this  infblent 
puppy  with  my  eyes.  I  could  hardly 
command  myfelf  into  filence ;  my  fenfes 
were  quite  deranged.     "  Good  God,  Sir !" 

cried  Mrs.  M >  "  what  are  you  about? 

"  You  have  trumped  my  beft  card."  I 
could  only  ftammer  out  an  apology*  "  Oh, 
st  thatismere  bagatelle,"  faid  one  of  our  ad- 
verfaries,"he  renounced  three  tricks  fince." 

The 
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The  matter  was  fully  proved;  we  loft  the 
'game  by  it ;  and'  Mrs.  M —  lofing  her 
temper,  played1 moft  execrably  :  and  you 
know  (he  is  not  the  beft  of  all  poflible 
whift-playerSj  fb  in  confequence  we  loft  the 
rubber.  "  There,"  cried  fhe,  throwing 
down  her  money;  <{  it  is  all  your  fault.  1 
"  declare  I  wifh  Elwina  had  been  further, 
t(  before  fhe  gave  you  that  nonfenfical 
"  purfe.  This  is  the  firft  time  you 
«*  have  played  fince  you  had  it.  It 
"will  always  be  unlucky,  I  dare  fay."  I 
coolly  replied,  I  hoped  not  for  her  fake,  as 
we  were  ftill  ordained  to  be  partners  ;  but 
that  we  could  not  always  command  for- 
tune ;  and  were  too  apt  to  attend  to  the 
converfation  round  the  table.     This,   by 

the  bye,   is  one  of  Mrs.   M 's   great 

faults  at  whirl,  particularly  when  any  of 
the  children  are  in  the  room.     Fortune, 

how- 
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however,  again  declared  us  her  favourites. 
My  dear  purfe  remained  in  my  pocket, 
that  no  facrilegious  hand  or  eye  ihould 
contaminate  it  -,  and  Mrs.  JVL— —  relumed 
her  good  humour.     I  cannot,  however,  fit 

patiently  to  hear  fuch  men  as  N talk 

of  Elwina ;  they  ihould  not  dare  to 
breathe  her  name.  Oh  !  how  arbitrary 
ihould  I  be  if  I  was  an  emperor! 

Have  you  heard  fince  from  our  friend 
Maria  ?  You  fee  I  make  my  claim  be- 
times ;  I  will  takje.a  ride  over  in  a  few 
days.,  and  you.ihallihew  me  the  houfe  you 
intend  to  fix  her  in.  This  dreaded  Maria, 
I  now  long  to  feej  you  will  take  the  firft 
opportunity  of  prefenting  me  to  her.  If 
her  mind  is  congenial  with  yours,  what  a- 
feaft  it  muft  be  to  fpend  a  day  in  fuch  fo- 
ciety !    Adieu ! 

ALFRED. 
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LETTER     XXIV. 


Alfred     to    Elwina. 


T  SHALL  foon  have  the  honour  of  pre- 
-*-  fenting  to  Elwina  a  little  cabinet, 
made  out  of  the  yew  tree,  you  ufed  to 
ftyle  forlorn  Baucis.  My  mother's  land- 
lord, on  my  faying  it  was  a  reproach  to 
humanity  to  fuffer  it  to  remain  in  fuch  a 
(late,  very  obligingly  cut  it  down  and  of- 
fered me  part  of  the  wood,  which  I  gladly 
accepted  of,  as  I  have  heard  you  admire 
it.  I  have  ordered  it  to  be  made  up  in 
the  form  I  mentioned.     Arid  what  ufe  will 

Elwina 
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Elwina  put  it  to  ?  I  (hall  have  one  of 
the  fame  fort ;  they  will  be  twins  for  ex- 
aftnefs  ;  I  have  already  devoted  it  to  the 
purpofe  of  containing  your  letters. 

The  cafket  where,  to  outward  fhew, 

The  workman's  art  is  feen, 
Is  doubly  valued  when  we  know 

It  holds  a  gem  within. 

My  cafket  will  indeed  contain  gems  of 
the  richefi:  price ;  far  above  rubies. 
Like  the  French  minifter,  I  fhall  never 
be  without  my  caffette  verte;  but  there 
will  be  no  danger  of  my  ever  leaving  k 
behind  me.     No,  it  will  be  dear  as  life  to 

ALFRED. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXV. 


ElWIHA     TO      Jk.LT  K2J>. 


T  THANK  you  moft  cordially  for  the 
-"-  promife  of  a  part  of  forlorn  Baucis. 
Is  (he  not  to  be  envied  for  her  transforma- 
tion ?  As  elevated  in  my  opinion  as  the 
fabled  Baucis  of  old.  I  was  planning, 
fome  little  time  fince,  fome  contrivance  to 
preferve  your  letters  ;  and  was  going  to 
embroider  a  porte  feuille  for  the  purpofe. 
The  dear  little  cabinet  will  be  a  great  im- 
provement.    It  will   indeed  be   valuable 

to 
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to  me,  as  both  the  letters  and  the  box 
will  be  proofs  of  your  friendfhip. 

I  truft  you  will  foon  take  this  promifed 
ride.  All. my  family  look  for  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  you  often.  My  cheeks 
glowed  a  little  too  when  I  heard  you 
commended.  I  know,  not  how  it  is,  but  I 
feelfo  fluttered  when  I  hear  your  praife,  that 
I  can  fcarcely  withhold  my  gratitude  from 
ihewing  itfelf,  perhaps  too  confpicuoufly* 

I  could  not  but  laugh  at  the  zeal  you 

difcovered,   on    Mrs.  M 's  opinion, 

and  what  the  world  in  general  thought  of 
me  and  Ifabella.      I  bow  to  her  fuperior 

charms.     Mrs.  M is  right.     She  is 

more  admired  than  I  am.  She  may  have 
more  lovers,  but  lhe  has  not  fuch  friends 
as  I  have.     I  think  it  very  fingular,  that 

Ifa- 
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JIfabe!!ia  never  had  an  intimate  of  either 
fex.  She  is  certainly  a  beautiful  girl; 
but  fhe  would  not  be  my  paffion,  becaufe 
/he  wants  that  irrefiftible  charm,  fehfibi- 
lity.  Nothing  moves  or  interefts  her'. 
Therefore,  if  your  mother  was  to  fee  the 
pi&utts  of  "each  of  us,  ihe  would  un- 
doubtedly give  the  palm  of  beauty  to  Tfa- 
fcell.  But  if  the  living  felwkia  is  beloved 
by  a  few,  whofe  discriminating  judgments 
do  her  honour^  fhe  is  fatisfted.  I  wifh  not 
for  admiration ;  I  fhould  hate  to  be  that 
kind  of  woman  of  whom  every  body 
would  fay,  *«  fhe  is  very  handfome."  It 
is  an  ambition  I  fhould  never  afpife  tfe. 
I  would  not  give  a  pin  to  have  a  fet  of 
features,  that  you  might  take  to  pieces, 
and  admire  feparately ;  which,  by  the 
fcye,  you  might  do  by  Ifabella,  notwith- 
ftanding   your  herefy.     But  as  you  fay, 

and 


FOR    EAT'HERS.        9$ 

and;  it  has-been  fe\4  before;  yqu  too,  if  is 
noi  a  Jet.  of  features  I  ajmrt  j  I  love  ex-. 
predion,  which^is  the  foul  of  beauty. 
Whether  I  poffefs  it  in  the  degree  your 
good  mother  fays  I  do,  I  know  not;  but 
this  I  know,  I  allow  no  one  handfom,e 
without  it,  an$  almoft  every  body  more 
than  handfo/ne  who.  realty  •  does  ppj&fs  if. 
But  I  muft  now  endeavour  to  exprefs.how 
much,  and  fincerely  I  am  yours. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  mention  our  friend 
Maria.  I  am  pleafed  with  your  adopting 
her ;  and  I  mall  never  prefume  in  future 
to  call  her  exclufively  mine.  But  I  will 
not  allow  her  to  fay  our  Alfred.  So  do 
not  expect  it. 

The  houfe  I  have  fixed  on  for  her, 
will  fuit  them  in  point  of  fize  and  fitua- 

tion  i 
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iionj  but  I  wifh  it  was  nearer  to  us; 
being  almoft  a  mile  off  from  our  domain. 
However,  that  circumftance  will  operate 
fometimes  in  my  favour,  as  I  fhall  take 
up  my  abode  with  her  now  and  then  for  a 
day  or  two,  and  I  fhall  hope  fhe  will  do 
the  fame  by  me.  Her  converfation  is  too 
great  a  treat  not  to  make  one  wifh  for  the 
continuance  of  it. 

Adieu. 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXVI, 


Alfred    to    Elwina. 


I  WILL  anfwer  to  the  queftion  you  put 
to  me,  juft  as  I  was  going  to  take 
horfe,  after  fpending  one  of  the  happieft 
days  of  my  life.  I  do  indeed  admire 
Maria,  cur  Maria.  She  is  juft  the  kind 
of  being  I  fhould  have  fuppofed  her  to  be; 
and  I  fhould  have  been  able  to  have 
picked  her  out  from  a  thoufand,  for  the 
approved  friend  of  the  elegantly-difcrimi- 
nating  Elwina.  She  is  gentle,  affection- 
ate, and  unreproving ;    that  is,  fhe  looks 

as 
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as  if  fhe  would  pity  and  abfolve  the 
weaknefs,  which  perhaps  fhe  never  felt. 
I  could  tell  her  every  fecret  of  my  heart, 
and  fhould  expect  comfort  and  confoktion 
from  the  fympathetic  foftnefs  that  appears 
in  her  agreeable,  though  not  handfome 
face.  All  this  I  could  do  if  I  had  not  the 
fuperior  happinefs  of  being  acquainted 
with  one  to  whom  all  other  women  mull  bow 
thcknee.  You,  Elwina,  are  as  much  abovje 
Maria,  as  fhe  is  above  the  common  rou- 
tine of  females.  Nay,  T  know  not  whether 
her  excellence  is  not  rendered  more  con- 
fpicuous  by  being  placed  near  yours. 
The  moon,  our  favourite  planet,  fhines 
but  by  reflection  from  the  refplendent 
fun. 

How  delightfully  did  the  minutes  roll 

away  laft  Monday  !  Oh  !  if  each  day  was 

4  thus 
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thus  to  be  paffed,  I   ftiould  look  for  no 
other  heaven  !    I  doubt  that    laft  expreP 
fion  is  not  fufficiently  orthodox  for  one 
who  loon  will  become  a  Chritfian  divine  : 
but  out  of  the  ^abundance  of  the  heart,  &c. 
And  I  really  could  not  help  that •"  effunW 
«-',  of  friendship  and  fancy"  breaking  out,- 
when  I  recalled  to  my   imagination    the1 
hours  replete  with  happinefs  that  I  fpent 
k  trio  with  you  and  our  Maria.  •  I  was* 
particularly  fortunate,  as  I  was  a  volunteer, 
to  find  the  two   amiables  by  themfelves. 

But  why  dp  I  fay  recall?  Each  moment  is. 

<  1  a.  ■'■.•....'        _ ,.  ._   ■ 

ever  in   my    memory;    I  live  over  the 

whole  day,  which  had  more  of  felicity  in 

it,   than    many    years   could    furnifh  to 

fome  people. 

I  was  with. you  by  eight  in- the  morning. 
Good  God!  twej^e  hours  I  fpent, with 
Elwina ! 

Vol.  II.  F  I  would 
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■f 

J  could  almoft  exclaim  with  the  raptur- 
ous Torifmond— - 

I  have  lived  enough  !— 

I  do  not  mean  to  purfue  the  fpecch  any 
further,  only  to  fay,  if  J  had  died  direct- 
ly, and  my  memory  retained  the  circum- 
ftances  of  that  day  alone,  I  fhould,  fo 
deceived,  "  think  all  my  4ife  had  been. 
"  bleft !" 

And,  indeed,  what  could  a  reafonable 
man  wifh  for,  more  than  I  enjoyed  on  that 
day?  The  fociety  and  friendship  of  two 
charming  women. — I  had  fenfe,  elegance, 
beauty,  and  harmony  to  lift  me  above  the 
race  of  earthly  beings.— Do  you  think  the 
Grand  Signior  ever  paffed  fuch  a  day  in 
his  life  ?  No  j  the  greateft  voluptuary  that 
ever  exifted  never  experienced  fuch  in- 
effable   pleafure  (which    reflection    even 

height-r 
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keightens)  as  did  on  that  day  the  highly- 
favoured  Alfred  !  Oh,  may  this  "  charm* 
tf  ing  little  knot  of  amity"  never  be  .broken 
or  divided ! 

I  did  not  get  home  till  paft  the  hour ' 
that  my  dear  mother  ufually  goes  to  her 
chamber  ;  for,  you  know,  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  gallop  away  from  Elwina,  al- 
though I  did  not  fpare  my  horfe  in  going 
to  her— It  was  after  eleven  when  I  reached 
home  j  and  I  could  find  by  the  manner  of 
that  beft  of  parents  receiving  fne,  that  he* 
fond  heart  had  endured  fome  pangs,  left 
any  accident  had  happened  to  me,  This 
Was  fome  allay  to  my  paft  happmefs.  1 
could  almoft  wifti  fhe  did   not  love  me 

quite  fo  well,    or    that    fhe    had    fome 

one   to  divide  her  affection  with.     Oh, 

if  the  charming  Elwina  lived  under  th£ 

F  2  fame 
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fame  roof,  we  mould  between i  us  fhare" 
her  love,  and  fhe  would  not  as  now  give 
lip  her  foul  to  a  thoufand  anxieties, 
while,  in  looking  on  me,  fhe  fees  all 
that  remains  of  mother,  brother,  and  huf- 
band.  She  kindly  fat  up  an  hour  longer, 
to  allow  me  the  opportunity  of  talking  of 
you,  and  our  amiable  friend  :  without  fuch 
a  relief  I  know  not  what  I  fhould  have 
done,  for  my  fpirits  were  'too  much  alive 
to  have  gone  quietly  to  bed;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  early  hour  I  rofe  at  in  the 
morning,  I  could  not  compofe  myfelf  to 
fleep.  I  courted  its  gentle  influence  for 
fome  time  ;  but  it  was  in  vain.  Elwina 
and  Maria  had  between  them  "  murdered 
"  fleep  ;"  fo  I  gave  up  the  conteft,  and 
riling,  ftruck  a  light,  and  fat  down  to  the 
only  employment  worthy  of  concluding 
fuch  a  day,  reading  over  your  charming 

letters. 
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letters.  Believe  me^  every  time  I  peryfe 
them  I  difcover  frefh  beauties;  they  are 
fuperior  to  any  thing  I  ever  read  in  any 
language,  and  I  fhould  pronounce  them 
moft  finifhed  performances,  were  I  to  uieet 
with  them  in  the  hands  of  any  one.  What 
then  muft  be  my  opinioruof  the  dear  lines, 
when  the  writer  is  fo  well  known,  fo  ad- 
mired as  is  Ejlwina  j  and  when  I  can 
whifper  to  my  grateful  heart,  that  it  is  to 
Alfred  they  are  addrefTed  !  What  a  happi- 
nefs  for  me  that  we  were  born  in  the  fame 
age  !  I  fhould  have  been  like  the  Perfian 
prince,  had  I  found  fuch  elegant  letters 
in  my  father's  treafury,  and  certainly  have 
fet  out  on  my  travels  to  difcover  the  lovely 
writer.  I  am  fure  you  remember  the 
ftory. 

F  3  Adieu— 
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Adieu— I  am  going  to  infpeft  my  work- 
man, who,  by  the  bye,  is  but  a  bungler  j 
however,  as  I  know  a  little  of  turning 
myfelf,  I  fhall  hope  the  cabinet  will  have 
fame  little  merit  independent  of  the  donor. 

Yours  moft  faithfully, 

ALFREB. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXVII. 


EtwiNA    to   Alfred, 

TT  A  M  by  no  means  the  perfect  crea- 
<*-  ture  your  too  partial  fancy  thinks  me. 
But  I  will  tell  you  all  my  faults  j  and  as  I 
•feel  contrition  for  diem,  I  hope  it  will 
prove  a  ftep  towards  amendment. 

I  was,  really  I  could  not  help  it,  I  was 
hurt  at  the  former  part  of  your  laft  letter. 
I  thought  you  exprefled  yourfelf  mor« 
warmly  in  your  elaborate  praife  of1  Maria, 
than  I  fhoukl  have  done  by  any  friend  you 
F  4  h*& 
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had  introduced  me  to.  I  felt  piqued— I 
feared  I  had  loft  fome  intereft  with  you  ; 
however  I  took  myfelf  to  talk  before  I 
went  on  with  the  letter,  and  laid  it  down, 
determining  not  to  fmifli  the  perufal  of  it, 
while  fo  felfifh  a  fentiment  predominated 
in  my  unjuft  bofpm.  It  was  that  exprek 
fion  of  yours  which  I  was  particularly 
pained  by,  I  could  tell  her  every  fecret  of  my 
heart,  and  I  fhould  expeft  comfort  and  confo- 
lation  fromherfympathetic  Jaftnefs.  "Ah,  poor 
»<Elwina!"  I  could  not  help  exclaiming, 
'<  thou  art  not  worthy  of  fuch  confidence." 
That  very  fentiment  proved  I  was  not; 
but,  as  I  faid,  I  took  myfelf  to  tafk,  and 
when  1  had  expiated  my  offence,  I  again 
perufed  the  letter,  and,  perhaps,  was  as 
reprehenfible  for  being  enraptured  with  the 
latter  part  of  your  elegant  epiftle,  as  I  was 
for  the  chagrin  the  former  had  occafioned, 

I  ex- 
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I  experienced  the  truth  of  your  afimibn,. 
that  Maria  would  pity  and '  abfolve  the  weak- 
ness which  jhe  never  felt ;  for  I  _owned  alL 
my  folly  to  her,  and  indeed  gave  her  your, 
letter  to  read.  Do  you  allow  of  -  fucfv 
things?  And  fliall  I  ufe  the  fophiftical; 
reafoning  of  Montaigne,  to  prove  to  you,, 
that  your  letter  being  feen  by  her,  is  juft 
the  fame  as  if  I  alone  had  perufed  it  ?  She 
is,  indeed,  my  fecond  felf ;  her  faith  is 
tried  and  known  j  and  I  dare  believe  you 
would  not  wifh  I  mould  fecrete  from  her 
confidence^  the  perfect  efteem  and  friend- 
fhip  I  feel  for  you :  To  her  alone  I  talk  of 
-you — indeed,  in  a  general  way  I  lpeak  of 
you  in  the  family — and,  apropos.,  I  had  like 
to  have  forgotten  the  mefTage  :  My  mo- 
ther hopes  you  will  not  fail  to  come  hither 
next  Tuefday  j  we  are  to  have  a  little  rrm- 
fical  party,  and  fhe  has  fet  you  down  for  a 
F  5  pe»- 
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performer,  fo  you  muft,  nolens  volens,  fend 
yout  baggage,  as  it  will  be  too  late  to  re- 
turn to  L afterwards  -,  and  then  your 

excellent  mother  will  be  free  from  the  anx- 
ious fears  that  invaded  her  gentle  bofom 
laft  Monday  evening. 

Do  me  the    favour    to    pra&ife    that 
^harming  duo  in  Orfeo — I  mean  to  have 
the  pleafure  of  finging  it  with  you — You 
will  be  with  us  by  dinner  of  courfe — And 
do  not  forget  your  cremona — fend  it,  well 
packed  up,  by  the  errand  man,  with  your 
*dds  and  ends.     When  you  will  get  the  vio- 
lin back  again,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay — 
It  would  be  no  bad  plan  to  lay  an  embaFgp 
upon  it ;  as  it  might  be  an  inducement  to 
your  oftener  coming  to  us  j  I  think  I  (hall 
adopt  it. 

Pus 
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Our  Maria  is  ftill  with  us,  and  I  {hall 

keep  her  till  after  the  concert,  and  as  long 

after  that  (to   exprefs  myfelf —elegantly) 

as  ever  I  can. 

I  have  been  laying  your  fweet  letters  in 
order,  that  I  may  lofe  a9  little  time  as  pof- 
fible  in  placing  them  in  the  facred  repofi- 
tory  when  it  arrives.  You  may  fay  what 
you  will  of  mine,  and  I  hope  you  willndt 
abridge  me  of  the  fame  privilege ;  but  if 
the  merit  of  writing  is  to  be  efttrrtated  by 
the  plefefure- they  afford  in  the  penifal;  it 
Will  be  a  (harp  conteft  between  us  which  is 
the  beft.  Maria  fhall  be  umpire  one  of 
tftefe  days— -We  \frrtt  lay  our  fevefal  claims 
befofe  her,  and  fbe  fhall  decide  upaft  them* 

Adieu* 

ELWINA. 
F  6 
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LETTER      XXVin. 


Elwina  to  Maria. 


I  REGRETTED  your  abfence  lefs 
than  I  fhould  have  done,  had  yefterday 
been  a  day  at  all  to  your  tafte  j  you  well 
know  it  was  not  fo  to  mine.  I  hate  thefe 
magnificent  doings — It  might  be  truly 
ityled  a  cabinet  dinner,  and  was  calculated 
to  delight  my  brother — Indeed  my  father 
was  delighted  too  ;  but  it  was  eafy  to  Tee 
that  he  almoft  groaned  under  his  dignities; 
and  now  and  then  feeling  what  he  calls  his 
inferiority,  he  looked  as  difconcerted  as 
i  he 
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he  does  when  my  mother  orders  almonds, 
and  raifins,  with  French  plums,  in  the  def- 
fert,  which,  he  fays,  are  "  the  celicks  of  the 
".  old  leaven  of  trade." 

You  know  how  I  hate  thefe  politicians, 
and  great  men— I  think  the  affbrtment  a, 
vile  one ;  and  happy  was  I  when  we  fe- 
males were  allowed  to  withdraw,  andleav© 
them  to  their  conferences. 

You  may  be  certain,  my  dear  Maria, 
there  is  fome:  point  to  be  gained,  or  thefe 
lords,  and  members  of  the  miniftry,  would 
never  take  the  pains  to  vifk  fuch.  little 
{oiks  as  we  are.  But  why  trouble  you  with 
thefe  matters,  when  I  have  a  fubjed  of  fo 
much  more  moment  to  enlarge  upon  ? — 
But  it  is  a  fubjedt  I  hardly  know  how  to 
difcufs.  You  aik  me  if  Alfred  is  my  lover  ?. 

It 
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It  is  a  very  funpie  queftion,  and  coord* 
one  fhould  think,  be  caiily  anfwered  ;  and 
yetj  the  more  I  reflect  upon  it,  the  lefs  able 
am  I  to  give  you  fatisfa&ion.  on  that  head. 

We  mull  firft  inquire,  what  does  the 
declaration  of  love  confift  in  ?  Is  it  word* 
or  actions  that  -denote  the  paffion  ?  And  \% 
there  no  other  method  of  a  man  convincing 
you  he  loves  you  but  thofe  few  words, 
which  I  have  heard  from  fo  many  men, 
who,  I  dare  fay,  know  no  more  of  the 
Sweet  Pdjfion  of  Love,  than  a  broom-flick  ; 
"  You  are  a  fweet  girl,  and  I  love  you.'* 
If  fo — then  T  declare,  upon  my  honour, 
Alfred  never  ufed  that  expreffion  to  me; 
and  it  is  fo  common-place  a  way  of  mak- 
ing love,  that,  I  as  freely  declare,  I  mould 
be  very  forry  he  ever  fhould.  But  that  I 
am  the  being  moil  dear  to  him  on. earth,. 

it 
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it  would  be  herefyawd  treafon  to  deny  my 
belief  of.   I  am  thoroughly  perfuadeii  I  am 
— but  I  muft  own  too,  marriage  has  never 
been  his  fubjeft.     Perhaps,  for  from  my 
Maria  I  will  conceal  no  fecret  working  of 
my  heart ;  perhaps  I  have  fometimeswiftied 
him  to  be  more  explicit   on  that  theme," 
and  more  fo  fince  I  fee  he  is  fo  well  receive 
ed  by  all  my  family — I  fay  all;  as  even  my 
eldeft  brother  treats  him  with  a  civility  he 
does   not  uniformly  pra&ife  vo   untitled 
men.     In  the  courfe  of  the  narration  I 
made    him    of   Matilda,    I    mentioned, 
though  without  defign,  the  fortune  my  fa- 
ther gave  her,  and  what  we  were  to  expect; 
From  the  refpecl:,  even  to  veneration,  he 
had  been  accuftomed  to  fhew  me",  I  fome- 
tirnes  fancied  (as  he  knew  the  ftyle  we 
Jived  in,  and  fromfomeoriiercircumftances) 
he    thought    we  rather  looked  for  high 

alliances ; 
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alliances]  but  his  conduct  is  exactly  the: 
fame  as  it  ever  was.  You  owned  you  were 
{truck  with  it,  and  made  this  remark  in 
addition  j  that  the  fame  attention  from  any 
other  man  would  either  give  him  the  con- 
ftrained  air  of  ceremony  or  over-officiouf- 
nefs ;  but  that  it  was  all  grace  in  him^  and 
peculiarly  his  own* 

Again,  I  have  thought  that  it  would  not 
(bit  him  to  marry  a  woman  without  a 
larger  fortune  than  he  now  expects  with 
me  j  but  then  I  muft  do  him  the  juftice 
to  believe,  as  a  man.  of  honour,  he  would 
not  have  ftriven  to  gain  my  affections ;  and 
that  he  is  fole  matter,  of  them,  I  doubt, 
can  be  no  more  a  fecret  to  him  than  it  is 
to  you..  And  another  thing,  he  is  not  an 
ambitious  man  ;  he  talks  of  the  dear  de- 
lights of  domeftic  eafe,  where  one  lives 

the 
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the  life  of  reafon,-not  that  of  faerificing  aH 
one's  comforts  to  the  whims  and  caprices 
of  the  world.  His  maternal  fortune,  as  I 
may  call  it,-. is  three  thonfand  pounds  ;  his 
living  five  hundred  per  ann.  and  his  mo- 
ther's prefcnt  income  two  hundred  a  year. 
She  is  (till  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  but 
juft  forty  two,  and,  therefore,  may  live  a 
long  while — (he  is  one  of  the  fweeteft 
tempers  in  the  world,  and  I  am  a  very 
great  favourite  with  her,  which  I  mould 
think  rather  an  argument  in  favour  of  his 
fixing  on  me  for  a  wife,  as  I  am  fure  he 
would  be  happy  in  not  feparatingfromherj 
and  fome  women  would  not  choofe  to  have 
a  mother-in-law  part  of  her  family.  With 
my  poor  three  thoufand  pounds  I  cannot 
expect  any  very  great  match  j  and  from 
the  reception  he  has  met  with  from  my  fa- 
ther and  mother,   L  am  convinced .  they 

would 
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would  not  think  it  an  unfuitable  one. 
Surely,  we  might  live  the  life  of  reafon 
and  happinefs,  if  not  of  grandeur,  as  be- 
tween us  there  would  be  feme  provifion  for 
a  family. — Thefe  thiags  (as  they  will  fome- 
times  occur  to  me)  throw  a  myftery  over 
his  conduct  that  I  cannot  developc  j  bvt  I 
am  fearful  of  urging  an  explication  of  th*^ 
enigma — •both  becaufe  he  is  upon  many 
occasions  extremely  unreferved  (and  th^re 
may  be  family  reafons  which  keep  him  for 
the  prefenjt  hUent),  and  becaufe  I  drea4 
k>fing  his  acquaiatance.  Whik  I  confide* 
him  as  a  friend  alone,  I  may  freely  enjoy 
his  focietyi  but  fhouid  he  be  urged  to 
declare  his  future  intentions*  I  may  lofe 
him  for  ever  a&  a  friend  ;  and  his  lofs,  I 
own  to  my  dear  Maria,  is  an  evil  I  can- 
not anticipate  the  danger  of  without  the 
ucmoft  horror.     I  do.  not  wiih  to  marry, 

and, 
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and,  therefore,  why  feek  to  interrupt  an 
intercourse  productive  of  the  higheft  de- 
light to  me  ? 


1  never  knew  him  fo  lively  as  he  was 
on  that  Monday  that  we  paffed  together  j 
there  was  an  enjouement  about  him  that  day, 
-which  rendered  him  wonderfully  pleafing ; 
and  ye*  what  a  chafte  delicacy,  if  I  may 
trie  the  expreffion,  amidft  all  his  gahfe  de 
€cear — The  former  lie  has  always  preferved 
through  the  whole  of  our  acquaintance  j 
never  making  the  leaft  advances  towards 
familiarity— —ever  tender  and  refpeclful. 
I  remember  (can  I  ever  forget  it  ?)  the 
circumftance  which  fkft  led  me  to  fuppofe 
he  loved  me.  Mrs.  M 's  look  dis- 
covered one  morning  that  the  houfe  was  in 

danger 
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danger  of  having  been  burnt  down  by  care- 
leffnefs,  in  fome  work  that  had  been  done  to 
a  chimney,  and  which  had  not  been  pro- 
perly fecured.  At  the  time  we  knew  of 
it  the  danger  was  over  ;  but  had  the  flames 
got  vent  in  the  night,  from  the  fituation 

of  Mrs.  M 's  chamber  and  mine,-  we 

mud  have  been  burnt  in  our  beds.  Alfred 
had  heard  fomething  of  the  ftory,  and  flew 
to  the  houfe  to  be  better  informed.     Mrs. 

M— had  fome  family  engagement, 

and  requefted  me  to  give  him  an  account 
of  the  imminent  danger  we  had  efcaped. 
In  the  courfe  of  my  relation,  I  faid  it  wa» 
a  great  chance  he  faw  me  again,  for 
had  the  fire  broke  out  a  few  hours  fooner 
we  muft  have  peri(hed.  While  I  pro- 
nounced the  word,  he  fnatched  my  hand 
with  both  his,  and  carrying  it  quickly  to 
his  lips,  imprefied  a  fervent  kifs  upon  it^ 

His 
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His  face,  which  was  pale  before,  from  the 
ihoek  of  my  ftoryi  was  in  that  inftant 
crimfoned  over.  I  believe  I  looked  foolifh, 
enough,  but  took  no  notice  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  action,  and  went  on  with  my 
account 'as  well  as  I  could. — From  that 
moment,  till  the  end  of  my  lifei  I  have 
devoted  that  hand  to  Alfred. 

From  the  frequency  of  his  vifits  to  Mrs". 

M- 's,  which  fhe  really  encouraged  by 

fome  means  or  other,  fo  that  fcarce  a  day 
paffed  without  my  feeing  him ;  we  infen- 
fibly  attached  ourfelves  to  each  other;  a 
conformity  of  opinion,  a  parity  of  years, 
and  many  other  little  namelefs  circumftances 
and  incidents,  contributed  to  our  marking 
out  each  other  as  congenial  minds.     You 

know,    fince  the  affair  of  Mr.  D -,  I 

had  determined  againft  fuffering  my  heart 

to 
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to  be  attached;  and  I  am  clearly  of  opinion, 
had  Alfred;  in  the  early  part  of  our  ac- 
quaintance, profeffed  a  paffion  for  me,  I 
fhould  have  rejected  it.  He  took  a  more 
effe&ual  method ;  he  ftole  into  my  affec- 
tions by  the  mere  amiablenefs  of  his  cha- 
racter ;  and  the  only  method  he  ufed  in 
the  art  of  making  love,  was,  by  his  ac- 
tions to  prove  how  worthy  he  was  of 
being  beloved.  He  challenged  my  efteem, 
and  interefted  my  judgment  before  he 
alarmed  my  fenfibility.  After  the  little 
incident  I  mentioned,  I  muft  have  been 
blind  not  to  fee  his  preference,  and 
I  muft  have  been  more  than  infenfible  not 
to  be  impreffed  by  it.  I  may  fay  to  you 
that  it  is  no  great  triumph  to  be  admired 
in  the  prefence  of  Mrs.  M .  How- 
ever, let  who  would  be  of  the  party  he 
had  neither  eye  or  ears,  Or  hardly  a  tongue 
3  for 
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for  any  one  elfe.  His  firft  fette*,  which X 
(hewed  you,  gave  me  a  fenf*tiotf  of  de- 
light (though  k  contained  very  Uttle  in- 
formation that  was  new  to  me),  which  nor 
one  I  ever  received  before  had'  excised'* 
but  notwithstanding  that  and  every  Suc- 
ceeding one  has.  been  tender  and  affection- 
ate, he  has  never  Stepped  beyond  the  li- 
mitation I  gave  him  of  friendship.  If  he 
ever  means  to  be  nearer — (I  think  no  con- 
nection can  make  him  dearer  to  me)  it  re- 
mains a  fecretin  his  own  bofom;  let  him 
ufe  his  own  difcretion  ;  I  fhall  never  feek 
an  explanation  which  may,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, deftroy  that  happinefs  I  now  enjoy, 
and  which  more  than  contents  me.  Whe- 
ther I  have  contented  you,  my  dear  Maria, 
I  know  not ;  but  you  have  my  whole  heart 

before  you Never   fhall  it  conceal  a  fen- 

timent  from  fo  true,  fo  valuable  a  friend. 

You 
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Ypu  poffefs,  and  have  a  right  to  my  moft 
uaboundedUconfidcnce ;  and  to  you  I  can 
write  and  talk  of  all  that  interefts  a  heart,' 
which  you,  my  beloved  Maria,  and  my 
amiable  Alfred  fhare  between  you.  Adieu. 

Yours  ever, 

ELWIN  A. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXIX. 


Maria  to  Elwina. 


TTT  HAT  EVER  may  be  the  caufe 

"  *       which  prevents  a  more  explicit 

conduct  in  Alfred,   I  fhall  ever  regret,  my 

beloved  Elwina,  that  it  does  exift.     You 

-feem  fo  thoroughly  formed  for  each  other's 

happinefs,  that  I  cannot  but  wifti  from  my 

foul  your  union  was  perfected.    Never  did 

I  fee  veneration  heightened  by  fo  glowing 

<an  affection,  as  appears  in  his  eyes  when  he 

1  beholds  you.    Oh,  fuch  ardent  gazes  muft 

"be  proofs  that  he  loves  to  as  great  a  degree, 

..    Vol.  II.  G  as 
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as  that  paflion  can  be  carried ;  and  my 
deareft  Elwina  lags  not  far  behind.    Hea- 
ven grant  I   may  foon  congratulate  you 
both  on  being  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  each  other's  fentiments.    But,   my 
Elwina,    you   have  loft    much    of  your 
charming  vivacity..    On  that  Monday,  in- 
deed, you^were  all  alive,  for  then  Alfred 
was  with  you.    You  fay  you  are  contented 
—more  than   contented.     Why  then  are 
you  lefs  cheerful  than  you  ufed  to  be  ?  For 
your  peace  of  mind*  J  hope  he  will  foon 
explain  himfelf,  or  I  fhajl  wifh — forgive 
me,  Elwina,  my  love  for  you  prompts  the 
wiih — that  you  had  never  feen  him. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  idea  of 
thefe  friendfhips  between  the  fcxes.  It  is 
not  in  nature  that  they  Jhould  be  able  to 
keep  within  its  narrow  bounds,  though  it 

feems 
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fcems  foeafy  to  preferibe  them.  Should  ic 

proceed  for  years,  as  it  bfrb  continued  for 

fome  months,  it  would  devote  you  both  to 

g  life  of  celibacyj  ibr  how  cold  muft  his 

vows  be  to  any  other  woman !  and  how 

could  you  ever  give  your  hand  to  another 

man  ?  I  am  not'an  advocate  for  declarations 

of  paflion  being  made,  till  there  has  been 

.fome  opportunity  given  of  becoming  a  little 

acquainted  with  the  difpofitions  of  each 

other.     Many  unhappy  marriages  are,  I 

am  convinced,  the  confequence  ofperfons 

being  ignorant  of  the  tempers  of  thofc 

whom  they  have  too  fuddenly  addreJTed. 

But  here  has   been  a  fufficient  length  of 

time;  Alfred  is  too  amiable  to  trifle  with 

r."    ' 
your  happinefs,  and  yet  he  muft  be  blind 

to  his  own  attractions,   and  your  fenfibility, 

if  he  fees  not  that  he  is  the  fole  objecl:  of 

G  2  your 
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ypur.tetidernefs.  Alas !   alas-lv  every jt^ng 
(h'e\Vsitbvt  too  plainly* 

I  grieve  the  more,  atsy  fweet !  Elwihaj 
becaufe  I  fee  in  Alfred  the' amiable  souiv- 
terpartof  your  dear  felf. 

Mr.  D— —  was  tinworthy  of  you,  and 
I  am  certain  he  never  would  have  been 
the  object  of  your  free  choice.  That  you 
even  had  a  good  opinion  of  him  was  the 
confequence  of  his  deep  diflimulation,  which 
effectually  concealed  for  a  long  time  the 
natural  bent  of  his  difpofition.  You  acted 
nobly  throughout  the  whole  bufinefs  ;  but 
on  examination,  my  dear,  you  will  find 
your  pride,  more  than  your  fenfibility,  was 
wounded  by  the  detection  of  his  profli- 
gacy.— I  am  happy  it  was  fo ;  you  could 
not  have  acquired  fo  foon  the  indifference 

you 
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you  have  felt  for  him  this  long  time.  The 
match  was  looked  on  in  a  fuitable  light 
by  your  family — I  mean  fuitable  to  their 
wifhes  in  point  of  circumftances.  His 
fortune  was  much  fuperior  to  yours,  and  I 
know  too  your  delicate  mind  was  gratified, 
by  having  the  fan&ion  of  all  your  friends 
in  the  difpofal,of  your  hand!  All  this 
operated  to  infpire  a  kind  of  liking,  for 
Mr.  D-— — -,  which  his  conduct,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  the  face  of  the  world,  certainly 
juftified.  But  even  while  in  profpedt  he- 
had  the  idea  of  being  the  hufband  of  El- 
wina,  to  give  way  to  a  licentious  paflion 
for  fo  low  a  creature  as  the  bar-maid  of  a 
coffee-houfe ;  it  debafed  him  beneath  every 
thing,  but  the  contempt  with  which  my 
charming  friend  treated  him,  when  he  could 
not  clear  himfelf  from  the  charge  you 
brought  againft  him.  But  tell  me,  Elwina,. 

G3  is 
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is  not  the  affecrion  you  feel  for  Alfred 
different  from  that  you  experienced  for  M*» 
D-— - -  ?  Could  you  break  this  friendly  cert' 
ne&ion  with  that  firmnefs  of  philofophy 
you  did  one  that  was  fo  neaV  becoming  a 
matrimonial  one  ?  Yet  why  mould  I  feek 
to  probe  a  heart  which  you  have  laid  open 
to  my  view  ?  It  is  unfriendly — it  is  ungene- 
rous. 

The  time  will  foon  arrive  when  Alfred 
will  be  in  poffeffion  of  his  living;  if,  then, 
he  does  not  make  an  offer  of  his  hand, 
Elwina,  he  is  not  worthy  of  you.  Then 
will  my  beloved  friend  proraife  me  to  ex- 
ert all  the  ftrength  of  her  excellent  under- 
ftanding  (which  I  never  yet  faw  equalled), 
to  combat  an  attachment  that  muft  other- 
wife  be  deftruftive  of  her  felicity  ?  Heaven 
fend  you  may  never  have  the  fad  fortune 

to 


PO  R  F  ATHERl  127 
to  endeavour  to  drive  a  too  beloved  image 
from  your  bofom.  But  his  cohdudt  miifl: 
very  foon  be  the  criterion  of  his  merit.  I 
love  you  too  well,  my  Elwina,  to  be  at 
eafe  while  your  amiable  heart  is  a  prey  to 
any  fufpenfe. 

Eve*  yefurf#> 

MA  R  I  A. 


G  4  LET- 
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LETTER      XXX. 


Elwina  to  Maria. 


:;wHOMtl 


the  Lord  loveth  he  chaf- 
teneth :"  and  out  of  love  to 
Elwina  does  her  beloved  Maria  plant  a 
crown  of  rofes  on  her  head,  which,  while 
they  adorn,  certainly  wound  her  temples 
with  the  thorns.  You  have  forced  me  to 
examine  my  heart.  You  have  conftrained 
me  too  to  make  ftri&ures  on  Alfred's  con- 
duct. I  feel  pain  from  it ;  if  I  have  deceived 
myfclf,  my  error  made  me  happy,  and  I 

am 
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am  weak  enough  to  wifh  it  could  have  con- 
tinued to  my.  life's  end» 

I  thought,  Maria,  you  knew  enough 
of  mankind  not  to  be  ignorant,  that  it. ill 
the  word  way  in  the  world  to  raife  people's 
fpirits  by  telling  them  they  have  loft  their 
vivacity.  I p'have  •' obferved .  a  \  hundred 
times,  when  any  -perfon  has-looked-  grave 
in  company,  that  on  another's  obferving  itj 
they  have  funk  by  degrees,  into  melan- 
choly^ wher'etia,  if '.they-  H&T  been  "ldfcTI 
few  minutes  to  themfelvesj  they  might  have 
regained  their  former  go'ocf* fpirits.'  But 
when  this  remark  is  made,  it  is  natural  \6 
attempt  a  vindication  from  the  charge,  by 
unmeaning  fmiles,  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  imagination  is  fly'mg  to  the ;  heart,  the 
jnrattrral  feat  of  ineftffetude^  to  trace  out  the 
caufe  fdr  deji&ifcn  dealing  on  the  features^ 
£;''-^i  G  5  and 
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and  the  common  Tefult  is  a  coriftrained 

behaviour  the  reft  of  the  day. 

So  you  have  fixed  the  criterion  of  Al- 
fred's merit — may  he  be  able  to  pafs  tha 
ordeal. 

Should  he  prove  a  delinquent,  I  pro- 
mife  you,  my  deareft  Maria,  to  dp  the 
beft  I  can  to  eftablifh  the  character  of  a 
philofopherj  if  you  will  allow  me  in  the 
mean  time  to  give  way  to  the  dear  delight 
of  thiriking  him  worthy  my  mott  tender 

affecYions. Thus    then   this    bargain  is 

fettled. 

You  lament  my  being  in  a  (late  of  fu£- 
penfe.     No,  I  rather  think  it  is  a  ftate  of 
expectation,  which  is  qwite  a  different  mat* 
ter,  my  dear ;  one  is  feated  near  the  con- 
fines 
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fines  of  defpairj  the  other  is  gilded  with; 
hope.  But  whatever  name  it  may  be  eal* 
led  by,  I  feel  too  much  fatisfaction  in 
it,  not  to  tremble  at  a  change, .  left  it 
fhould  not  be  productive  of  an  equal  fhard 
of  happinefs. 

In  the  letter  he  wrote,  after  (pending 
the  day  with  us,  you  recollect  he  fays,  be. 
never  was  Jt  happy  in  his  life.  He  ccr-s 
taifily  exprefled  more  affection  for  me  by 
Wo^ds,  than  ever  he  had  done,  and  I  talk- 
ed with  more  freedom  to  him  -,  but  the 
conduc^  of  both,  I  -am  convinced,  was 
actuated  by  the  fame  principle  ;  namely, 
your  being  with  us:  our  conversion 
would  not  have  been  fo  gallant,  had  we 
been  tete-^tite.  There  is  a  tender  foftnefs' 
iri-kfe  addrefs  when  alone ;  but  it  is  more 
in  his  manner  .than  his  language  j  and  for 

G  6  his 
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his  letters— what  (hall  I  fay  of  them  ! 
T"hey~  have  all  the  fpirit  of  love,  if  they 
arc  not  the  exprefs  thing  itfelf..  .But  you 
obffenfe,  he  never. ftyjes  himfelf.any  thing 
but  my  friend-— >tbe  objeSi  of  his  ejteem.,  &c. 
When  I  write  to  him, 1  amfometimes  forced 
to  check  my  pen,  left  I  Ihould  exprefs  myfelf 
too  tenderly  j  and  when  I  have  fealed  my 
ktter,  I  have  condemned  myfelf  for 
having  written  too  nearly  the  fentiments 
of  my  heart,  which  lafts  but  till  I  have 
again  perufed  his,  and  then,  if  I  could  ftrike 
my  pen  acrofs  the  word  friendjhip,  and  fub- 
flitute  love,    oh,  how  delightful  and   ex-, 

quifitely  tender  they  would  be  ! God 

forgive  me,  but  I  have  often  thought  of 

them,  as  Mr.  H ufed  to  fay  of  fome 

of  the  methodifls  hymns ;  "  Put  but  the 
**  name  of  Damon  in  the  room  of  Jefus, 

"  and 
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f<  and  they  would  make  the  prettied  love 


"  fongs  in  the  world." 


*  Now,  my  beloved  friend,  I  hope  you  will 
think  my  lofs  of  vivacity  purely  accident- 
al, and  that  I  Ihall  badiner  with  my  pen 
as  I  ufed  to  do  -,  and  do  not  attribute  it 
folely  to  the  expe&ation  that  to-morrow 
Alfred  is  to  dine  here.  I  dare  fay  your 
affectionate  heart  at  this  line  will  exclaim, 
te  Heaven  grant  fome  incident  may  arife 
"  to  induce  him  to  declare  his  real  inten- 
"  tions  towards  Elwina  !"  My  dear  Maria, 
fhe  wifhes  it  too  ;rbut  that  mud  all  be  left 
to  chance.  I  could  never  plot  a  fcheme  in 
my  life  on  any  occafion,  much  lefs  on  this 
important  bufinefs  :  Accident  may  do 
fomething.  If  he  waits  for  an  opportunity,. 
I  doubt  to-morrow  will  not  furnifh  him 
with  one.     For  we  have  other  company, 

and, 
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and,  I  dare  fay,  I   fball  not  fee  him,   but 
furrounded  with  a  crowd,  which  will  not 
leave  us  till  after  the  hour  of  his  depar- 
ture.    Moft  likely  he  will  not  be  near  me 
the  whole  day  -,  and  at  table  he  will 

Drink  to  me  only  with  bis  eyes. 

Thofeeyes  !  Good  God  !  if  only  friend- 
fhipis  exprefied  by  them,  who  could  fuftain 
their  effulgence  when  enlightened  by  love  ?„ 
Oh  !  it  would  be  the  ftory  of  Semele  re- 
vived— No  mortal  could  ftand  fuch  a  fire. 

Adieu,  my  beloved,  my  true  friend; 

I  am  mofl  faithfully  yours, 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXXL 

Alfred    to    Eiwika. 

Wr  H  O  would  ever  believe  it  poffible. 
that  the  day  pafifed  in  Elwina's 
company  could  be  called  an  unpleafant 
one  by  Alfred  ?  But  could  I  be  faid  to  be 
in  Elwina's  company  ?  I  faw  her  indeed ; 
but  furrounded  with  a  crowd  of  beings 
who  feemed  created  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  interpofe  between  me  and  the  moft 
amiable  of  women.  I  heard  her  voice 
too  j  but  it  was  to  others  it  was  direc"ted, 
and  had  not  her  friendly  eye  fometimes 
turned  towards  the  forlorn  Alfred,  he  would 

have 
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have  "  fat  like  his  grandfire  cut  in  ala- 
e<  bafter."  For  heaven's  fake,  Elwina,  op- 
pofe  in  future  thefe  opprefiive  civilities  of 
your  good  mother  in  inviting  me  to  parties 
fo  little  fuited  to  my  tafte.  Oh,  one  day, 
nay,  one  hour  fpent  like  that  happy  Mon- 
day, is  better  than  thoufands  fuch  as  yef- 
terday  !  And  then  that  barbarous  cuftom 
of  the  women  retiring  from  the  table,  and 
leaving  a  fet  of  diliblute  or  ftupid  men 
together.  Never  let  me  have  the  honour 
of  filling  up  a  place  at  your  table,  which 
fome  great  man  may  afpire  to,  and  which 
I  have  not  guflo  enough  to  enjoy.  We  are 
eager  to  copy  our  neighbours  on  the  con- 
tinent. Why  then  do  we  not  adopt  their 
manners  at  table  I  They  have  no  fepara- 
tions  immediately  after  dinner,  or  rather 
feclufions  of  the  lovely  fex.  In  my  own 
family,  I  am  determined  to  abolilh  fo  ab- 

furd 
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furd  and  deteftable  a  cuftom,  founded  on 
Gothicifm,  and  ignorance.  And  if  I  am 
blefl  with  a  companion  of  fentiments  fimi- 
lar  to  my  own,  fome  little  fcheme  may  be 
fixed  on,  which,  1  doubt  not,  the  majori- 
ty of  the  company  will  prefer,  to  the  mere 
palling  the  toaft  in  a  dull  routine,  or  noify 
intemperate  mirth.  I  really  feel  chagrined 
—I  have  loft  a  day,  in  which  I  had  pro- 
mifed  myfelf  much  delight ;  and  my  mor-. 
tification  is  but  in  proportion  to  the  pleafing 
enjoyment  I  had  anticipated.  Indeed  it, 
was  too  bad  to  have  heaven  in  my 
view,  with  fuch  a  gulph  between. 

There  was  but  one  white  fpeck  of 
good,  and  that  I  am  grateful  for.  I 
law  with  what  care  you  guarded  my 
favourite  myrtle  from  the  hands  of  the 
officious  baronet,  whomethought  was  full 

of 
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of  confequence  from  his  new  aflumed  tftle. 
Can  you  believe,  Elwina,  I  fhall  ever 
part  with  the  fingle  leaf  you  afterwards 
picked  from  the  beloved  fhrub,  and  with  a 
look — oh !  that  would  have  overpaid  a 
Choufand  ills^  gave  it  into  my  happy  hand  ? 
Did  you  obferve  the  kifs  I  imprinted  on  it  ? 
1  hope  no  one  elfe  did— -I  blamed  myfelf 
afterwards  for  being  fb  little  mafter  of  my- 
felf, as  to  ad  as  if  I  had  been  alone.- 
Sweet  pledge  of  Elwina's  friend fhip  and 
efleem ;  Alfred  fhall  never  lofe  thee  !  How 
inexpreflibly  dear  to  me  is  every  fuch  at- 
tention you  honour  me  with  1 

When  do  you  go  to  town  for  the  win- 
ter ?  But  why   do  I   aflc  that   queftion  ? 
No  doubt  that    motion  will   be    regu- 
lated by  thore  of  the  polite  world:    Mrs. 

M fays,  there  is  no  one  to  fee -in  town 

•11 
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till  after  -Chriftmas.  Indeed,  I J  think, 
thei;e  is  very  little  worth  feeing  at  any 
time,  fo  partial  am  I  to  the  counttjT;  and 
yet  I  wi(h  you  was  to  be  in  town  fbon<,  as 
I  mould  oftener  have  the  happinefs«of  fee- 
ing you,  the  diftance  being  fo  much  lef- 
fened.  I  however  regard  not  the  fhprjv 
nefe  of  the  days.  What  is  darknefs  to 
him  whofe  mind  is  illumined  With  the 
brightnefs  of  Elwina's  efteem  ? 

But  thofe  charming  days,  when  fbme 
hour  of  each  was  embellilhed  by  {pending 

it  in  your  fociety  at  L j  will  they  not 

return?  Oh,  Elwina,  furely   they  might. 

Mrs.  M often  regrets  your  abfence — 

The  leaft  hint  that  you  fhould  like  to  pafs 
fome  time  there,  would  be  moft  gladly  at- 
tended to  j  whjr  may  I  not  propofe  it  ? 

Will  you  do  me  the  honour  of  befpeak-. 

ing 
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ing  a  place  in  your  mother's  mufeum  fojf 
two  or  three  little  natural  production?; 
which  an  acquaintance  of  mine  fent  to  me 
the  other  day.  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  make  even  this  poor  return 
for  the  civilities  I  have  received,  and  which 
my  heart  acknowledges  with  gratitude.  J 
fhall  fend  them  next  week  with  your  ca- 
binet, and  perchance  a  letter  alfo  j  for  I 
fhall  not  mjfs  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of 
adding  one  to  the  collection,  which  you 
have  promifed  to  place  in  that  little  repo. 
fitory  facred  to  friendfhip. 

I  have  never  had  any  converfation  with 
you  on  the  iubject  of  your  having  fhewn 
my  letters  to  our  Maria.  It  is  well  (lie  is 
our  Maria,  or  I  fhould  have  a  thbufand 
objections  to  it.  My  letters,  and  I  truft 
yours,  are    written   from   the   heart,   and 

noc 


FOR  .FATHERS.       14* 
not  for  the- judgment   to  r  cpiticife «  upon. 
Xhey.-are  the  effuftons  of  friendfhip,   not 
the  productions  of  genius;     I  own  I  feel 
.a  fmgular  kind  of  pleafure  that  my  eye 
•alone  has:  Teen:  the   elegant   tranfcript  of 
Elwina's  mind — that  her  letters  come  im- 
mediately from  her  heart  to  fp'eak  to  mine 
— 1  even  feel   an  ecftafy  in  being  certain 
that  my  eye  follows  her  in  the  perufal,  as 
j{  1  was  fenfible  that  moment  of  her  di- 
vine prefence.     I  have  no  friend  in  the 
world  to  whom  I  think  I  have  a  righ't  to 
fhew  your  letters.     As  your  gbodnefs  and 
■condefceniion  is  infinite,  in  honouring  me 
with  your  correfpondence,  I  mould  look 
on  it  as  profanation  to  let  any  eye  but  mine 
vbehold  them.     I   am  far  from  perfe&ion, 
but  that  of  a  vain  bpafter  fhall  never  be  laid 
to  my  charge.    Yet,  my  fair  friend,  do  not 
infer  from  hence,  that  I  blame  you  for 

acting 
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4&ii>g  differently  From  me  in  this  particu- 
lar. You  have  a  right  to  a&  according; 
to  your  principles.  It  would  be  arrogance 
in  me  to  prefcribe  rules  for  your  conduct; 
and  I  think  circumftances  render  our  fixa- 
tions fo  very  different;  that  what  would  be 
reprehenfible  in  me,  is  quite  the  contrary 
in  you. 

I  Admit  Montaigne's  fophiftry  in  this 
inftafoce.  Maria  and  you  are  but  as  on£, 
and  an  undue  and  unufual  referve  to  her, 
would  look  like  a  breach  of  friendftiip 
which  you  have  mutually  vowed  to  each 
other' — Though  I  know  her  (both  from 
obfervaiion,  and  character,  as  drawn  by 
the  elegant  pen  of  the  amiable  Elwmaf) 
gentle  and  unreproving,  yet  I  dread  her 
ftriclures.  You  fee  the  boldnefs  of 
Alfred,  even  in  his  humility;  I  truft  to 
3  the 
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the  partial  friendfhip  you  have  long  (hewn 
me,  or  ihould  I  not  fear  your  judgment,  in 
which,  youjare  as  fuperior  as  you  are  in 
eyery  $ing  elfe  to  any  perfon  I  ever  yet 
knew  ?  Shew  then  every  letter  (and  pray 
.let  this  be  one)  to  our  good  Maria.  Your 
own  excellent  heart  will  be  more  fatisfied 
by  doing  fo,  and  I  fhall  forget  that  cir- 
cumftance  when  I  am  writing  to  you. 
What,  indeed,  can  I  think  of,  but  the 
•charming  objeo\  to  whom  I  devote  my 
pen  ?  but  if  (he  is  fatisfied,  whqfe  criti- 
jqUm  need  I  fe*r  ?  I  know  I  am  guilty  of 
inaccuracies,  from  the  rapidity  with  whjqh 
I  write.— One  reafon  is,  I  hardly  know 
*ny  expfefiion  in  any  language  which  can 
.give  a. proper  idea,  of  the. high  fcniiej  have 
of  your  fupcrlatjve  merit*,  or  in  what  de- 
gree.Lam  yours, 

ALFRED, 
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LE^TTE  R    XXXII. 


Elwina  to  Alfred, 

I  A  G  REE  with  you— 4  hate  fuch  for- 
mal doings  as  we  had  when  laft  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  you,  and  will  take 
care  you  Ihall  not  be  expofed  to  fuch  mor«- 
tifications  in  future.  It  was  •  really  weli 
meant  of  my  mother,  and- 1  am  fure  Al- 
fred thinks  fo.  ;  There  were  but  few  of  the 
party  that  I  liked,  and  fome-4wer,e  quit* 
ftrangers  to  me,  among  whom  was.  Sir 
Thomas  K — — *-,  whofe  honours,  as  you 
fay,  fat  rather  uneafily  upon  him.  Indeed 
he  looks  as  if  they  were  not  made  to  fit 

him ; 
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him;  but  he  will  grow  to  them  in  time?, 
is  fome  ceconomical  mothers  fay  when  they 
have  ordered  their  fons  clothes,  too  large. 
Hang  the  man !  why  take  up  my  paper  with 
him  ?  I  really  owe  him  a  fpite  for  his- ai- 
med impertinent  freedom  about  the  dear 
myrtle.  It  was  owing  to  Ifabella  faying 
tinneceffarily,  that  it  was  my  favourite  em- 
ployment to  nurfe  that  little  plant. — -I  hope 
he  did  not  fee  what  /did,  the  greeting  yoa 
gave  the  leaf,  haply  infenfible  of  its  happi- 
nefs.  I  admire  your  delicate  remorfe  on 
the  occafion ;  and  fo  I  do  your  argument 
about  the :  difference  of  ourfhewing*the 
letters  each  receives  ;  yet  I  think  I  have 
rather  wrung  your  confeflt  from  you,  than 
obtained  it  as  a  free  gift.  £  But  Maria  is 
truly  your  friend,  and  admires  your  letters^ 
though  they  are  not  beheld,  perhaps,  in  that 
Charming  light  as  if  they  "were  addrefTed 
V01.  II.  H  to 
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tq  berfelf. — So  that  in  fact  you  may  .place 
•more  dependence  on  her  praife  than  miq^, 
and  be  proportionally  flattered  by  it. 

My  mother  requefts  me  to  affure  you* 
fiie  fljall  think  her  collection,  which  you 
dignify  with  the  title  of  a  mufeum  (but 
.you  are  apt  to  rate  perfons  and  things  too 
high)  very  much  embelliflied  by  any  art- 
tide  you  think  wiorthy  a  place;  I  am- glad 
fhe  has  taken  to  be  a  virtu i;  it  is  a  very 
innocent  and  pleafing  employment  for  a 
woman  no  longer  young ;  and  fhe  has  as 
much  pleafure  and  fatisfadion  in  examin- 
ing a  dead  moth  (fhe  would  not  run  a  pin 
through  it  though  on  any  account),  as  a 
gay  beauty  has  in  fixing  on  a  birth-day 
fuit.  She  is  not  yet  fo  mad  in  the  fcience 
as  to  give  up  her  judgment  as  many  virtus 
do,   who   really    deceive    themfelves  {o 

grofsly, 
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ferofsly, ;  that  one  can  but  wanddr  at,  and 
pity  their  credulity;  whefy  Mrith  their  fo- 
leinn  fates,  they  aflfert  fuch  marvellous 
dungs'  as  Jhock  one's  faith. 

I  know  one  of  this  clafs  who  fhews  a 
drinking  gla'fs  of  a' date  long  before  the 
indention  of  fuch  veffels ;'  -and  yet  he  po- 
fltffelf;  affirm*  it  to  be  a  known  fa&j 
*h«rea»,'twas.  He  to  be  afkfed  the  year  when 
th«  art  of  making  glafs  was  discovered/ 
ljje*  would  accurately  tell  you  the  precife 
tifaie-;  Myforotker'was  going  one  day  to 
ipfute  Him  ®ri  \\h  own  grounds,  but  waved 
his  triunVph,- from,  indeed,  a  principle  of 
good  nature,  that  it  would  be  crufcl  to  rob 
him  rff iftrjvatuablo  a  part  of  his  collection, 
by  defthjyifig!*he"  antiquity  of  it. 

'tou  havepromifed  to  give  value  to  your 
H  z  prefent, 
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prefenr,  by  .inclofing  a  letter  in  it  j"  and 
who  knows  but  fome  future  virtu  in  the 
family  may  (hew  it  centuries  hence,  as  the 
facred  repofitory  of  letters  from  the  elegant 
Alfred  to  the  faithful  Ejwina. 

As  to  the  event  of  leaving  our  villa ; 
as  you  fuppofe,  we  fhall  be  regulated  by 
fafhion.  My  brother,  who  tells  us  now 
and  then  how  they  proceed  in  the  great 
world,  always  lets  us  know  thofe  matters, 
that  we  may  not  run  the  hazard  of  making 
him  ridiculous  by  our  plebeian  fancies.  He 
mentioned  fome  time  fince,  he  wifh'ed  my 
father  would  take  a  houfe  in  another  quar- 
ter of  the  town,  as  Bedford-fquare  was 
ftigmatized  with  the  odious  appellation 
of  the  citizens  perch.  You  would  have 
, Jaughed — No,  you  would  have  been  forry, 
as  I  was,  to  have  feen  the  effeft  it  iiad 
I  in- 
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jnftantly  on  my  poor  father :  "  Pray,  fon,w 
faid  he,  "  do  look  out  for  a  houfe  in  any 

** ■•■■■■■  .  ■■  ■("'•.  ■  '  1      1 

pother  part  you  like  beft.  Indeed  I  never 
tf  was  very  fond  of  this  Htuation,  but"  your 
"  mother  thought  it  airy." 

"Yes,  antwered  the  parliament  man, 
*•  and  fo  it  is,  compared  to  WatHng^ftreet." 
The  Very -found  of  that  dreadful  place  is 
worfe  than  the  filing  of  faws,  or  mar- 
jrow-bones   and  cleavers  to    my    father's 
ears;  as  it   is   replete  with  the  ideas   of 
i<5omptirig-houfes,   ledgers    and    bills    of 
parcels.  "  Oh  !  fie,  fie !"  he  cries,  "  do  not 
"  remind  me  of  my  misfortunes."  I  could 
not  help  remarking,  that  a  ftranger  woulcl 
fuppofehe  had  appeared  in  the   Ga2ette, 
inftead  of  doing  honour  to  the  commerce 
of  our  country,  and  fupporting  with  cre- 
dit the  glory  of  our  nation  in  the  character 

H  3  of 
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of  a  fair  dealer  My  father  ,lhook  ..Wsj 
head,  and  my  brother,  with , a  fneor  of 
-contempt,  a^ced  me,  "  If  I  felt  an  attach*- 
<*  ment  ^to-  any  little  fmug-faeed  -gffQ* 
"  cer  or  haberdafher^tjiat  I,  waX,  fa  great 
"  an  advocate  for  trade  ?"    I  returned  for 

anfwer(for  I  own  I  wiihe.4  to  piq^ahu* 
a  little  ),  «  Jf  I  had, an-  attachment r  to,  & 
<f  worthy  man,  I  fhould  ncrtjejeftJ^.JjWf. 
l(  caufe  he  was  in  trade,  if  i*  was  only  out 
**  of  a  principle  of  gratitude  £pr  being  jn- 
'^debted  tojt,  ior  having  a  member.,^ 
v. parliament  for  .my  brother*"^  Pie  turne^ 
upon  his  heel,  and  faid  *ll  was>ve/y  iaucv* 
Sf  but  good  company  might  teach  me  bet-. 
V-ter.'.'  Poor  Cbdio  !  how.  infigoificant 
does  this  little,  pride  make  itsrflaves  appear  \ 

£..,The  houfe  which  Maria's   father  Jias 
taken  is. now  nearly  put  in  repair,  and  they 

will 
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will  come  iatak  before-  Chriftmas.  wWe 
fhall  certainly  not  go  to  town  before  that 
feftival.    I  could  wifh  it,  though  no  more  a^ 
friend  to  that  place  itfelf  than  you  are; 
but  thefe  ihort  days  and  long.  evenings,?; 
feeL,  more  anxiety  almoft,  than  I  reed?*?, 
fifeafure  by  feeing  you,  on  account  ©f-Ut^ 
ieogt^  of  the  way  aM  dafknp  fs.    I  feet  so©: 
o^your,.  niotfler's  Recount.;  I   know  ihe 
fuffers  extremely  from  hflrj  fears,  left,  aay 
accident  Ihould  happen    to  her  treafure. 

WheneareB  you  cail  ta^e  fl  ^^  ovcr  ltl  *' 
mornings  I  {hall  have  infinite:  fatisfa&ioai 
jp  feeing  you;  but  without  that  is  conve- 
riie»v  I  will  be  content  to  view  you"  ifc 
cttny  mind's  eye,  Horatio,"  till  z  morfc 
favourable  feaffcn. 

It  will  not  be  quite  the  thing  to  pay  a 
vifit  to  Mrs,M— ~;  I  could  not  do  ic 

H   4  for 
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for  many  reafons,  and  a  very  powerful  one^ 
which  I  will  tell  you,  is  the  circumftance 
of  Maria  coming  to  fettle  among  us.-— 
She  being  my  particular  friend  (abftracretl 
from  my  wifh  to  have  the  happineft 
of  her  fociety),  I  could  not  now  leave 
H—  on  any  account,  without  being  guil- 
ty of  an  impropriety,  which  I  know  yap 
have  too  much  regard  for  me  to  wifh  I 
fhould  ever  incur. 

H^e  may  meet,  as  you  fay  in  one  ©f  your 
letters  j  and  I  hope  Alfred  will  not  look 
on  this  as  my  forbidding  our  often  meeting) 
\£  fate  permit  it.  Before  I  go  to  town  I 
flualiiend  Jjortje  your  books  j  I  have  pe- 
rufed  them,  and  by  way  of  payment  for 
the  pleafure  they  have  afforded  me,  I 
fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  fend  you  two 
drawings  in  chalk,  which  I  have  juft  re- 
ceived 
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Celved  from  the  frame  makers  j  they  are 
'from  the  two  views  which  yo©  pointed  out 
=when  Maria  was  fitting  befide  us,  under 
the  oakwdiere  we^ined.,.  ,One  is  a  morn- 
ing, "the  other  an  evening  fandfcape. 
That  they  are  the  production  of  Elwina's- 
f>encil  will,  I  am  convinced,  infure  them 
**  welcome  reception  from  Alfred  y  nor 
Vill  they  lofe  their  value  by  bringing  to  his 
memory  a  day,  which  he  has  declared  was 
one  of  the  happeji  of  his  life.-  vElwina  can 
only  wifh  *hat  every  day  may  be  masked 
with  felicity  that  is  added  to  the  life  of 

Alfred. 

I  angi  v.ery  fincerely  yours,. 


H  s  IL-E  T 
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letter    xxxni; 


Alfred    to    Elwina. 


AT  laft  I  hare  an  opportunity  of  fend- 
ing the  long  talked  of  box  to  Ef- 
wina  j  and,  perhaps,  I  fhould  have  had 
the  happinefs  of  prefenting  this  "  offering 
"  to  the  fhrine  of  friendlrlip,,  in  perfon; 
but  from  liwHlpofition,  trifling  indeed  in 
itfelf,  but  not  fo  in  the  eye  of  a  fond 
mother.  My  amiable  friend,  I  know,  will 
pardon  my  attention  to  my  mother's  re- 
queft  of  jiot  leaving  the  houfe  for  a  few 

days. 


days.  My  diforder  is  only  a  flight  fore) 
throat :  but  as. I  once  in  my  life  was  at~> 
tacked  by  a  very  alarming  one,  the  leaft. 
fymptpm  of  a  return  fills'  h$r  cep/der  boforft 
with  a  thoufand.  fears,  vfrkfcb^RafliitfLytfyj 
are  totally  groundlefe* 

Yow  cannot  think  how  I-was-fiattet'edf 
yefterday  by  a  vifit  from  your  brother  Wil- 
liam.    Finding  me  an  invalid," 'he  exeufett 

himfelf  from  returning  to  Mrs.  M 's, 

aa<i  gopd  naturedly  pafled  the  day-  afith 
me.    A*  we  are  both  defigne&fbr  the  fame 
rirofef&on.,  it  was  natural  t&  fallupowche- 
topic-of  ordination1.    My  time  will  foon* 
cpmei  his,  frora-being-tw^  years  younger,  is 
yet  at  a  diftance.  I  laughed,  and  told  him 
he  fhould  not  have  the  trouble  of  ietekiflg 
for  a  curacy  (which  appointment  is  nece£ 
fary  previous  to  the  beings  ©gained),  as 
H  6  by 
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By  that  time  I  fliould  have  it  in  my  power 
t&  offer  him  one.  Mr.  T —  is  fo  good  as 
to  name  me  for  his,  and  of  courfe  I  ihall, 
in  his  church,  deliver  my  maiden  fermon., 
I  doubt  I  fhall  feel  awkward  on  the  occa«* 
fion,  and,  perhaps,  acquit  myfelf  as  ill. 
Thank  Heaven  there  will  be  no  one  whOj 
kn/ows.me,inrthat  parish,  j  and  the  circum- 
ijanqe  of  my  being  a  novitiate  will  be 
^eo^a/ecret. 

And  will  you  do  me  the  favour  of  ac- 
cepting a  lock  of  hair,  when  the  flowing 
honours  of  my  head  are  fomewhat  abridged  I 
Imuft  co^fult  with  you.  how  it  fhall  be  fet, 
and  to  what  purpofe  adapted* 

I  muft  return  to  William  once  morey 
and  tell  you  how  extremely  I  like  his  con- 
vtrfation.  I  have  a  hope  that  he  rather  en- 
tertains 
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tertains  a  regard  for  me  j  I  think  his  be- 
haviour1 proved  it.  He  has  promifed  t<5> 
pafs  fome  time  with  me  at'  the  re&ory. 
Oh,  Elwina,  my  charming  friend^  Hook 
forward  to  the  time  of  forming  my  eftab- 
fimment  there  with  hope,  anxiety,  and  a 
thoufand  thoufand  trembling  expectations ; 
either  I  fhali  "be  happy  or  referable,  and 
ttiat  in  the  fuperlative  degree.  The  die 
will  foon  be  caft  which  ftamps  all  my  fu- 
ture days  with  one  orother.  There  is  no 
nwjdroh>"~I  muft  be  all  or  nothing. 

Yours  ever  faithfully, 

ALFRED. 


LET. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R>     XXXIV. 


Elwiwa  to  Alfre*>. 


Tl  THEN  the  bofom  of  a  mother  is^ 
*  *  Jilted  with  a  thoufand  fears,  can 
that  of  a  friend  be  perfectly  at  eafe  ?  Oh, 
no,  Alfred,  it  cannot  j  I  feel  it  cannot.  For 
pky's  fake  then,  let  me  hear  by  the  carrier, 
who  will  bring  this  to  you,  as  I  fhall  then 
have  fo  much  earlier  intelligence  than  by 
the  poft.  Indeed  fore  throats  always  re- 
quire much  attention.  You  have  the  belt 
of  nurfes  in  your  dear  mother,  and  good 

advice 
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Mvice,  if  you  have  fent  for  Mr.  JL— — *■ 
which  I  truft  your  mother  has  doae>  eveiv 
fhould  you  have  thought  it  unneceflfary. 

I  thank  you  maft  intirely  for  the  very« 
elegant  repofitory ;  but  your  letter  threw, 
me  into  too  much  agitation  to  fuffer  me 
fc>  examine  all,  its  beauties  and  conveni- 
ences. It  is  really  multum  in  parvo :  I  fhall 
have  great  pleafure  in  arranging  it  by  and 

bye,  which  will  be  when  my  anxieties  give 

r 
me  leave,  by  being  themfeives  leaned  j  as 

you  once  &idof  me,  Itmnotbity  thqfspp* 

fimees  of  mortality  in  you.  Our  friend(hi$>,  I 

truft,  is  immortal :  why  then  fhould  theft 

machines  be-  fo  vulnerable  ? 

I  am"  plcafled  William  fhewed  fo  much' 
attention  to-  you.  It  is  highly  flattering 
top1  my  heart*  :thatray>;  favourite  brothe* 

ihould 
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flionld  ^efteem  my  favourite  friend.  He 
was  to  fet  off  from  London  to  Cambridge 
fo  that  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  him/  how 
he  liked  his  vifit ;  but  doubt  not  furh> 
Olefctly  fo  to  induce  him  to  aecepcyorir  in- 
vitation to  the  rectory. '  I  cannot  divine 
why  the  being  fixed  there  is  to  decide  the 
feappinefc  or  mifery  of  your  life. :  I  have' 
fometimes"  laid  you  were  inexplicable  $ 
but  it  is  no  part  of  friendfhip  to  feek  into* 
the  receffes  of  another's  bofom.  I  have 
read  fomewhere  that,  "  although  confi- 
<c  dence  is  the  bafis,  curiofity  is  the  bane 
*f  of  friendfhip  j  and  there  are  fome  fecrets 
**  too  facred  even  for  the  bofom  of  friend- 
«'  fhip."  There  is  more  folidity  in-  thi3 
maxim  than  in  a  hundred  of  Montaigne's.. 
Adieu — Heaven  fend  you  health  and 
happinefs  in  the  extreme,  fincerely  prays- 

ELWIN-A. 
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.  I  {hall  fend  this  by  our  gardener,  who 
luckily  goes  up  to  town  this  morning,  and 
returns  in  the  evening.  Spare  me  the 
mortification'  of  hearing  a  negative  to  the 
firft  queftion  I  fhall  afk.  Need  I  tell  you 
what  that  will  be  ?  If  you  do  not  know, 
you  have  very  little  fenfibility ;  and  if  you 
{uffer  me  to  be  difappointed,  I  fhall  think 
you  have  lefs  friendihip. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXXV. 


Alfred  to  EIwina. 


IH  O  P  E  this  fpeedy  anfwer  to  my 
fair  friend  will  acquit  me  of  thofe 
charges  me  threatens  to  allege  againft  me  : 
charges  which,  I  truft,  whate  °r  are  my 
imperfections,  will  never  be  founded  in 
juftice;  and  then  I  am  convinced  Elwina 
will  not  allow  them  to  have  weight  in  her 
amiable  and  friendly  bofom. 

I  have  but  juft  time  to  inform  you  of 
my  amendment,  and  I  hope  in  a  few  days 

ta 
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to    have   the    very   great    happinefs    of 

feeing  you.     Mrs.  M has  propofed 

paying  you  a  morning  vifit  before  you 
quit  H- — -,  and  has  had  the  goodnefs  to 
offer  me  a  feat  in  her  coach.  I  fhall  keep 
her  to  the  text,  or  I  fhall  be  inclined  to 
make  unpleafant  comments  on  the  verfa- 
tility  of  fame  people's  principles. 

Am  I  inexplicable,  Elwina  ?  Would  you 
could  fee  every  movement  in  my  heart  s 
a  heart  that  knows  not  how  to  prize  too 

>  ,.  .    --..        r     -■.    v  ~  <? r  *rl"**t 

tiighry*  all    your    excellencies  j     but  lit 

•-.  •      '         •     >  ■  *  '■  '1      ,  .     **'* 

trembles,  while-^rfere  is  'the  carrier — he 
"cannot  wait,  Betty'-ifays. — - 

Adieu !  Adieu  ! 

ALFRED; 


LET. 
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LETTER     XXXVJ. 


Elwina  to  Marian 


My  ever  dear  Maria) 

TT'OR  your  infpe&ion  I  fhall  fend  yo\* 
two  letters  from  Alfred.  I  wiflj 
they  may  amufe  you,  and  fatisfy  youV 
generous  heart  more  than  they  have  done 
mine.  I  wonder  what  he  would  have 
aticlecl/ had  not  the  abominable  carrier 
come  in  a  moment,  that  you  muft  allow 
was  a  very  critical  one.  I  fhall  not  make 
many  comments  upon  them.    If  you  do 

not 
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not  come  down  on  Saturday,  fend  them 
by  the-  poft,  that  I  may  lay  them  in  order 
in  a  beautiful  box  which  he  fent  me.  It 
is  really  elegant,  and  Idoubj:  ha§  cgfthim 
a  mint  of  money.  Ther,e  is  every  convc- 
nience  for  writing,  and  it  is  furnilhedwith 
theneceflary  implements.  On  a  flip,  of 
paper  he  writes  thus : 

<c  Half  the  pens  I  have  ftolen,  whofe 
fervice  I  dedicate  to  my1  lovdy  frier^  I 
have  Ihared  a  quire  of  paper  too.  I  hope 
you  will  find  nothing  wanting  but  a  k^fe, 
and  -that  is  an  interdicted  prefent  j  unlefs, 
indeed,  I  had  the  mufe  of  Mr.  BifhOp, 
who  wrote  thofe  elegant  and  tender  lints 
to  his  wife  on  that  -fubjeft.  If  I  was  fo 
happy,  I  might  be  infpired  with  the  fame 
powers." 
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I  did  not  fee  tHislktkprofeimpromphi? 
tiff  after  1  had  written  to  him,  which,  mf 
Maria  may  be  certain,  1  did  on  the  firfl: 
inftant,  as'  I  was  ahiious'  to  know  how  the* 
poor  youth's  throat  went  6ft. 

Do  not  you  think,  Maria,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  letter  which  I  have  marked 
No.  i,  that  he  had  anvopportunity  of  being 
more  explicit  ?  •  J$u£  the  die  will  Joon  bt 
cafi  thut  will  fix,  either  my  happinefs  or 
mifery,  whatever  it  does  by  his.  It  will 
be  no  punifhment:  to  devote  myjfelf  to  a 
life  of  celibacy*  for  whatever  are  his  in- 
tentions, I  am,  firmly  determined  never  ta 
be  the  wife  of  an?  other  man. 

But  with  a  new  leaf  let  us  change  the 
gloomy  fubjeft,  or  I  fhall  fill  the  gentle 
bofom  of  my  Maria  with  a  thoufand  fan- 
cies 
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Ctes  that  really  have  no  exi&ence*  I  give 
hot  way  to  fad  ideas  j  butrefotve  to  look 
forward  to  pleafing  profpe&s.  You  ie$ 
what  a  philofopher  I  am  -,  never  anticipate 
ing  evil,  and  difpofed  to  meet  the  blefiiftgs 
of  life  half  way  at  leaft, 

I  have  finifhed  reading  the  books  I  had 
foorrj  L — —-,  and  have  returned  them.  I 
inuft  tell  you  one  little  trait  of -your 
friend's  weaknefs.  One  evening  I  was  read- 
ing fome  of  Fitzoflborne's  Letters,  after  I 
had  gone  up  to  my  chamber,  and  a  fmall 
pin  dropped  out  of  my  handkerchief  be* 
tweeh  the  leaves  :  I  was  juft  going,  to  take 
it  out;  "No,"  cried  1^  checking  myfelf^ 
"  no,  there  thou  flialt  remain  :  and  oh  t 
"  how  bleft  fhall  I  be,  if  in  fome  future 
"  time  I  fhall  again  behold  thee !" 

Maria, 
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I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  I  have  takea. 
an  inv^cible  prejudice*  againft  this  Baro- 
net ;  *I  think,  he  has  in  a  great  meafiwe 
perverted  the  principles  of  my  brother. 
It  is  not  poflible,  that  one  man  can  .always, 
be  in  the  right:  buttnawmy  brother- votes 
ccnftantly  with  the  minifter  j  and  obeys 
his  fummons  as  readily  as  if  every  thing 
depended  on  his  obedience  :  indeed,  poor 
man,  he  is  obliged  to  ftrain  every  nerve  to 
keep  himfelf  in  his  feat.  Heaven  knows 
whether  it  be  better  for  our  poor  diftra&ed 
country,  that  he  mould  remain  at  the 
helm  or  not.  But  I  wilh  for  peace  and 
quietnefs. 

Alfred  has  acquired  great  credit  with 
my  mother,  by  fending  her  fome  natural 
curiofities.      You  would  have   been   de- 
lighted to  have  feen  her  happy   counte- 
nance, 
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$>arty  to  dinner  ?  no,  I  remember  I  wrote 
to  you  the  day  before  Iexpe^cThirrt.  Ft 
•pUflivedj  as  I  fuppdfed  it  would,  by  no 
■means  pleafant  to  him.  Yeftefday  we  haS 
*#ie  fame  ferifi  Alfred  excepted.  There 
^politicians  are 'not  To  deep,  but  they  may 
be  fathomed  even  by  a  young  female.  I 
frave  difeo^ered  one  of  their  fecrets  $  and, 
^though- 1  think  it  rather  againft  the  ftate*, 
I  ihall  not  fcrupie  to  inform  you  of  if. 
'You  know,  Maria,  by  a  new  and  neceffafy 
^arrangementi  a  contractor  cannot  fit  in  the 
.Houfe ',  fo  my  poor  father  is  to  be  the 
<©ftenfible_perlbn,  in  a  contract  for  furnifh- 
ing  the  army  with  fome  certain  proviftons, 
while  Sir  Thomas  K. ,  and  my  bro- 
ther will  (hare  the  greatefl  part  of  the  pro- 
-fit.  I  hate  thefe  under-hand  doings  j 
thefe,  1  think,  cannot  be  called  pious 
frauds. 

Vol.  II.  I  I  know 
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I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  I  have  take* 
an  inyjpci ble- prejudice*  againft  this  Baro- 
net •,  I  think  he  has  in  a  great  meafure 
perverted  the  principles  of  my  brother. 
It  is  not  poflible,  that  one  man  can  always. 
be  in  the  right.:  but,  now  my  brother-votes 
cenftantly  with  the  minifter  ;  and  obeys 
his  fummons  as  readily  as  if  every  thing 
depended  on  his  obedience  :  indeed,  poor 
man,  he  is  obliged  to  ftrain  every  nerve  to 
keep  himfelf  in  his  feat.  Heaven  knows 
whether  it  be  better  for  our  poor  diftra&ed 
country,  that  he  mould  remain  at  the 
helm  or  not.  But  I  wifh  for  peace  and 
quietnefs. 

Alfred  has  acquired  great  credit  with 
my  mother,  by  fending  her  fome  natural 
curiofities.      You  would  have   been   de- 
lighted to  have  feen  her  happy   counte- 
nance, 
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nance,  while  fhe  was  examining  them,  one 
by  one,  through  her  fpe&acles.  They  are 
really  beautiful;  fome  of  them  being 
pebbles  that  exhibit  almoft  a  regular 
kndfcape.  I  have  taken  two  or  three 
draughts  from  their  defigns  j  which  I  fhaft- 
fend  perhaps  one  day  or  other  to  Alfred  j 
if  not,  they  witl  remain  locked  up  from 
mortal  eye. 

Heaven  blefs  you,  my  dearefl:  Maria, 
I  am  ever  moil  affectionately  yours, 

ELWINA, 


I  2  LET* 
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LETTER    XXXVII. 


To  the  fame, 

^trOU  ^d  a  declaration  of  love  would 
■*•  be  the  criterion  by  which  you 
lhould  judge  of  merit.  I  have  then  a 
formal  declaration  to  fend  you  of  that 
fublime  paffion  j  if  you  confider  the  per- 
rons and  fentiments  of  the  infprer  or  in- 
Jpired,  you  will  be  better  enabled  to 
judge  how  delighted  your  friend  was  on 
the  occafion.  It  is  a  pity  I  cannot  keep 
you  in  fufpenfe  a  little  longer ;  but  the 
fecret  muft  (hew  itfelf.  It  was  not  Al- 
6  fred, 
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fred,  my  dear;  (t  Oh  no,"  as  Scrub  fays, 
"  clear  another  fort  of  man."  What  do 
you  think  of  the  great  Sir  Thoma; 
K — ■> — -  r  «  Aye/'  you  cry,  "fits  the 
"  wind  in  that  quarter  ?"  It  is  an  ill  wind 
indeed  that  blows  good  to  none ;  and  I 
doubt  this  will  prove  fuch  an  one. 

Certainly  no  furprife  could  equal  mine  : 
no,  not  more  if  my.  amiable  friend  had 
quitted  that  character  to  aflume  the  lovef  j 
though  then  my  delight- would  have  been 
fomewhat  greater.  But  for  the  declaration  j 
it  was  fo  much  in  my  own  way.  too,  that 
it  was  particularly  delightful  on  that  ac- 
count. 

He  called  this  morning>  and  my  mo- 
ther difplayed  to  him  her  collection,  which 
he  has  as  much  tafte  for,  as  I  have  for 

I  3  him, 
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him,  or  you  for  a  cricket  match.  How- 
ever the  courtier  was  all  admiration,  and 
approbation  :  and  then  he  begged  to  look 
at  the  confervatory ;  which  I,  "  nothing 
"  loth,"  not  conceivingthe  political  defign 
of  the  Baronet,  very  good-humouredly 
offered  to  fhew  him.  While  we  were  ex- 
amining the  different  plants ;  and  I  was 
very  bufy  in  <c  lhewing  the  lions,"  he 
flopped  me  in  the  midft  of  my  defcription 
of  the  night-blowing  Cereus,  by  (hatch- 
ing the  hand  /acred  to  Alfreiy  and  pref- 
fing  it  with  vehemence  to  his  lips,  uttered 
thofe  words,  which  I  think  no  mufic  could 
make  harmonious  to  my  ears ;  no  hardly, 
if  proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  Alfred 
himfelf  j   ".  you  are  a  fweet  girl,  and  1  love 


<*  you." 


I  drew 
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I  drew  my  hand  away,  and  looked  at  him 
with  all  the  aftonlffiment  that  really  feized 
me, 

"  You  feenv  furprifed,  my  dear  Mifs 
«  B— — — ,"  again  offering  to  take  my 
hand. 

"  I  am  not  a  little  fo  indeed,"  I  anfwered, 
"  at  your  being  poffeffed  of  fuch  penetra- 
"  tion  to  difcover  already  qualities  in  me 
"  to  juftify  your  partiality  in  my  favour, 
"  and  the  fudden  avowal  of  it." 

tc  Oh  !  I  faw  your  amiable  difpofition 
«c  in  a  moment;  and,  as  I  had  eyes,  I  faw 
"  too  your  lovely  perfon.  I  fixed  in  my  own 
tf  mind,  that  I  would  never  have  any  other 
te  woman  for  my  wife,  the  firft  time  I  was 
ct  in  your  company." 

I  4,  "Yotf 
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"  You  do  me  a  great  deal  of  honour, 

*<  Sir  Thomas,    but" "  You  make 

<f  me  the  happieft  of  men  !  1  have  not  a 
««  doubt  of  your  father's  concurrence;  and 
"  my  rent-roll  will  fatisfy  any  views  he 
"  may  have  for  you  in  the  article  of  fettle^ 
"  ment." 

*<  This  is  proceeding  too  faft,  SirTho- 
"  mas  ;  there  is  fomething  ehc  nec^ffary 
«  to  be  fettled  firft.  That  I  was  fiirprifed 
"  at  your  abrupt  declaration,  you  plainly 
"  faw  j  but  I  am  not  dazzled  by  the 
«'  fplendid  eftablifhment  you  offer 
««  me.  I  hope  the  refolution  you  made 
•'  of  having  no  other  wife,  will  laft  no 
"  longer  than  till  I  aflure  you  that 
'«  honour  can  never  be  mine.  Unpre- 
«c  pared  as  you  have  found  me,  I  truft 
«  you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  excufe 

«  the 
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<:  the  freedom  and  fincerity  which  I  have 
"  ufed  in  declining  your  generous  offers 
"There  are  many,  and  very  amiable 
"  women,  who  may  add  fenfibility  to  the 
w  reft  of  their  charms j  without  which  I 
"  am  convinced  you  could  receive  np 
"  pleafure  in  a  connection  for  life.  Your 
"  acquaintance  with  me  (for  this  is  only 
"  the  fourth  time  I  have  had  the  honour 
"  of  feeing  you)  is  too  fhort  to  have  made 
4<  the  impreflion  (though  perhaps  a  live- 
**  ly)  a  very  deep  one  ;  therefore,  the  re.- 
«*  linquifhing  an  idea,  fo  lately  taken  up, 
"  and  upon  no  foundation  neither,  I  hope 
"  will  not  be  a  very  difficult  taflc." 

You  fee,  Maria,    by  the  tenor  of  my 

fpeech,  I  could  not  help   bantering;    but 

he,   with  his  wonderful   penetration,  dif- 

coVered  it  not.     He  began  a  kind  of  ha- 

I   5  rangue 
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rangue  which  all  rejected  lovers  of  his  de- 
fcription  ufc  ;  and  which  I  fhall  neither 
punilh  you  or  myfelf  by  repeating;  It 
concluded  too  as  ufual,  complaining  of 
cruelty  and  hardfhips,  and  trufting  much 
to  time,  afliduity,  perfeverance,  and  a 
doleful  &c.  My  replication  too  was  quite 
in  rule;  and  fuch  as  has  been  ufed,  time 
out  of  mind,  by  all  hard-hearted  damfels, 
whofe  affections  are  pre-engaged.  How- 
ever, that  wa3  a  fecret  which  I  did  not 
think  my  new  flave  intitled  to  be  informed 
of ;  and  indeed  there  was  a  felf-fufficiency 
and  confequence  in  his  manner,  that  by 
no  means  laid  me  under  the  neceflity  of 
foftcning  my  fentence,  by  gently  hinting 
that 


Had  I  earlier  known  Ay  matchlefe  worth* 
Thou  excellent  j'oung  man,  &c. 


Oh, 
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Oh,  to  be  fure  I  would  have  made  fuch  a 
fpeech !  Not  I,  believe  me :  noj  I  only 
wiflied  him  better  fuccefs ;  and  as  a  friend, 
adyifed-  him  never  to  fubje&  himfelf  to  a 
fimilar  difappointment  in-  future  •,  but  to 
truft  more  to  judgment  than  fancy.  At 
leaft  that  was  the  fubftance  of  my  con- 
eluding  argument,  though  I  drafted  it  up 
with  all  the  grace  and  elegance  I  could,  as 
I  led  him  towards  the  houfe ;  where  he 
ftaid  but  a  little  time,  and  then  took  his 
.leave,  with  a  fmall  abatement  of  that 
happy  arrogance  he  generally  aflumes 
on  moft  occafions. 

Now  you  muft  know,  I  dare  not  fay  a 
word  about  this  at  home  :  I  hope  to  hea- 
ven he  will  not-  to  my  brother.  '  I-  ftioufti 
think  he  would  have  no  great  gujto  for  re- 
counting his  difcomfiture. 

16  I  am 
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I  am  convinced  my  dear  Maria  is 
thoroughly  affured  I  fhould  have  ha4 
grace  to  refufe  Sir  Thomas,  if  fuch  a 
man  as  Alfred  had  never  been  called  into 
exiftence.  And  I  am  affured  too,  that  you 
would  have  condemned  me,  had  I  fuffered 
a  difengaged  heart  to  be  dazzled  with  his 
title  and  fortune.  You  know  his  charac- 
ter even  better  than  I  do.  And  with  all 
my  penetration,  I  cannot  difcover  one  efti- 
mable  quality  he  is  poffeffed  of.  But  yet, 
I  fear,  he  would  have  many  attracting 
ones  in  the  eyes  of  my  family  •>  particular- 
ly that  part  of  it  who  are  too  much  in- 
clined to  facrifice  to  pomp  and  fplendour 
all  thofe  dear  little  comforts  fo  neceffary 
to  happinels.-— I  fancy  my  friend  Alfred., 
though  he  wiflies  me  fo  well,  would  not 
be  very  well  pleafed  at  fuch  an  eftablijh- 
ment  for   me.      I  have  a    prefentiment 

the 
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the  truth  of  the  old  fong  would  then  be 
proved  j 

That  friendfliip  with  woman,  is  fitter  to  love. 

If  ic  is  not  the  very  thing  itfelf. 

Confefs  now,  my  dear  Maria,  that  the 
continuation  of  my  letter  has  difappointed 
the  hope  I  raifed  in  the  beginning.  Oh  ! 
if  that  bleft  event  had  happened,  I  ques- 
tion whether  the  tranfport  of  my  heart 
would  have  allowed  me  ftrength  to  have 
made  a  calm  relation  of  the  /aid  he'f 
and  /aid  Vs.  In  the  language  of  ClarhTa 
Harlowe,  and  the  reft  of  the  novel  Miffes, 
I  muft  have  waited  "  for  quieter  fingers  ■" 
as  \  fuppofe  I  ftjould,  according, to  an- 
cient cuftom,  have  trembled  like  one  of 
the  Jhaking  Mandarins  on,  an  old-fafbioned 
chimney-piece. 

Adieu ! ,  naoft  truly  yours. 
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LETTER    XXXVIII. 


Elwina  to  Alfred. 

I  WOULD  not  return  my  amiable 
friend's  books  without  a  letter  j  not 
to  apologize  for  having  kept  them  fo 
long;  the  terms  we  are  upon,  I  hope, 
renders  fuch  formal  bufinefs  unnecefiary; 
but  to  inquire  when  Mrs.  M — —  meaps 
to  take  this  airing  that  you  flattered 
me  with  an  age  ago;  and  which,  if 
not  put  into  execution  foon,  will  be  de- 
layed too  long,  as  we  go  up  to  town 
fooner  than  we  intended.  Pray  ufe  all 
your  rhetoric  onkbis  occaCon,  as  I  look 

back 
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back  over  fo  many  worfe  than  blank 
leaves,  in  my  pocket  book,  that  my  Ipirits 
are  lowered  by  it. 

Our  Maria  is  now  fixed  in  her  habita- 
tion ;  and  I  have  the  happinefs  of  feeing 
her  excellent  father  much  improved  in 
his  looks.  I  laugh  and  tell  him,  that  tra- 
velling has  improved  him  wonderfully,  and 
that  I  believe  I  fhall  become  Maria's 
mamma.  He  has  often  declared  he  would 
never  give  her  another,  if  I  refufed  him. 
But  whether  I  am  at  liberty  or  not  I  cannot 
abfolutely determine  ;  fori  muft  tell  you  a 
very  important  piece  of  news,  which,  as  my 
friend,  I  am  fure  you  will  be  much  inter- 
efted  in :  I  have  received  a  mod  fplen-^ 
dki    offer    from    your    acquaintance    Sir 

Thomas  K .     "  Only  think  of  that, 

"-  Mafter  Brook  I"  fucfa  iettlements  !   Oh! 
3  enough 
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enough  to  turn  the  heads  of  half  the  girls 
in  the  kingdom.  But  for  the  fequel  of 
the  ftory,  I  muft  refer  you  to  my  next  -, 
for  I  have  not  time  now  to  affurc  yon 
how  much  I  am,  &c. 

BLWINA. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXIX. 


Alfred     to    Elwina. 

^H,  Elwina,  what  have  you  done  ? 
and  what  will  become  of  the 
wretched  Alfred,  whofe  misfortunes  are 
falling  quick  upon  him  !  In  one  fatal  day 
his  worldly  and  mental  profpe&s  are 
clouded  over :  they  are  blafted  for  eyer  ! 
Elwina,  I  am  a  beggar !  Ever  unworthy 
of  the  honour  and  happinefs  to  which  I 
afpired,  I  but  the  moment  before  I  re« 
ceived  your  letter,  which  has  fealed  my 
doom — I  had  but  the  moment  before  j  ult 
jftr<ej|gth  of  mind  enough  to  rejoice  that  I 

had, 
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had,  though  fo  painfully,  placed  a  pad- 
lock on  my  lips,  and  never  told  you 
how  dear,  how  inexprefllbly  dear,  you 
were  to  my  fond  heart,  which  might  have 
prevailed  on  you  to  pity  me,  and  perhaps 
generoufly  have  promifed  you  would  one 
day  be  mine.  Now,  Elwuia  !  dear,  much 
loved  Elwina,  you  are  free  from  every  en- 
gagement.- May  jyQu-  be  .  bleft !  t  ;AachI 
add  to  that  prayer,  ^hich  comef  with'fii& 
cerity  from  my  burning 'heart,  {nay  Al- 
fred never,  by  making ;  his  j^ferres  known, 
interrupt  your  happinefs 

Now  does  the  curfe  of  my  grandfire  be* 
gin  to  operate.  I  never  felt  it  till  now* 
it  never  fell  upon  me  till  this  Twretched 
day  ! 

I  ant 
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I  am  dLftracled  !  I  know  not  what  I 
write,  or  for  what  purpofe  1  You  will  not 
be  able  to  underftand  my  meaning.  Dr. 
Taylor  has  refufed  to  refign  the  rec- 
tory to  me ;  I  have  had  counfel  on  the 
matter,  but  find  there  is  no  redrefs,  as  I 
am  not  in  pofleffion  of  any  written  agree- 
ment between  Mr.  Nelfon  and  him.  In- 
deed it  is  his  own  defence,  that  there  never 
was  one ;  and  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Nelfon  dis- 
claim their  knowledge  of  any  fuch  docu- 
ment being  found  among  his  papers.  But 
oh  ■!  Elwina,  what  is  the  lofs  of  worldly 
wealth  to  him  who  has  loft:  every  thing  in 
lofing  her  whom  his  foul  adored  ?  Fond, 
foolifh,  felf-deceived  heart !  why  didft 
thou  give  thyfelf  up  to  the  flattering  hope 
that  thou  hadft  fufficient  intereft  in  the 
bofom  of  the  almoft  divine  Elwina,  to  pre- 
vent her  giving  thee  up  for  another :   and 

that 
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that  one  fo  very  unworthy  of  her !  But, 
alas  \  who  is  worthy  of  her  ?  Am  I,  an 
outcaft— a  beggar !  I  will  fly  from  you  j 
you  (hall  never  more  fee  or  hear  from  the 
wretched,  ruined,  loft 

ALFRED. 


LET, 


FOR    FATHERS.      i$f 

LETTER      XL. 

Elwina  to  Alfred. 

/TpOO  credulous;  too  apprehertfive 
-*•  Alfred  !  Is  Elwina  a  woman  to  be- 
llow her  hand  without  her  heart  ?  And  is 
fhe  yet  fo  little  known  to  you  ?  Oh !  do 
her  more  juftice  :  do  yourfelf  more  juflice. 
Has  then  infenfibility  marked  her  brow, 
that  you  could  not  read  her  fentiments  of 
Alfred  ?  Or  have  my  letters  been  fo  cold 
as  to  create  a  doubt  that  he  did  not  pof- 
fefs,  indeed  all  the  intereft  he  could  wifh 
in  Elwina's  heart  ? 

Could  but  my  Alfred  :  yes,  though  un- 
authorized, 1  wiH  yet  call  you  fo$  could 
but  my  Alfred  have  feen  the  agitation  of 
my  bofom,  on  reading  his  dear  melancholy, 

and 
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and  half-diftra&ed  letter,  he  would  yet  find 
this  comfort  cling  round  his  wretched 
heart,  that  the  world  contains  not  a  be- 
ing half  fo  dear  to  me  as  Alfred.  Why 
muft  the  real  fentiments  of  our  hearts  be 
made  known  to  each  other  at  fuch  a  fed 
mome,ntr  but  to  cheer  us  in  this  reverfe  of 
fortune  ?  Oh !  then  if  it  is  any  confola- 
tion  to  the  moft  amiable,  moft  efteemed 
(away  with  the  inexprefiive  term,  we  have 
ufed  it  too  long),  the  moll  loved  of  men, 
affure  yourfelf  the  hand  of  Elwina  {hall 
never  be.  given  to  any  other  man  than 
Alfred. 

I  hate  my  levity  in  having  written  in  fo 
trifling  a  manner  of  the  offer  from  the  ever- 
detefted  Sir  Thomas  K — *-.  But  you 
know  you  always  talked  of  friendfhip 
alone  j  and  I  could  not  refill  a  little  fe- 
male 
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male  folly,  which  has  torn  the  heartftrings 
of  a  man  who  is  the  only  one  of  his  fex 
that  is  .dear  and-eftimable  to  me  !  I  fent 
for  my  dear  Maria,  and  have  got  the  let- 
ter I  wrote  to  her  on  the  fubjeft  of  thi« 
offer ;  it  will  prove  to  you  how  dear  Al- 
fred is  to  me. 

Be  not  then  caft  down,  my  excellent, 
my  more  than  friend  :  we  are  yet  young, 
and  fortune  may  do  fomething  for  us. 
At  leaft  let  us  have  the  happinefs  of 
cheriihing  the  idea,  that  we  were  -born  to 
form  each  other's  felicity  ;  and  that  many 
years  will  not  elapfe  before  that  period  ar- 
rives when  our  hopes  may  be  accomplifli- 
ed.  What  are  riches  compared  to  happi^ 
nefs ;  the  happinefs  which  I  feel  (to  the 
exclufion  of  every  care)  of  being  beloved 

by  Alfred .! 

ELWINA. 
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LETTER      XLL 

Alfred  to  Elwina; 

MISFORTUNES  falling  fo  thick 
upon  mc,  certainly  bereft  me 
of  my  fenfes,  or  I  fhould  not  have 
dared  to  write  to  the  moft  adored  of;  wo- 
men in  fuch  a  ftyle.  But  reafon  and  re- 
flection have  reftored  me.  Yes,  my  be- 
ioved  Elwina3  thy  Alfred  Jhall  never 
take  a  bafe  advantage  of  your  angelic  goodr 
ijefs ;  nor  fteal  into  your  gentle  affe&ions, 
to  betray  you  to  mifery.  I  can  fupport 
my  own  mare  of  wretchedntfsj  but  who 
fhall  give  me  ftiength  to  bear  that  which 
I  fhould  excite  in  her,  who  is  dearer  to 
me  than  the  vital  air  I  breathe?    How 

fhall 
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fhall  I  ever  repay, '  even  a  part  of  the 
obligation  I  owe  you  ?  Oh  !  am  I  then 
fo  bleft  as  to  be  beloved  by  Elwina !  Will 
not  that  dear  confideration  repay  every 
unfortunate  event  in^my  life,  with  double 
and  treble  fatisfaclrion  ?  Mod  affuredly  it 
ought,  and  will,  when  I  can  fufficiently  re- 
gulate my  defires  by  the  rules  of  prudence. 

Am  I  not  punifhed,  my  Elwina,  for  my 
too  eager  wifhes  after  a  competency,  fuch 
as  might  authorize  me  to  offer  my  hand  to 
the  lovelieft  of  her  fex  ?  I  looked-forward 
to  the  time,  which  would  put  me  in  poiTef- 
fion  of  fuch  a  competency,  as  if  there  was 
no  other  obje£t  in  the  world.  It  is  taken 
from  me,  and  all  my  fond  hopes,  too 
much  indulged  hopes,  are  over-blown 
for  ever  !  My  dear  mother  too :  Oh  !  El- 
wina, how  would  you  pity  her  !  AThe  dif- 

Vol,  II.  K  appoint- 
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appointment  of  her  darling  fon  fits  more 
heavily  on  her  heart  than  anything  flie 
has    yet.  experienced.      Affettions   grow 
proportionally  ftronger  (as  weighty  bo- 
dies increafe-in  ponderosity),  as-  they  de- 
fcend.     Her  love  for  me  is  of  the  moft 
exquifite  kind;  as  every  relative  duty  and 
affe&ion  centres  in  me  alone.     All  I. can 
fay  on  the  occaiion  (for  I  have  not  words 
to  defcribe  what  we  felt),  is  that  my  diftrefs 
could  only  be  equalled  by  hers.     She  has 
been  ftriving  ever  fince  to  obtain  my  con- 
fent   in  order  for  the  difpofal  of  her  fe- 
cond  annuity.     But  I  have  folemnly  fworn 
if  (he  does,  lb  far  from  availing  myfelf  of 
her  miftaken  generality,    I  will  feek  out 
fome  means  of  living,    where  fhe  fhall 
never  hear  from  me. 

Oh! 
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Oh  !  my  Elwina,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  talk*  in  this^  cruel  and  imfilial  manner 
to-the  beft  of  mothers,  to  prevent  her  re- 
ducing herfelf  to  beggary,  that  fhe  might 
afdd  a  few  more  comforts  to  my  life, 
which  would  be  for  ever  embittered  with 
the  reflection  of  fuffering  a  parent,  like 
the  pelican,  to  tear  away  her  vitals  to  fup- 
port  me ! 

I  cannot  yet  form  any  plan  for  my  fu- 
ture eftablilhment,  or  how  I  fhall  improve 
the:  ficgle.  talent  placed  in  my  hands  : 
only  this  I  am  determined  upon,  not  to; 
enter  the  pale  of  the  church. 

I  may  now  venture  to  tell  you,  what  I 
before  would  fcarce  whifper  to  myfelf, 
that  had   I   been    allowed  a  choice,    the 

K  2  sown- 
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gown  would  never  have  been  the  election 
of  my  heart.  Yet,  I  truft,  I  fhould  have 
done  my  duty,  though  pre  {Ted  into  the 
fervice,  as  well  as  if  I  had  been  a  volun- 
teer. Happily,  both  from  education  and 
natural  principles,  beiides  having  good 
examples  and  excellent  precepts,  I  fhould 
not  have  fqunJ  the  talk  a  difficult  one  which 
had  been  allotted  for  me,  by  thofe  who 
had  a  right  to  fettle  me  as  they  pleafed .  I 
could  eafily  have  conformed  to  all  the 
ordinances  of  the  church,  and  was  re- 
iblved  to  do  credit  to  the  character  of  a 
parifh  prieft.  But  the  cafe  is  entirely 
changed.  My  whole  profpett  now  is 
bounded  by  the  pofTefiion  of  a  country 
curacy  of  perhaps  forty  pounds  a  year,  in 
a  diftant  village ;  where  no  fociety,  con- 
genial to  the  fphere  of  life  I  have  been 
accuftomed   to,    can    be   procured,    but 

at 
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at  the  expence  of  my  probity  and  princi- 
ples :  I  now  and  then  might  be  admitted 
to  a  great  'fquire's  table,  to  liften,  if  I  did 
not  join  in  licentious  difcourfe  and  illibe- 
ral reflections.  No,  Elwina,  the  man  who 
once  afpired  to  the  dear  delight  of  calling 
you  by  the  fondeft  and  tendered  of  all 
titles,  (hall  never  thus  debafe  himfeit! 
I  am  but  juft  in  the  prime  of  youth  •>  the 
world  is  all  before  me  ;  the  field  of  glory 
is  open  ;  my  country  calls  for  the  exertion 
of  her  fons !  In  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord, 
there  are  too  many  ufelefs  labourers  already* 
Alfred  (hall  not  add  to  the  number. 

But  whither  has  the  exuberance  of  my 
fancy  carried  me  ?  How  much  beyond 
the  fober  limitations  of  reafon  !  Can  I, 
in  purfuit  of  the  vifionary  fcheme  my 
imagination  was  this  moment  filled  with, 

K  3  can 
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can  I  trample  over  the  dying  bofom  of 
my  honoured,  my  only  parent  ?  And  can 
I  be  infenfible  to  the  horror  which  ieized 
her  when  I  even  hinted  my  predilection 
for  arms  ?  Unhappy  Alfred,  every  way ! 
What  fhall  I  then  turn  my  thoughts  to  ? 
Perhaps  time  may/foften  the  terrors  which 
at  prefent  feem  fo  dreadful  to  my  mo- 
ther's feelings :  I  muft  not,  however,  de- 
cide at  prefent.  Let  me  then  quit  all 
eoaftderation  of  to-morrow,  and  look  up 
to  any  angelic  Elwiria ;  and  in  contempla- 
tion of  her  excellence  and  fweetnefs,  lofe 
all  reflection,  but  tliai  one,  that  I  am  dear 
to  her.  How  e:;quifitely  kind  to  fend  me 
thole  two  letters  you  had  fo  lately  written 
to  our  Maria  !  What  confolation  to  my 
almoft  broken  heart !  Oh,  Marin,  kind  and 
tender.  Mania,  fuothe  all  the  forrows  that 
invade  the  heart  of  my  gentle  love  !    So 

may 
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may  thy  bofom  never  know  a  grief  or  feel 
a    misfortune,    in  the    thoufandth    degree 
equal  to  thofe,  which  in  fpite  of  reafon,  re- 
ligion   and  philofophy,  -at    this    moment 
tear  the  heartftrings  of 

ALFRED. 


K  4  LET- 
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LETTER       XLII. 


Elwina  to  Alfred. 


TT  HARDLY  know  in  what  words  to 
■*■  addrefsmy  Alfred,  that  may  have  the/ 
happy  means  of  foothing  to  peace  his  care- 
fhaken  bofom.  But  I  will  not  have  you 
ocrfpair,  my  mod  excellent  friend.  Surely 
fome  path  may  be  {truck  into,  from  whence 
you  will  yet  find  a  profpefl  which  leads  to 
happinels. 

"What  is  grandeur,  what  are  riches  r   Do 
we  fee  the  pofTeflbrs  happy  ?  No,  my  Al- 
fred, 
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fred,  their  cares  and  anxieties  are  draw- 
backs on  their  felicity,  and  which  thofe, 
who  live  in  a  middle  flate  are  not  liable  to, 
Thefe  obfervations  are  fo  common,  that 
you  muft  have  made  them  often.  .  Yet, 
perhaps,  now  you  fee  your felf  deprived  pf 
a  more  than  comfortable  fubfiftence,-  like 
fummer  friends,  they  fly  from  you— -Oh, 
that-  thy  Elwina  had  a  fortune  to  prove, 
to  her  heart's  chofen  how  dear  he  js;  to.her|J. 
Alas,  ihe  has  no  other  way;, than  by 
words,  which  even  the  infincere  may  ufe, 
to  convince  her  Alfred  how  much  'ihe  is* 
devoted  to  him.  But  he  knows  he..rn>yv 
rely  upon  her.  Yes,  tha$  cqnvi^tiftjfc 
fupports  me.  My  faith,,  my ,  truf hf^aie, 
yours,  and  whatever. is  your  ftarionjin  1$g.j- 
I'fwear  to  ihare  it ! 

How  much  do"  I  lament  (and  Heaven 
K  5  grant 
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gr'ant'  we:  have  not  caufe  to  regret  it  for 
ever3!  )-tna£  my  Alfred's  timidity  prevented 
hifif  from  making  a  declaration  of  the 
love  he  bore  Elwina  fome  time  fince  to  my 
fa-fher.  Your  prorpecVof  future  eftablilh- 
merit,  and  the  growing  partiality- 1  was 
delighted  to  behold  in  almoft  each  part  of 
my  family  towards  you,  would  have  fuffi- 
eiently  operated  in  our  favour,  to  have 
obtained  his  confent  for  an  union.  Then, 
from  a  fenfe  of  honour,  my  father  would  have 
ratified  an  agreement,  which  now  I  almoft 
fear*  -from  prudential  motives,  he  would  re- 
firfe  to  your  requeft.  But  he  will  be  con- 
sent *rhh, a  negative  voice  ;  and  I  fhall 
never  be  tired  ©f  repeating,  that  I  will 
never  be  the  wife  of  any  other  than 
Alfred. 

The  perfuafion  that  we  were  born  for 

rnrh 
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each  other  is  all  *hafc  keeps  hope  alive: 
And  if  our  union  (hould  not  be  per- 
fected in  this  world,  the  Being,  that  form- 
ed our  congenial  fouls,  will  proportion  out 
joys  in  heaven  to  thofe  "toe  ftiall  rfiifs  oil 
earth.  Will  not  'this  ttefle&ioft  convey  fome 
confolation  to  the  boibm  of -Alfred  ?  I  be- 
feech  you  to  let  it  have  weight  with  you, 
to  enable  you  to  bear  up  againft.this.  trial 
of  your  conftancy.  Confider  it  in  no  other 
light  than  that  it  will  ferve  to  prove  the 
ftrength  of  our  affection,  and  that  we  fhall 

be  rewarded  at  laft.     I  am  determined  to 

...      > 

purfue  the  doctrine  I  teach,  and  will  re- 
fume  my  former  vivacity  that  I. may  im 
creafe  yours. 

Shall  I  not  foon  have  the  happinefs.of 
feeing  you  in  Bedford  Square  ?  We  go  thi- 
ther the,  end  of  the  week ;  or  fhould  you 
K  6  like 
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like  better  to  come  here?  Why  fliould 
the  reverfe  of  fortune  caufe  any  alteration 
in  your  conduct  ?  1  truft  you  will  find  no 
difference  in  the  behaviour  of  your  ac- 
quaintance, or  thofe  you  have  honoured 
with  the  appellation  of  your  friends. 

Our  kind  Maria  has  been  every  thing 
your  affectionate  heart  could  wifti  her. 
She  has  been  a  fecond  Alfred  for  tender- 
hefs.  Oh,  that  we  were  all  together !  In 
fo  fweet  a  fociety  I  fhould  forget  there  was 
any  thing  wanting  i  or  rather  what  could  be 
wanting  to  conftitute  the  happinefs  of  your 
ever  faithful,   ever  affectionate 

E  L  W  I  N  A, 


LET- 
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Elwina  to  Maria. 

Bedford  Square. 

MY  deareft  Maria,  I  have  once  more 
feen  the  moft  beloved  of  the  fonsof 
men.  He  came  this  morning-^-my  mo- 
ther  was  from  home  -,  and  as  he  only  afked 
for  her  and  me,  he  was  (hewn  into  the 
little  drawing  room.  Oh,  how  my  heart 
fluttered  when  James  told  me  who  was  be- 
low. However,  by  waiting  I  could  not 
have  gained  more  compofure,  and  I  flew 
down  as  faft  as  I  could,  not  ftaying  for  the 
form  of  being  announced,  left  the  fervant 
fhould  obferve  more  than  I  wifhed.  Oh  ! 
good  God,  how  did  I  find  him  altered  ! 

Maria, 
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Maria,    your  gentle    heart    would   have 
melted,  had  you  feen  the  havock  grief  had 
made  in  his  iweet  face.     I  held  out  my 
hand;  for  the  world  I  could  not  fpeak. 
He  preffed  it  to  his  lips,  and  I  felt  his  tears 
drop   upon  it.     I  endeavoured  to  extract 
courage  from  his   weaknefs,  and  as  I  led 
him  to  a  feat,  tenderly  chid  him  for  giv- 
ing way  to  grief,  w"hen  he  mould,  like  me* 
look  forward  to  fairer  profpe&s,  and  enjoy 
the  .prefent  moment,  which  had  given  us 
the  felicity  of  feeing  each   other  uninter- 
rupted*    "  How  will  your  dear  mother, 
"  how  can  your  Elwina,  be  able  to  fup* 
"  port  this-  excefs  of  melancholy  in  their 
*f  equally    beloved  Alfred  ?"    Alas  !    the 
more  I  -throve    to    cheer    him,  the   lefs 
effeft  it  feemed  to  have ;  and  if  I  had  not 
«*fcrted  all  the  ftraigth  I  had,  I   Ihould 
have <follawed  hi*  example.     But  I  knew  k 


was 
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v?$s  not  a  trme  to  wafte  in  unavailing  tears. 
With  as  much  firmnefs  as  I  could  mufter, 
I  faid  to  him,  after  fome  paufe,  <c  Alfred, 
"  what  would  you  have  me  do  ?  I  hope 
"  and  believe  I  may  truft  your  honour  and 
tl  affe&ion  as  guardians  of  mine.  I  have 
"  by  my  pen,  and  1  now  with  my  lips  at- 
"  teft  Heaven  to  liften  to  my  facred  vow  of 
"  being  yours  alone.  I  have  faid  I  will 
(C  fhare  your  fortunes  let  them  be  what 
<r  they  may.  Every  thing  but  difhortour 
'<  and  difgrace,  which  your  conduct  will 
fC  never  expofe  xne  to,  I  will  brave  with 
fc  courage  for  your  fake.  What  is  there 
"  confident  with  innocence,  which  Elwina 
«  would  not  do  to  reftore  peace  to  the 
"  wounded  bofomof  her  amiable  Alfred  ?' 

«  Oh !  cried  he,  I  ought  rather  to  wifk 
"  you  had  never  feen  me-,  had  knot  been 

"for 
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"  for  me,  my  Elwina  would  not  have  had 
*'  caufe  for  fhedding  fuch  precious  tears, 
ct  which  contradict  the  femblance  of  forti- 
<f  tude  fhe  kindly  afiumes  to  fupport  me. 
"  Believe  me,  raoft  adored  Elwina,  the 
"  bitter    reflection   that    my    misfortunes 

"  are  Ihared  with  you  and  my  beloved 
"  mother,  fo  far  from  leffening,  only 
"  iharpens  the  arrow  of  adverfity,  and 
"  makes  grief  rankle  deeper  in  my  bofom. 
"  Why  am  I  doomed  to  give  anguifh  to 
"  thofe  fo  dear  to  me  ?  It  is  there  I  feel 
f<  myfelf  weak — weaker  than  the  weakeft 
"  woman." 

I  affured  him  no  circumftance  fhould 
ever  have  power  to  make  me  ceafe  blef- 
fing  the  hour  that  firft  brought  me  ac- 
quainte4  with  his  worth.  And  that  he 
might  reft  Satisfied,  that  the  firft  moment 

which 
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which  made  me  miftrefs  of  myfelf,  mould 
unite  me  to  him  if  he  mould  then  re- 
queft  it. 

"  Good  God!  he  exclaimed,  how  mould 
"  I  dare  to  accept  your  lovely  hand,  and 
"draw  down  ruin  and  poverty  upon  yotf ! 
"  No,  Elwina,  I  am  not  yet  fo  loft  to  a 
te  fenfe  of  honour.  My  purpofe  is— how 
"  (hall  I  fpeak  it  ?— to  abfolve  you  from 
"your  fatal  too  ram  vow."-  Herofearid 
went  to  the  window  j  his  voice  was  almoft 
choked  with  fobs  ;  I  was  too  much  over- 
come to  articulate  a  word.  After  a  minute 
or  two  he  a  little  recovered  himfelf,  and 
ftrove  to  attain  a  degree  of  compofure; 
then  coming  up  to  me,  and  taking  my 
hand,  "  My  amiable  Elwina,"  faid  he,  "a 
"  comcioufnefa  of  a&ing  right  will  fup- 
"  portus  through  every  exigence.  I,  alas  ! 

"  have 
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"have  no  other  way  to  enable  me  to  tiom- 
cc  bat  evils,    *hicti  1  have    in    no  feape 
"  brought  on  myfelf. 

"  I  am  the  vi<5tim  of  a  curie  !   Can  I 

"  then  make  you  the  partner  of  my  for- 

?"  tune  ?    Shall  I,    too  igenerous    Elwina, 

"  avail   myfelf  of    your   affection  to  eK- 

«'^>oie  yo«  to 'poverty  ^ind-diftrefe?  Oh! 

«  nb-*«-Thotfgh  giving  up  thecal-  hQj5e  of 

"  havingluch' a  companion  through  life,  is 

**  wotfe  iftan  the  keeneft   dagger  to  my 

"  heart,  1  fiiuft— I    muft  do  it ! — Ifes, 

<'Elwiha!  <kar   lovely  Elwina — Alfred, 

**<  the  rnoffc  forlorn  of  men,  pronounces  it, 

.■«  while  it  leafs  his  vkak — You  are  forever 

«<  free." 

"  Am  I  then  renounced  for   ever,  Al- 
"  fredr"  Iafked  in  an  agony  I  could  no 

longer 
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longer  rcftrairr  or  conceal.  "  Is  it  your  ad- 
u  vice  that  I  fhould  forget  you  ?" 

"  Yes,"  he  replied,  "if  by  forgetting  me 
*c  you  can '  'forget  the  urihappiners  I  have 
<f  occafioned." 

"  It  is  impoifible j  but  you  fay  I  am 
<c  free.  I,  afked  not  your  concurrence  v^hen 
"  I  made  the  vow,  which  is  long  fince  re- 
".giftered  in  heaven,  and  there  it  ftiall  ever, 
"  remain ,tp  manifeft ..againft  any  breach  of 
"  my  faith.  But  tell  me,  Alfred,  hav,e , 
"you  made  a  vow,  that  if  any  reverfe  of 
"  fortune  was  to  take  place,  you  will  never 
"  unite  your  fate  with  Elwina's  ?" 

"  Can  my  Eiwina  think  me  fuch  a 
tc  wretch  ?  The  honour  which  impels  me 
et  fo  leave  you  free,  binds  me  ten  thou fand 
"  times  clofer.  Never  mall  the  vows  of  your 

"  Alfred 
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"  Alfred  be  paid  at  any  other  fhrine  than 
"  where  he  firft  offered  them — You  are 
"  my  firft,  my  laft,  my  only  love.  No- 
"  thing  (hall  ever  fever  you  from  my  heart: 
*'  it  is  devoted  to  you  for  ever.  But  I 
"  have  no  other  method  of  proving  my- 
"  felf  worthy  of  the  high  honour  1  once 
"  afpired  to,  than  thus  convincing  you 
"  your  happinefs  and  welfare  is  dearer  to 
*'  me  than  my  own." 

"There  can  be  no  happinefs---I  can 
"  wifli  for  none,  which  you  do  not  fhare. 
,f  Let  me  have  ftill  the  comfort  of  cherifh- 
<c  ing  my  tendernefs  for  you.  Do  not  ren- 
<c  der  me  miferable  by  urging  me  to  give 
*<  you  up.  I  will  not  take  any  ftep  that 
"  even  the  hard -judging  world  would  call 
<l  imprudent.  I  will  not  att  againft  my 
"  duty  to  my  parents.     Be  you  not  then 

"  more 
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u  more  fevere  than  they  would  be.     They 
"  would    not    reftrain    my   thoughts  and' 
"  wtfb.es  ;  nor  will  my  amiable  Alfred  do" 
"  fo  when  he  is  convinced,  which,'  furely," 
"  he  muft  be,  that  all  my  happinefs  de- * 
"  pends  on  the  hope  of  being  one  day  his, 
"  or  at  lead  of  preferving  his  image  facred 
"  in  my   bofom  till   I   defcend   into  my 


"  grave.' 


I  gained  my  caufe  at  laft,  my  dear  Ma- 
ria, and  I  am  certain  fent  my  Alfred  away 
much  more  at  eafe  (notwithftanding  the 
philofophical  and  unnatural  plan  he  fet 
out  upon  was  intirely  overthrown)  than  he 
has  been  for  fome  time  part. 

I  would  not  part  with  him,  till  he  had 
prornifed   to  dine  with  us   one  day  next 
week  j  I  v/iih.  to  fee  how  he  is  received.  I  re- 
peat 


214  THE     S  C  H  O  O  L 

peat  to  you  as  I .  wrote  to  him;  I  fhall 
never  ocafc  regretting  his  backwardnefs. 
I^ad  he  bee;,  received  as  a  lover  fo«ie 
months  fince,  I  know  my  father  has  fush 
a  fenfe  of  honour,  he  would  not  have 
thought  the  alteration  in  Alfred's  circum- 
ftances  a  fufficient  plea  for  a  breach  of 
promijfe,  and  then  fome  intereft  might-have 
been  employed,  which  perhaps  would  have 
brought  this  unjuft  Dr.  Taylor  to  terms 
of  compromife  at  leaft. 

I  have  intreated  Alfred  to  talk  the  mat- 
ter over  to  my  father.  Not  of  our  affec- 
tion, Maria,  but  of  this  treacherous  bufi- 
nefs.  No,  that  other  mud  reft,  at  leaft 
for  a  good  while.  Well — we  are  young — 
and  ten  years  hence  we  fuall  not  be  old. 
Qh,  how  fwiftly  would  ten  years  glide 
away,  if  I  was  certain  I  ftiould  fpend  the 
remainder  of  my  life  with  Alfred  ! 

4  After 
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•  After  dinner  I  told  my  mother  who'  had 
called  and  left  a  compliment  for  her.  She 
inquired  very  kindly  after  his  health.  My 
father  too  fpoke  very  good-naturedly  of 
his  difappointment,  and  afked  me  what 
plan  he  had  fixed  on:  I  replied,  . I  had 
taken  the  liberty  of  alluring  him  our  fa- 
mily would  be  happy  in  his  company  one 
day  at  dinner,  which  he  accepted,  and  faid 
he  Ihould  be  happy  in  having  ra#  opportu- 
nity of  cpnfulting  with  Mr.  -.->■> »....  on  that 
fubject, 

"  What  does  he  fuppofe  my  father  can 
"  do  ?"  afked  my  brother. 

"  The  advice  of  a  perfon  who  has  feen 
"  the  world,"  I  anfwered,  "  can  never  be 
"  unacceptable  to  a  young  man  who  would 
t(  be  happy  in  following  it." 

«  Aye, 
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"  Aye,  aye,  faid  my  father,  he  is  right ; 
' '  I  fhajl  be  glad  to  fee  him  at  ail  times." 

I  could  have  kiffed  him  out  of  mere 
gratitude,  and  my  poor  heart  felt  lighter 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  which  has  en- 
abled me  to  fit  up  to  a  late  hour,  in  order 
to  give  you  an  account  of  our  melancholy 
conference. 

Adieu,  my  beloved  Maria,  If  your 
wifhes  could  fucceed  for  us,  I  am  well  af- 
fured  we  mould  be  the  happieft,  as  we  will 
(I  am  determined  on  my  fide  at  lead)  be 
the  moft  faithful  pair  in  the  world. 

Yours  moft  fincerely, 

ELWINA. 


LET 
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LETTER      XLIV. 

Alfred  to  Elwina. 

TT  T II  A  T  became  of  all  my  ftoicifm 
*  ^  and  resolution,  which  I  bare  with 
fo  much  anguifli  to  Bedford  Square  ?  Be- 
fore the  lovely  Elwina,  they  were  quickly 
loft.  No,  my  adorable  girl,  I  was  no 
longer  able  to  oppofe  your  generofny  -,  and 
I  feel  fo  much  happier  than  I  did  yefter- 
day,  that  I  am  almoPc  inclined  to  think 
you  have  taken  the  wifer  part. 

My  dear  mother  obferved  with  pleafure 
how  much  better  I  looked  when  I  returned, 
than  1  did  when  I  quitted  her  this  morning. 
Elwina,  you  are  hardly  dearer  to  me  than 
you  are  to  her:  ihe  fays  (and,  oh  !  may 
fhe   be  prophetic)   "  that  fuch  love   and 

Vol.  II.  L  "  con- 
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"  conftancy  as  yours  mud  be  rewarded  ;" 

and  her  partial  affection  thinks  no  one  fo 

qualified  toVeward  it  as  the  highly-honou  ed 

Alfred. 

I  will  certainly  dine  with  you  next  Mon- 
day, if  you  on  mature  deliberation  forbid 
it  not.  Mrs.  M— —  is  fo  good  as  to  fay 
(he  will  take  me  in  her  hand  •,  and,  I  think, 
it  will  be  a  relief  to  have  her  countenance 
the  firft  time  the  humbled  Alfred  ap- 
proaches your  father  and  mother. 

Oh,  my  beloved,  when  I  faw  the  ele- 
gance and  fplendour  of  your  houfe,  how 
my  poor  heart  funk  at  the  idea  of  draw- 
ing you  from  thence,  to  unite  you  to  po- 
verty !  But,  indeed,  I  had  taken  up  the 
refolution  before  I  fet  off  from  home,  of 
ftrengthening  your  heart  to  enable  it  to  re- 
nounce me.  What  a  falfe  heroifm  !   You, 

4  my 
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my  angelic  Elwina,  have  convinced  me. 
Yet  no  power  fhall  ever  prevail  on  me  to 
accept  your  noble  generous  offer,  till  I  can 
lift  you  to  an  eminence  fomething  higher 
than  I  have  yet  to  fhare  with  you.  My 
mother  conceives  hopes  from  Mr.  Harley, 
the  younger  brother  of  my  unhappy  fa- 
ther} fhe  is  refolved  to  apply  to  him.  My 
heart,  was  it  not  filled  with  your  dear 
imagey  would  reje<5t  the  mjeafure  with 
fcorn, — with  an  hotted  fcoro.  But  T  wave 
all  considerations  of  pride  :  though  I 
will  not  be  meanly  condefcending,  even  to 
obtain  Elwina.  No,  fhe  (hall  not  have  the 
mortification  of  thinking  fhe  has  honoured 
an  unprincipled  wretch  with  her  affection 
and  pity. 

My  uncle  may  have  fome  interefl  (if  he 

will  not  confider  me  in  the  light  of  his 

L  2  elded 
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eldeft  brother's  only  child)  that  maybe 
ferviceable  to  me  in  procuring  me  a 
place  under  government,  which  is  the  hope 
of  my  mother  j  but  I  will  not  give  way  to 
ianguine  expectation  -,  and  yet  how  prone  is 
youth  to  drefs  up  a  fond  idea  till  we  al- 
moft  think  the  fhadow  is  become  fubftan- 
tial ;  and  then  when  we  extend  our  arms  to 
embrace  the  phantom,  it  diftblves  in  air, 
leaving  "  not  a  wreck  behind."  Yet  why 
fhould  I  complain  ?  For,  where  my  trea- 
fure  is,  I  am  fecure.  On  the  faith  of  my 
Elwina  I  rely  with  confidence.  How 
could  I  ever  form  the  cruel  idea  that  I 
fhould  be  happier  if  you  had  forgot  me  ? 
Oh,  no  !  all  my  blifs  depends  on  your  af- 
feclion,  and  rich  in  that  I  cannot  be  poor. 
That  cordial  drop  of  happinefs  will  fweeten 
the  cup  of  life  to  the  very  dregs.  Hea- 
ven would  not  have  infpired  fuch  tender- 

nefs 
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nefs   but  to  reward  it,  and  1  (hall  yet  be 
happy  with  my  adored  Elwina. 

Forever,  for  ever  yours  wholly, 

ALFRED. 


LETTER      XLV. 

Elwina    to     Maria. 

XT  O  U  would  not  have  expe&ed,  my 
-^     dear  Maria,   to  be  addreffed  by  me 

from  L ,  but  fo  it  is.     On  Saturday 

I  received  a  very  friendly  letter  from  Mrs. 

M —  to  fay  fhe  would  dine  with  us  on 

Monday,  and  fhould  requeft  the  favour  of 
my  company  to  pafs  a  week  with  her,  for 
fhe  fhould  be  quite  forlorn,  as  her  youngeft 
boy  was  then  to  go  to  fchool  ;  "and  you 
"■  know,"  fhe  adds,  "what  a  foolifh  creature 

L  3  "I  am 
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"  I  am — I  fhall  cry  my  eyes  out  if  you  do 
f<  not  comfort  me,  and  fcold  me  too,  both 
*'  which  you  are  well  qualified  to  do.  I 
«*  fhall  take  no  denial.  So  you  muft  have 
,c  your  matters  ready  packed  up,  and  which 
"  we  take  in  the  coach.  To  obviate 
«  every  fear  of  danger  of  our  purfes,  I 
"  lhall  bring  Alfred  to  guard  us." 

This  plea  my  father  could  not  refift  ; 
you  know  h«  has  a  high  regard  for  Captain 
M"  "";  and  wifhes  to  fhew  every  civility 
to  hi*  wife.  Alfred  wrote  me  word  he 
fhould  dine  with  us,  and  Mr*.  M  ■  ■• 
would  convey  him  thither  ;  but  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  improved  part  of  the 
plan  till  evening.  It  was  a  fweet  moon- 
light night,  and  1  had  the  happinefs  of 
contemplating  that  beauteous  planet  at  the 
fame  moment  he  did.    I  had  the  further 

pleafure 
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pleafure  too  of  half  an    hour's    converfa- 

tion  with   him  when  we  arrived  at  L , 

for  Mrs.  M —  ran  direclly  to  the  nurfery  ; 
where,  indeed,  (he  fhines  with  the  utmojj 
credit,  if  lhe  did  not  fpoil  the  little  crea- 
tures. 

This  morning  Alfred  fetched  me  to  vifit 
his  dear  mother.  How  much  did  her  af- 
fectionate manner  foften  me !  how  inex- 
preflibly  fweet  were  the  tears  we  mingled 
together  !  "  Oh,  my  beloved  children/'  faid 
flie,  taking  each  of  our  hands,  "  may  ye. 
*f  be  bleft  in  each  other,  and  may  the 
te  Being  that  formed  you  fried  his  benign 
"  influence  over  your  heads,  and  ftrew 
<c  your  path  with  flowers  that  never  grew  in 
"  mine,  or  at  beft  juft  fhewed  themfelves. 
"  to  bloom  and  fade." 

L  4  My 
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My  dear  Maria,  had  but  the  united 
bleffings  of  my  own  dear  father  and  mother 
been  added,  how  freely  would  your  Elwina 
have  given  up  all  the  pomp  and  buftle  of 
the  world.  A  humble  cottage,  with  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  land  to  fupply  my 
family,  and  my  Alfred  to  fhare  my  little 
comforts-,  would  be  the  boundary  of  my 
wiflies.  The  only  alloy  would  be  the  fear 
left  he  mould  not  be  fo  unafpiring  as  myfelf. 
I  mould  fear  for  him,  orelfe,  could  we  not 
on  the  intereft  of  our  fortunes  (for  I  fup- 
pofe  my  father  would  give  me  the  fame  por- 
tion he  did  Matilda) — could  we  not  then 
on  the  intereft  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  find 
refources  even  for  little  elegancies  ?  How 
often,  through  a  fleeplefs  night,  have  I 
formed  eftimates  of  the  expences  that  would 
come  within  three  hundred  a  year !  I  could 
be  content.     Oh,  how  poor  a  word  is  that, 

how 
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how  inadequate  to  the  happinefs  an  union 
■with  Alfred  upon  thefe  terms  would  give 
me  !  Yet  for  a  man  of  his  elegant  educa- 
tion to  be  funk  into  a  little  farmer,  and, 
perhaps,  be  defpifed  by  beings  every  Way 
but  one  his  inferiors — Oh,  if  that  fhould 
happen  to  wound  his  fpirit,  then  I  fhould 
be  a  wretch  indeed.  No,  then,  let' us  re- 
main as  we  are  ;  while  I  am  afiured  of  his 
tender  affection  I  am  bleft,  and  I  will  not 
incur  the  cenfure  of  my  own  heart,  by 
rifking  the  lofs  of  the  world's  efteem.  My 
affection  is  laudable  while  it  is  under  the 
direction  of  prudence  ;  nor  will  I  fwerve 
from  its  dictates,  while  it  enjoins  not  the  re- 
nunciation of  Alfred.  He  is,  he  ever  fhall 
.be  dear,  to  my  heart — I  will  never  give  him 
up — -Noj.  no,  Maria,-  no  force  or  power 
fhall  ever  make  me  refign  Alfred,  who 
(with  yourfelf)is  fo  inexpreffiblydearto  the 

Ever  faithful 

EL  W  IN  A. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     XLVI. 

Alfred  to  Elwina,- 

TT7HAT  a  week  of  exquifite  felicity 
*  *     have  I  pafled  !    And  is  it  pofiiblc 

Mrs.  M fhould  not  fufpeft  my  ardent 

paflion,  and  that  the  adored  Elwina  has 
allowed  me  fometimes  to  fpeak  of  it  ?  I 
could  hardly  think  it  any  other  than  illu- 
fk)ri.  How  will  the  remembrance  of  this 
happy  week  enrich  all  my  future  hours ! 
it  will  fofcen  the  afperity  of  my  difappoint- 
ment,  even  if  my  mother's  application, 
the  anfwer  to  which  we  are  hourly  expect- 
ing, Ihould  prove  fruitlefs.  And  yet  how 
can  I  rave  thus  ?  If  that  application  fuc- 
ceeds,  it  may  lead  to  my  enjoying,  not 
only  weeks,  but  years,  long  years  of  the 

greateft 
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greateft  happinefs  that  can  fall  to  the  lot 
of  man.  Oh!  my  Elwina,  it  may  lead 
me  to  your  dear  arms  -,  and  repay,  in  one 
foft  moment,  all  my  fufferings!  But  I 
dare  not  give  way  to  that  hope,  the  ac- 
complilhment  of  which,  I  think,  would 
nearly  deprive  me  of  my  fenfes  from  ex- 
quifite  tranfport.  I  will  check  my  pen,  if 
I  cannot  my  ardour;  which  I  doubt  rnV 
ever  delicate  and  fweet  Elwina  would  cpn- 
dcmn.  And  yet  your  own  heart  is  not 
more  pure  than  the  paflion  you  have  in-., 
fpired  in  the  boforn  of  your  ever  faithful 

ALFRED, 


L6  LET- 
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LETTER      XLVII. 
Elwina    to    Maria. 

TT  A  M  now  returned  to  town,  my  deareft 
-*-  Maria,  after  pafling  a  week,  which 
wanted  only  the  fan&ion  of  my  dear  father 
and  mother,  and  a  profpect,  though  even 
a  diftant  one,  of  being  united  to  my  Al- 
fred, to  have  been  the  happieft  I  ever  en- 
joyed. Oh  !  my  friend,  how  much  has 
he  rifen  in  my  efteem  and  affection,  for 
his  conduct  fince  I  have  fo  openly  declar- 
ed how  dear  he  is  to  me  !  Such  delicacy, 
fuch  tendernefs,  and  fo  much  goodnefs  of 
heart,  as  have  rivetted  me  ftill  clofer  to 
him ! 

You 
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You  perhaps  will  be  furprifed  (yet  I 
do  not  think  you  will  condemn  me) 
when  I  tell  you  I  have  not  made  Mrs. 

M my  confidant.     I  mould   think  I 

paid  an  ill  compliment  to  my  family,  if 
I  fuffered  other  people  to  know  my  en- 
gagements before  they  even  fufpe&ed  an 
attachment.  You,  my  love,  are  my  fecond 
felf,  and  as  well  I  might  endeavour  to 
conceal  my  intentions  from  myfelf,  as  from' 
your  penetration :  nay,  it  would  be  art 
injury  to  your  merit,  £nd  my  fenfe  of  it. 

But  Mrs.  M is  quite  another  thing. 

She  mall  not  incur  blame  by  and  by,  for 
encouraging  a  clandeftine  correfpondence, 
as  this  may  be  ftyled,  mould  it  meet  the 
difapprobation  of  my  parents ;  and  as  yet 
fhe  is  free  from  blame,  for  I  verily  -be- 
lieve fhe  does  not  fee  his  attachment  j 
though  how  he  avoids  betraying  it  to  her, 

I  can- 
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I  cannot  ttll  j  for  without  oppreffi  ng  one 
with  his  ardent  gazing,  I  know  not  how 
it  is,  but  his  eyes  are  never  off  me.  One 
thing  is  in  our  favour,  fhe  hardly  ever 
looks  at  any  perfon  unlefs  they  fpeak  to 
her,  her  children  engrofling  moft  of  her 
attention. 

I  was  exceflively  abafhed  one  day,    by 
a  very  trifling  incident,  but  it  paffed  off 
tolerably.      Alfred  had  the  morning  be- 
fore been  playing  with  little   Henrietta, 
who  U  a  fweet  child,  not  four  years  old. 
1  fat  at  tfae  other  end  of  the   room.     He 
kiflcd  $he  child,  and  out  of  a  galant  badi- 
ner,  bid  her  carry  it  with  his  love  to  El- 
wina.     She  ran  immediately  to  me  to  de- 
liver the  meffage,  which,  you  may  be  fure, 
I  accepted,  with  all  the  playful  mirth  it 
deferved.    As  I  faid,  the  following  after- 
noon, 
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noon,  there  happened  to  be  company,  and 
I  was  engaged  at  cards.  Alfred,  "who  had 
cut  out,  was,  with  his  little  playfellow, 
in  a  window,  where  he  had  placed  .himfelf, 
that  he  might  fee  me  without  being  ob- 
ferved.  A  kifs  was  again  given  to  Henri- 
etta ;  when,  with  the  mod  infantine  naivete, 
fhe  looked  up  in  his  face,  faying,  *'  Pray 
"  Sir,  fhall  I  carry  this  kifs  to  Elwina  ?" 
Oh  !  I  fuppofe  no  crimfon  exceeded  the 
hue  of  Alfred's  cheeks.  Mine,  I  fancy,1 
from  the  glow  I  felt,  was  pretty  near  th£ 
fame  tinge  :  yet,  notwithstanding,  I  could 
hardly  forbear  laughing  at  the  beautiful 
fimplieity  of  the  dear  child,  and  the  look 
ftie  gave  him.  te  A  pretty  little  proxy 
tc  you  have  got,  madam,"  faid  a  gentle-* 
man,  who  was  playing  with  me.  '«  But 
«  if  I  was  Alfred,  I  would  deal  only  with 
«  principals."    There  was  not  much  more 

faid 
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laid  on  the  occafion  ;    but  the  delicacy  of 
Alfred  was  wounded,  left:  it  fhould  be  fuf- 
peded  that  he  had    taken  a  liberty  not 
confifrent  with  our  fituation. 

I  aflure  you  they  have  not  been  idle  in 
town  fince  I  left  them  to  themfelves.  Ifa- 
bella  has   had  a  very  good   offer  from  a 

Mr.  G ,  who  is  pretty  high  in  the  pro- 

feflion  of  the  law,  and  is  a  great  friend  to 
my  brother  George,  and  as  great  a  favour- 
ite with  Clodio.      I  have  i^cen  him  once  or 

twice    at  our    grand  dinners  at  H ; 

and  I  think  him  a  fenfible  well-behaved 
man.  I  am  not  clear  as  to  her  fentiments 
of  him,  but  hope  fhe  has  no  doubts 
herfelf. 

She  has  accepted  him,  and  though  fo 
little,  time  has  pafled  away  fince  the  de- 

clara- 
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claration,  they  talk  of  the  bufinefs  be- 
ing concluded  by  Eafter,  after  he  has  been 
the  circuit. 

,1  hope,  my  beloved  Maria,  your  good 
father  feels  no  return  of  his  complaints ; 
I  much  fear  this  cold  weather  will  make 
him  confefs  himfelf  ftill  an  invalid. 

s{  The  fpring  fhould  be  warm :"  But 
it  is  not  as  it  mould  be,  for  it  is  dreadfully 
cold.  Adieu!  my  dear — no  change  of 
climate,  weather,  or  any  thing  elfe,  can 
change  the  true  regard  with  which  I  am 
Yours, 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XLV1II. 

Marina   to  Elwina. 

TNDEED,  my  deareft  friend,  I  wilh  moft 
-*-  cordially  you  bad  the  fanftion  of  your 
father  (your  mother's,  I  am  fure,  would 
follow  of  courfe)  in  your  engagement  to 
Alfred.  It  is  a  moft  folemn  one  you 
have  entered  into.  That  the  objeft  is 
worthy  your  higheft  regard,  I  know  full 
wdlj  but,  my  dear  girl,  where  is  the 
profpeft  of  your  ever  being  able  to  ful- 
fil it,  without  ruin  to  yourfelf  ? 

I  wept  over  the  eftimates  you  fay 
you  have  made  in  many  a  fleeplefs  night. 
My  Elwina^  they  are  falfe  eftimates  which 

would 
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would  plunge  you  in  painful  exigencies  ! 
How  can  you  fancy  you  fhall  be  content ; 
nay,  happy  you  fay  you  fhall  be,  deprived 
of  fo  many  luxuries,  which,  from  frequent 
ufe  and  long  habit,  are,  unfortunately  for 
too  many,  become  the  necefiaries  of  life  ? 
And  yet  my  vifionary  friend  has  contracted 
every  thing  within  the  limitation  of  three! 
hundred  a  year  :  and  tiwAfpltndid  income 
too,  on  the  ftill  more  vifionary  hope,  that 
your  father  will  ever  confign  you  to  fuch  a 
ftate  of  comparative  indigence,  and  give 
you  the  portion  he  allots  for  fuch  daugh- 
ters as  marry  equal  to  his  views.  Oh, 
my  excellent  friend,  do  not  blindly  fol- 
low fo  imperfedt  and  delufive  a  guide  as 
romantic  fancy! 

This  counfcl,  I  am  convinced,  my  El- 
wina  would  not  fail  to  beftow  on  her  Ma- 
ria, 
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ria,  did  fhe  fee  her  purfuing  the  fame 
tracklefs  path,  covered  with  thorns  and 
briars,  and  encompaffed  with  pit-falls. 

Confides,  my  dear,  I  am  a  little  quali- 
fied to  judge  how  hardly  a  life  of  com- 
parative poverty  is  fupported  by  thofe  who 
have  been  accuftomed  to  the  pomp  and 
vanities  of  the  world.  But  how  much 
more  mould  I  feel  my  change  of  fituation, 
if  I  was  furrounded  by  a  little  family  :  and 
fuch,  moft  likely,  will  be  your  cafe.  Then 
to  have  all  your  profpects  repreffed  by 
"  chill  penury  $"  and  (for  we  know  not 
how  fuch  ftruggles  may  four  the  fweeteft 
tempers)  perhaps  be  expofed  to  the  mifery 
of  feeing  your  beloved  Alfred  repining  at 
the  obfcurity  of  his  life,  when  even  in  all 
the  vigour  of  enjoying  the  pleafures  of 

the 
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the  world,  a  too  hafty  indulgence  of  in- 
clination has  for  ever  fecluded  him  from 
them  ! 

Weigh  but  thefe  reflections,  my  beloved 
Elwina  ;  turn  them  but  for  a  moment  in 
your  mind,  and  what  will  be  the  refult  ? 
Oh,  my  dear  !  even  you  can  hardly  feel 
more  on  the  reprefentation,  than  does  your 
ever  faithful  and  affectionate 

MARIA. 


LETTER      XLIX. 

Elwina  to  Maria. 

"W  7  HAT  a  fubjecT:  for  a  drawing  in  the 
^  ■»  lombre  Ihade  has  my  deareft  Ma- 
ria given  me!  I  almoft  blotted  out  your 

letter 
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letter  with  my  tears ;  but  I  have  not  waftied 
away  the  excellent  warning  contained  in 
it.  No,  my  Maria,  it  has  funk  on  my 
heart,  and  impreffed  it  with  the  deepeft 
gratitude  for  the  kiridnefs  which  induced 
you  to  place  lb-  melancholy  a  picture  before 
me.  But  happily,  my  dear,  I  hope  the 
evils  you  hint  at  (and  which  I  own  I  am 
not  fo  romantic  but  that  I  fee  too  plainly 
would  be  bad  to  bear,  and  dangerous 
to  hazard)  will  not  fall  fo  heavily  as  you 
predict.  And  with  true  thankful  nefs  I 
offer  my  acknowledgments  to  Heaven,  for 
having  a  little  enlivened  the  profpeft  to 
my  view,  before  your  letter  reached  me  ! 

Yefterday  morning  my  mother  came  into 
the  powder-room,  while  my  maid  was 
drefling  my  hair,  and  defired,  as  foon,  as 
that  was  finifhed,  I  would  defer  the  reft  of 

my 
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my  drefling,  as  (he  wanted  to  have  a  little 
conversation  with  me.  I  thought  I  faw  a 
folemnity  in  her  manner,  though  (he  did 
not  look  angry  j  but  you  know 

Confcience  makes  cowards  of  us  all. 

And  I  began  to  entertain  ibme  unplea- 
fant  furmifes  which  I  dreaded  to  hear  con- 
firmedj  but  yet  not  to  keep  her  waiting,  I 
hurried  Jenny  as  much  as  I  could.  I 
pulled  off  my  powdering  gown,  and  at- 
tended my  mother  into  her  drefling  room, 
with  my  knees  trembling  as  I  defcended 
the  flairs. 

"  Elwina,"  faid  (he,  "  your  father  is 
"  both  furprifed  and  difpleafed  at  rinding 
(<  you  have  refufed  an  offer  of  marriage 
<f  from  Sir  Thomas  K— —  .** 


tt 


Surely, 
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"  Surely,  madam,  he  will  not  be  dif- 
"  pleafed  when  he  knows  I  felt  fo  invin- 
"  cible  a  diflike  to  Sir  Thomas,  that  to 
t(  have  accepted  him,  would  have  made 
"  me  miferable." 

"  I  cannot  tell  that,  my  dear ;  yet  I 
li  hope  your  father  would  never  wifh  to 
<c  lay  a  reftraint  on  the  inclination  of  his 
"  children,  much  lefs  force  them.  I  own, 
tc  Sir  Thomas  would  not  be  the  man  of 
"  my  choice,  any  more  than  yours;  yet 
CJ  you  fhould  not  have  rejected  him  with- 
"  out  giving  him  a  chance  of  improving 
ce  on  you  by  a  nearer  acquaintance ;  at 
<c  leaft,  that  is  what  your  father  is  dif- 
(C  pleafed  with  you  for." 

"  Ah !    my  dear  mother,    but   not  to 
«  have  peremptorily  refufed  fuch  a  man 

"  as 
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*'  as  Sir  Thomas,  would  have  been  en- 
<f  couraging  him  to  believe  that  time 
*f  would  have  made  an  alteration  in  my 

"  Sentiments  favourable  to  him  ;  which 
<c  could  never,  never  be.  Befides,  Our 
Cf  acquaintance  was  fo  extremely  fliort, 
<e  that  the  difappointment  of  fuch  flender 
"  hopes  could  not  affect  a  man  of  his 
tc  principles  longer  than  the  time  which 
"  the  conference  took  up." 

"  He  declares  himfelf  exceedingly  at- 
"  tached  to  you." 

"  As  any  other  new  face  would  attach 
"  him ;  and  perhaps  for  no  longer  a 
f<  period.  He  is  known  to  have  connec- 
"  tions  with  feveral  women  j  and  actually 
«'  has  one  to  whom  he  allows  a  fixed  efta- 
«.  bliihment.     But  that  I  have  nothing  to 

Vol.  II.  M  "  do 
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fC  do   with.      I   would  not,  I  could   not, 
{f  marry  him  for  the  world." 

"  Elwina,  my  .dear,  will  you  allow  me 
cf  to  alk  you  one  queftion  ?" 

I  bowed  affent.  "  Thefe  are  certainly, 
'«  to  a  giri  of  your  fenfe  and  delicacy,  very 
«f  material  objections^  and  which,  nothing 
"  but  making  'falfe  eftimations  (making 
fC  falfe  eflimates  my  dear  Maria,  is  in  the 
"  fimiiy  way  you  fee)  of  the  worth  of 
«c  titles  and  riches,  could  have  made  your 
"  father  and  brother  overlook.  I  doubt, 
"  and  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  Ifabella  would 
tc  not  have  refufed  him  on  that  fcorej  for 
«c  I  have  heard  but  an  indifferent  charac- 

«*  ter  of  Mr.  G for  morality,  and 

t(  fhe  knows  it  too.     I  am  convinced  you, 
*'  my  love,  would  not  rifk  your  happinefs 

"with 
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<c  with  a  libertine  j  and  therefore  I  believe 
"  from  my  foul,  that,  free  from  prejudice 
"  or  partiality,  you  would  have  refufed 
«*  your  hand  to  *  Sir  Thomas,  as  a  man 
"  you  could  neither  love  or  honour. 
"  But,  Elwina,  to  the  point.  Had  he 
"  been  a  man  of  unblemifhed  reputation, 
"  as  to  gallantry  I  mean,  and  otherwife 
"  perfectly  refpeftable,  would  he  then  have 
«{  been  as  (teadijy  rejected  ?" 

ff  Oh  yes,"  I  anfwered  quickly,  "  in-' 
<l  deed  he  would  ;  I  could  not  have  mar- 
"  ried  hirrij    I  would  have  died  firft." 

tc  My  dear  child,  then  there  muft  be  a 
*'  powerful  predilection  in* your  bofom  for 
<l  fome  one  elfe  ?" 

She  fixed  her  eyes   on   me,  as   if  fhe 
M    2  meant 
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meant  to  read  all  my  foul ;    but  at  the 
fame  time,  (he  had  fo  much  maternal  af- 
fection in  her  manner,  that    I  vowed  to 
myfelf,  (he  mould  indeed  read  my  whole 
foul.     I  threw  myfelf  on  my  knees,    and 
burfting  into  tears,  was  unable  for  a. few 
minutes  to  articulate  a  fentence  intelligi- 
bly ;    but  her  foothing  carefles  recovered 
me  fufficiently  to  difclofe  every  iota  (as 
my  father  fays)  of  my   attachment  j    aye, 
and  engagement    too,    to   Alfred.      She 
kindly  lamented  with  me,   the  difficulties 
which  the  alteration  of  his  circumftances 
might  throw  in  the  way  of  an    union  fhe 
had  herfelf  wiftied  might  take  place,  from 
the   firft   of  her   acquaintance  with   him, 
from  the  parity  of  fentiment  fhe  faw  be- 
tween  us.     And    from   the  converfations 
ihe  had  had  with  my  father,  fhe  knew  he 
would  have  given    his  confent  with  the 

utmoft 
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utmoft  fatisfacYion  :  that  he  fincerely  re- 
gretted thelofs  Alfred  had  fuftained,  and 
had  actually  interefted  himfelf  in  endea- 
vouring to  oblige  Dr.  Taylor  to  do 
him  juftice.  "  But  you  mud  not,  my 
"dear,"  {he  added,  "flatter  yourfelves 
«  that  now  you  will  find  the  approving 
.*/  voice  of  your  father.  Alfred  lofes  not 
"  an  atom  of  his  refpectability  by, his  re- 
"  verfe  of  fortune  ;  but  he  is  no  longer  in 
"  a  fituation  to  fupport  a  family  with 
"  common  decency  •,  and  you  muft  allow 
"that  prudential  motives  alone  would 
"  urge  your  father  to  withhold  that  con- 
"Tent  now,  which  paternal  affection  would 
*'  have  inclined  him  then  to  grant." 

Here  was  too  much  found  argument  for 

me   to  attempt  a  refutation   of:     I  only 

faid,  "I  hoped  I  might  (till  rely  on  the 

M  j  "  parental 
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<c  parental  love  I  had  ever  experienced, 
"  and  which  I  hoped,  too,  I  had  never, 
"  even  in  this  inftance,  abufed;  and  that 
<c  it  would  ftill  operate  fo  much  in  my  fa- 
<c  vour  as  to  prevent  a  force  being  put  on 
«c  my  inclinations :  and  I  begged  my 
"  mother  to  believe  herfelf,  and  affuremy 
cc  father  the  fame,  that  I  would  never 
tc  take  one  ftep  derogatory  to  my  duteous 
"  regard  for  them  both.  I  took  occafion 
"  at  the  fame  time  to  do  juftice  to  the  ho- 
"  nour  and  probity  of  my  amiable  Alfred, 
"  whofe  intention  it  was  to  have  made 

"  that  vifit  in  Bedford-fquare  the  laft  in- 
<c  terview  between  us  ;  and  nothing,  but 
"  the  conviction  that  his  total  abience 
".muft  have  been  fatal  in  its  confe- 
"  quences  to  me,  could  have  tempted 
"  him  to  remain  in  England.  But  that 
((  we  were  contented  to  wait  till  fome  for- 

<c  tunate 
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tf  tunate  alteration  of  circumflances  fhould 
"  Jiapp'en  ;  and  I  wanted  nothing  to  com? 
"  plete  my  felicity,  but  the  aiTurances, 
"  that  if  fuch  a  change  ihould  take  place, 
"  my  father  would,  himfelf,  bellow  my 
"  hand  where  my  heart  mufl  ever  remain 
"  unalterably  fixed  j  or,  at  leafl,  that-. 
<c  he  would  not  make  me  miferable,  by 
tf  obliging  me  to  act  contrary  to  the  duty 
*'  of  a  child  in  the  article  of  obedience." 

My  mother  kindly  undertook  to*  be  the 
mediatrix  between  my  father  and-me;$  and 
as  I  really  now  wifhed  to  have  no  referves, 
I  gave  her  the  letter  I  had  written  to  you* 
wherein  that  interview  was  related,  and 
which,  when  you  returned    Alfred's  laft 

letters  to  me,  you  had  by  chance  packed 

.../■  ' 
up  with  them.     To  my  father  fhe  inflant- 

ly  went.     Oh  !  my  dear  Maria,  what  were 
M  4  my 


248        THE    SCHOOL 

my  feelings  during  her  abfence  !   In  thfr 
words  of  my  dear  Alfred,   I  exclaimed, 
u  The  die  is  now  caji  !  and  what  the  confe- 
"  quence  will  be,  who  fhall  tell  ?    Though 
**  my  fond  heart  dares  not  indulge  itfelf 
*'  with  the    hope    of   approbation,    Oh ! 
"  thou  merciful  Creator,  fpare  thy  poor 
"  and  afflicted  fervant  the  cruelleft  of  evils, 
"  reprobation !"    In  this   tormenting  ftate 
I  remained  for  more  than  an  hour.     How 
dreadfully  tedious  did  that  hour  appear ! 
arid  yet  I  trembled  to  that  degree  when  I 
heard  the  door  of  my  father's  ftudy  open, 
that  I  was  very  near  fainting,  and  the  firft 
object  I  beheld  was  my  father. 

I  had  not  ftrength  to  any  more  than 
link  down  on  my  knees  to  him,  and  fay, 

"Oh! 
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(t  Oh,  fir !    oh,   my  dear  father,  will  you 
4*  forgive  me  ?" 

He  raifed  me  up  immediately,  and  kif- 
fmg   my    cheek,    faid,   in    a    voice    that 
founded  like  the  greetings  of  an  angel  to 
a  poor  afflicted  dying  wretch,   "  Yes,  my 
"  deareft  Elwina,  I  do  forgive  you,  and 
"  wifh  you   happy.      But  remember  the 
"  condition  on  which  I  do  forgive  you, 
"  and  hold   my  fweet  girl    to   the    afrec- 
u  tionate  bofom  of  her  father.     I  rely  on 
"  you,  my  dear,  to  take  no  fleps  towards 
*'  an  union  with  Alfred,  unlefs  I  give  my 
<c  free    confent  ;     and  which    I    will  not 
«e  withhold,  when  he  is  in  circumftances 
«c  to  maintain  you.     This,  Elwina,  is  all 
*'  the  conceflion  you  ought  to  expect  from 
lt  me.  But  I  will  indulge  you  ftill  more:  Al- 
«  fred  mail  ever  be  received  here  as  a  valu- 
M   5  "  able 
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"  able  acquaintance  ;  and  I  give  you  IcavS 
cc  to  correfpond  with  him." 

Oh  !  with  what  rapturous  gratitude  I 
embraced  the  honoured  knees  of  my  .ber 
loved  father,  and  vowed  on  his  dear  hand 
a  fixed  obedience  to  his  gentle  commands. 
And  now,  my  fweet  Maria,  your  faithful 
Elwina  is  the  happieft  of  all  earthly  be- 
ings :  for  to  complete  it,  in  the  evening 
my  Alfred  (yes,  by  my  father's  permifiion 
I  may  now  call  him  fo!)  dropped  in  by 
chance.      He  came  up    to    town    to  do 

fome  little  bufinefs  for  Mrs.  M ,  and 

had  the  offer  of  a  conveyance  in  a  gentle- 
man's coach,  which  carried  him  down\ 
again  this  afternoon. 

There  were  none  of  the  family  at  home 
but  it ;)•    father,    mother,    and   William, 

which 


FOR    FATHERS.         25  n 

which  made  the  fcale  of  happinefs  ftyl 
more  in  our  favour. 

Ifabella  was   gone  to   the  Opera  with 

Mrs.  A- ,  who  is  filler  to  Mr.  G , 

and  George  was'  of  the  party;;  -my 
brother  was  at  the  houfe  ;  in  ihort,  only 
congenial  fpirits  were  left  at  home. 

When  Alfred's  name  was  /announced 
{to  me  it  was  a  needlefs  ceremony — I  would 
have  (worn  to  the  rap,  which  vibrated  on 
my  heart),  my  father  faid,  "  Before  lie 
<{  goes,  we  will  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
cc  telling  him  on  what  conditions  we  ihall 
"  be  glad  to  fee  him. 

You  may  be  fure  I  laid  hold  on  the  firft 

that  offered.     My   mother   afked  me    to 

play,  and  I  was  to  be  accompanied  by  Al- 

M   6  fred 
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fired  and  William.     I  went  into  the  mufrc 
room,  giving  him  a  look  which  he  well 
uhderftood,  as  a  fignal  to  follow  me  j  and 
in  a  few  words  I  related  to  him  what  had 
pafTed  j    but  that  there  was  no  occafion  to 
take  notice  of  it  in  the  drawing  room, 
only  to  give  me   authority  to  affure  my 
father     he   affented    to    the    conditions* 
Maria,  you  would  have  concluded  the  dear 
creature  mad  with  joy:   I   thought  fo  by 
his  adtions,  for  he  caught  me  to  his  bofom* 
and   gave   me  fuch  a  kifs    as   I  believe 
never  was  given  before.     But  recollecting 
the  freedom,  as  well  as  violence  of  the  at- 
tack, he  begged  pardon  very  fubmiffively; 
and  dropping  on  his  knee,  vowed  by  every 
thing  facred,  he  would  never  urge  me  to 
fwerve  in  the  fmalleft   inftance  from   the 
conditions  which  offered  more  happinefs 
than    any    man    could    almofl:    deferve, 

«<  No, 
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"  No,  my  Elwina,  my  own  Elwina,"  faid 
he,  et  Alfred  fhall  be  the  guardian  of  thy 
"  honour  and  duty  to  the  beft  of  pa-* 
«  rents.  He  will  not  receive  this  dear 
"  hand  but  from  them.  And  never  fhall 
i(  his  grateful  heart  ceafe  to  blefs  them 
*c  for  this  even  unlooked-for  happinefs  1" 

It  was  very  likely  we  fhould  play  in 
tune  after  fuch  an  overture •  but  we  fuc- 
ceeded  tolerably.  Alfred  ftaid  fupper :  and 
I  believe  I  may  fay,  for  many,  many 
months,  I  never  knew  fuch  peace  of  mind 
as  this  dear  evening  afforded. 

But  perhaps  you  will  like  to  know  how 
my  rejection  of  the  Baronet  wasdifcovered. 
I  will  inform  you  as  well  as  I  can;  but  it 
will  be  a  wretched  after-piece  to  the  enter* 
tainment  I  have  already  given  you. 

My 
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*  My  brother  dined  at"  Weltjie's'  two  days' 
^e,  witH 'alar^e"  party,  Sir  Thomas  one 

of  them/    A  gentleman  who  fat  next'-my 

'•     '   .        v.- i 

brother,  faid,  <c  If  you  was  not  here,   t 

i  *•"■   -'    ■' v  - ■    "i     .■-''-■■"*  ■  .- .     ■'■,' 

"  would  propbfe  your  lifter  as  my  tdafU" 


«  Which  of  them  ?"  afkedClodio. 

"  Oh,  Elwina  !  the  beautiful  Elwina, 
"  you  may  be  certain." 

«  The  cruely  too,  you  fhould  add," 
faid  Sir  Thomas.  When  they  were  com- 
ing away,  my  brother  told  him,  he  fhould 
fet.  him  down ;  and  when  they  were 
feated  in  the  carriage,  he  demanded  an 
•explanation  of  the  epithet  "  cruel :"  on 
which  the  difcomfited  knight  related  the 
whole  of  the  attack  and  defeat ',  and  la- 
mented very  much  the  difappointment  of 

his 
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his  wifhes,  fwearing  I  was  the  fineft  girl 
he  had  ever  feen,  and  he  fhould  hays. 
been  the  happieft  fellow  in  the  world. 
My  brother  was  full  of  the  eclat  fuch  an  al- 
liance would  have  given  the  family,  for  Sir 
Thomas,  has  a  rfifter  married  to  an.  Ear^ 
(fo  I  fhould  have  had  a  Countefs  for  my 
filler  in  lav/)  ■,  and  what  is  ftill  better,  thi$ 
Earl  has  a  filler  likewife,  whofe  fortune 
being  fmall,  it  is  not  improbable  from 
the  favourable  reprefentation  I  might 
make  of  my  brother's  good  qualities,  fhe 
might  have  been  induced  to  do  him  the 
honour  of  taking  him  for  an  hufband. 
ic  Here  are  wheels  within  wheels"  without 
end,  my  ckjar  Maria;  and  I  doubt  Clo- 
dio  will  not  be  pleafed  at  the  prefent  ar- 
rangement, which  has  turned  his  vifionary 
Jchzms  bottom  upwards.  But  for  myfelf, 
I  have  no  room  for  any   thing  but  joy 

and 
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and  gratitude.     My   heart  expands   with 
fach  of  thofe  fentiments,  and  feels  fo  eafy, 
cfhat  it  is  quite  delightful. 

I  hope  fome  plan  will  be  formed  for 
the  improvement  of  the  poor  little  Jingle  ta- 
lent, which,  Alfred  fays,   is  committed  to 
his  charge.     Surely,  with  fuch  abilities,  he 
may  do  fomething.     All  I  have  to  fear,  is 
the  pride    of   my    brother:     or   I   have 
thought,  among  many  other  things,  that, 
fo  well  accomplifhed  as  he  is,  he  might 
undertake  the  tuition  of  a  few  young  men 
of  family.     I  am  fure,  though  I  dare  not 
whifper  it  here,  I  do  not  think  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  grocer  would  be  difgraced  by  fuch 
a  marriage.     However,  you  know  we  are 
ftyled    the  fillers  of  a  Member   of  Par- 
liament,   and    our  prefent   rank    would 

operate 
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operate  againft  fuch  a  plan  effe&ually,  no 
doubt. 

I  think,  my  dear  Maria,  you  will  call 
this  a  pretty  long  letter.  But  I  am  fure 
you  will  rejoiee  with  your  friend  at  matters 
being  fo  agreeably  fettled.  Adieu!  Hea- 
ven blefs  you. 

Ever  yours, 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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LETTER      L. 

Alfred     to     Eiwi.na. 

/~\H !  my  beloved  Elwina,  what  rap- 
^-^  ture  fills  the  heart  of  thy  happy  Al- 
fred on  this  occafion,  of  writing  to  you 
under  the  fanftion  and  permifllon  of  your 
mod  excellent  father  !  Never  fhall  I  ceafe 
thanking  Heaven  for  allotting  me  fuch  a 
portion  of  felicity  to  fweeten  each  moment 
of  my  future  life  !  To  love,  to  adore  El- 
wina, was  but  the  natural  confequence  of 
being  admitted  to  her  divine  prefence 
and  converfation:  to  be  dear  to  her,  was 
the  higheft  of  human  happinefs ;  but  to 
be  allowed,  by  the  authors  of  her  being, 
to  tell  her  I  adore  her,  and  to  receive  the 

in- 
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ineffable  delight  of  hearing  the  fweet 
confeflion  of  mutual  love  !  Oh  !  it  lifts  me 
above  mortality  !  It  raifes  me  to  the  hea- 
ven of  heavens  ! 

Forgive  my  rhapfodies,  my  fweeteM 
Elwina  -,  but  indeed  fuch  uncommon  fe- 
licities call  for  uncommon  expreffions. 

How  much  does  my  dear  mother  rejoice 
on  the  occafion  of  her  fon's  reft'oration  to 
happinefs!  For  even  the  certainty  of  rny 
being  beloved  by  my  Elwina,  left  me  buc 
half  bled,  while  it  was  thus  neceffarily  kept 
fecret :  my  foul  difdains  all  mean  and  dark 
difguifes;  and  that  the  paffion,  which  above 
all  others  moft  ennobles  and  dignifies  the 
foul,  fhould  lead  to  diffimulation,  is  a  de- 
gradation, and  even  a  contradiction  of 
terms. 

Allowed 
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Allowed  to  love  you,  and  fometimes  to: 
hear  your  fweet  voice,  with  frequently,  I 
hope,  being  bleft  with  your  charming  let-* 
ters ;  may  I  not  wait  with  patience  for  the 
event  that  can  only  exceed  my  prefent, 
blifs  by  rendering  it  permanent ;  at  lead 
as  our  lives  !  Yes,  Elwina,  I  will  wait  ibr: 
that  bleft  hour,  when  the  voice  of  your 
refpeftable  father  fhall  pronounce  us  one  : 
when,  from  his  honoured  hand  I  lhall  re- 
ceive my  Elwina's,  and  be  then  the  law- 
ful protector,  the  undivided  partner  of  her 
days ! 

My  mother,  who  would  know  no  happi- 
nefs  equal  to  that  of  feeing  us  united  for- 
ever, has  again  written  to  Mr.  Harley.  I 
told  you  the  reafon  of  his  not  anfwering 
the  former  letter j  which  plea  ferved  for 
fome  time,  but  which  mould  have  made 

him 
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him  the  more  eager  to  avail  himfelf  of 
the  firft  opportunity  of  writing  to  her. 
But  fhe  is  writing,  to  wave  the  etiquette, 
and  means  to  mention  my  happy  profpedb 
of  being  united  to  the  lovelieft  of  women, 
to  induce  him  to  make  a  little  reparation 
to  the  fon,  for  the  injury  he  did -the  fa- 
ther. My  Elwina  will  join  her  prayers 
for  fuccefs,  with  thofe  of  her  Alfred. 

I  took  your  advice,  as  I  will  do  in  every 
thing,  and  informed  Mrs.  M — — —  of 
the  honour  I  had  received.  That  flie  was 
furprifed,  you  will  not  difcredit :  but  that 
ihe  was  dilpleafed,  I  think  you  would,  did 
any  one  but  Alfred  aflat  it. 

She  actually  reddened,  drew  up,  and 
looked  more  angry  than  I  ever  faw  her, 
even  with  her Jfervants.     She  affured  me 

how 
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how  exceflively  ill  fhe  took  your  condy&i 
in  the  matter  -,  and  had  fhe  known  we 
had  made  her  houfe  a  convenient  place  for 
carrying  on  fuch  an  affair,  fhe  would  never 
have  given  the  opportunity  of  being  made 
fuch  a  cat's  pazv. 

I  vindicated  both  you  and  myfelf:  I 
ftiould  fay,  I  attempted  it,  for  I  left  her 
tinappeafed  at  laft,  though  in  rather  a  bet- 
ter humour  than  I  expelled,  from  her  firft 
effay  of  pafiion.  I  felt  piqued  at  fome 
things  fhe  laid,  and  therefore  would  not 
gratify  her  curiofity  (which  I  could  per- 
ceive was  at  work  with  her  anger,  and 
perhaps  foon  would  have  got  the  upper- 
hand)  by  informing  her  how  the  bufinefs  had 
beenbrouwhtabour.  She  declared  fhe  would 
write  to  your  mother;  for  after  fuch  a  breach 
of  friendfhip  as  we  had  both  been  guilty  of, 
7  fhe 
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ihe  knew  not  how   far  we  might   be   at- 
tempting to  deceive  her  now.     I  fhall  be- 
nny mother  to  go  to-morrow  morning 

„ftrive  to   mitigate  her  wrath.      I   thank 

Heaven  moft  heartily  we  do  not  (land  in 

need  of  her  friendfhip,   or  need  fear  her 

j 

enmity :  yet  I  fhould  be  forry  to  lofe  her 
acquaintance,  for  I  think  me  means  well, 
though  her  understanding  is  not  adapted 
to  give  her  meaning  always  the  right  turn. 
I  beg,  my  dear  Elwina,  you  will  mention 
her  intention  to  your  good  mother,  and 
prepare  her  for  the  reception  of  this  threat- 
ening, or  rather  threatened  letter  ;  for  it  is 
very  likely  her  pafiion  may  have  evaporated 
in  worJs,  of  which  it  had  a  much  larger 
portion  than  fenfe  ;  and  fhe  may  with  the 
morning,  have  given  up  the  night's  refolu- 
tion.  She  is  given  to  variablenefs  very  much; 
but  you  know  me  prides  herfelf  on  never 

fuffering 
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,  fuffering  tbejun  to  go  down  upon  her  wrath, 
or,  cc  bearing  malice  to  her  pillow."  How- 
ever, the  firft  had  been  down  a  good  while 
before  her  rage  commenced,  and  fhe  had 
hardly  time  to  cool,  before  fhe  took 
counfel  of  the  laft. 

Good  night,  my  deareft  ;  may  I  not  fay 
my  betrothed  Elwina?  the  future  wife 
of  the  happy,  thrice  happy 

ALFRED. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUMS. 


